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37. SWAMI VIVEKANANDA THOUGHT

1
A MOTHER AND SON
“Sir did not want me to come for tuition if he did not have fee tomorrow!”
Seven-year-old Ponarasu told his mother, Kalyani.
Kalyani saw the calendar with regret. The day is only 25th. No date is coming, she
cannot do anything. She is working in three houses. In both houses, she already took a
salary advance. In the third house, the owner, while joining the job itself, told that no
advances will be given!
Her husband is a drunkard and a thief. Now he is in jail. It will take another six months
for him to come out. But it is not going to be a big favor for her if he comes out also. He
will be another burden to her.
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The only son, Ponarasu, is a little weak in the studies. If he has tuition he will get good
marks. If it is gone, it is difficult to pass through all the subjects in all four directions. She
should be well read and drawn, and she is also inadequate.
But half of the monthly income goes to rent. Today’s prices will refuse to cooperate to
deal with housing costs.
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The Tuition fees to give one hundred rupees, on 1st itself, if you do not give till
twenty-fifth date, that tuition is a sin! The Tuition teacher also has a family, in a place
called ‘Arak land.’ She does not seem to tell her that she is wrong.

ee

“I’m so frustrated that this bad man is only has a disciple, I do not have to suffer…”.
Ponarasu asked her just like the children of his age. “Do I go for Tuition tomorrow?”
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Kalyani sighed.

There is no other option. She said that taking a salary advance was not the correct
option from the third house owner. She was thinking that she would have to buy any incourt advisory money and send him to tuition tomorrow.
For two years she has been working in that house! It would be nice if he would give
you advance one more time!
His wife is better when compared to him. But she is going to town. Now to go and
clean that house. Kalyani decided that she would call her and ask her to get a call.
Ponarasu asked “What will you do if they don’t give?”
“Shut your mouth. Do not talk negatively!”
The house owner was sitting in the hall and talking to a friend!
As soon as she saw her coming, he said, “How many times do you want me to tell you
that not to bring the boy with you?”
“No Sir, He will just go in a minute. He will not do any mischief”. He just nodded.

She grabbed her son and went inside, and made him sit in a place. Started cleaning the
utensils in the kitchen.
In a short time, the householder came in to wash two coffee cups. Kalyani asked him
slowly at that occasion.
“Sir, I need a small help!”
“What?”
“Advance, a hundred rupees would be helpful. The boy will have Tuition fees.”
“Yes, your boy will become a collector! Do not send him to the tuition. I told you first
of all, that no advance! I do not want to listen to all the crap, “he started saying loudly!”
He shouted on Kalyani. She thought that the previous man who lived in the big
bungalow was a bit modest. But she washed the cups without telling him anything.
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She took her son and left the house after cleaning. On the way, when she wiped her
eyes,
Ponarasu asked”Are you crying?”
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“No. It’s just Dust”

“You’re worried, what’s wrong?”Ponarasu showed her a hundred rupees note.
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Kalyani was worried and asked “Where did this come?”

“It was just lying down. The owner does not know, I took it and kept in the pocket!”
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Kalyani, in the place where the son switched on the back.” “What is this, you started
stealing from now? Like your father, you cannot do that! We are poor, I agree! But, you
still can’t do it. Why have you done? “Then she returned to the house grabbing her son.
The house owner still talking to that friend.
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When he saw her coming, was annoyed”What?”
“My son is ignorant and misleading messenger. This is a hundred rupees, which he
found it here took it off.”
She extended that hundred rupees to him. He took that hundred rupees note, looking at
the model that was burnt.
“Your husband is a thief! So that you do not have to work in this house anymore, so
many people have told me! Today, your boy has done the same”.
To forget those words, Kalyani tried to sleep. That was a shame for her that a man told
like this without knowing anything about her. What she can say, what she would do with
the child, and that’s why she did not turn back and said anything.
She, in the presence of the owner’s friend, humiliated like anything!
He was angry. “If you did not come back, the police would have come to your house. I
never let such kind of person to work. You don’t need to come to work from tomorrow.”
Kalyani felt humiliated, “What man is he? But if she does not have a house, she says
that she has a thousand homes for work.”

“Okay, from this day I’m not going to come to work. I’m going to find a 25-day job.”
He asked her not to come to work, he thought she would be shocked and would plead,
but she accepted it, this increased his anger.
“First of all, I do not give you a single rupee to find out what’s going on in my house
and missing the account.”
Kalyani looked at the man who speaks without conscience. He looked at her like a
worm.
On the other side, he thought, his friend sitting there and listening to everything. But
the friend was looking elsewhere, thinking something deep!
The thought that nobody will support the poor, she made up her mind. She stood there
for one minute and moved away from that place.

e

When she came back, she changed her mood. Ponarasu did not cry. He did not admit
his fault. He looked at her and said, “You’re an idiot.” She could not bear it. Her honesty
was due to her son’s honor, her mind suffered.
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For a while they would have gone, and a car came close to them. To much surprise of
Kalyani, the house owner’s friend got out of the car! To see him, she felt disgraced, her
head bowed.
The person got out of the car extended his visiting card.
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Did you see a new store opened in the surrounding? It is mine. Take this card and go
there tomorrow morning. They give you a good job! A good job, I am telling you.”
She could not believe her ears.
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She looked awkward as she bought the card. The Department Store, is in a three-stored
building. She has seen many times, whenever she goes that way! She did not even think of
getting into the stores, thinking of a job is too far for her!
He looked at her with sympathy! Many people are available to work, it’s very
difficult… to find a good and honest person, you will be equal to ten people at work. This
is my experience of working in many industries. If you have a job like a cashier, you will
not run away with the money. You come back with that money. Come tomorrow” and she
took out a few a hundred rupees from the pocket and put it in Kalyani’s hand. “If you say
something urgent, just ask.”
Her son thinks that she was not worth the honesty of the good work, she did not
understand the value of the currency, she was happy…!

2
TWO MEN TRAVELING BY SHIP
The ship was broken by hurricane winds when it was on a luxury cruise. Only two men in
the boat survived and reached a nearby island.
The two are different from each other, friends who are in the same place in the same
company.
The island was merely filled with bulls and shrubs. There are no big trees to give
shade.
They do not know what to do. Finally, they both decided to pray God.
As they decided that their prayers would have more power.
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Accordingly, they agreed to stay alone on both sides of the island. Both prayed for
food first. Some fruits were flowing to the area where they were comfortable with their
prayers. They ate them as they are hungry without getting anything to eat.
The man who assumed to be an impotent, asked if he can have a wife.
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Surprisingly, as soon as his request, a small ship that was wrecked near the island had
a beautiful young girl who had survived and came to the island with a broken board.
When she saw her, she was dressed in beauty and married her as a goddess. On the
other side of the island, the other person was still lonely and hungry.
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According to the first man’s request, good food, clothes, and the only thing he had
done was the mantra. But he did not get anything for a friend. He was shattered.
But both of them enjoyed a weekend with fresh fruit. That’s a week.

Fr

Finally, the first man asked for a boat to go to his new home with his new wife. That
was a miracle, the next day as scheduled, the first man was in the joy of his prayer, and he
did not call his unfortunate friend, but he climbed on a new ship with his new wife and left
the island.
And other person, due to unawareness of this has yet suffered and grievously.
The friend who got everything, even the one who did not find his friend, was not even
blessed with God’s blessing, he did not make a small prayer also. He is a poor person, so
he does not want to take him along.
When the boat started to move, a voice from the sky began to hear.
“Why are you leaving your friend alone on this island?” That voice was asked.
The man said that “I prayed to God and he blessed me and gave me all this. God did
not listen to my friend’s prayer. He was not worthy of even one.”
The voice spoke to him again, “Son, I think you are wrong. I am God.
Your friend who loves you is only one who asked you to pray. I made that prayer.

If he does not ask you, you will not have any blessings and benefits.
What did the man ask in the prayer? Did he have any obligation to him?”
That voice said more, “Your friend is very good, all he prayed is to fulfill my friend’s
prayer, good guy, enjoying only the enjoyment of life, he is unaware. So fulfill all my
prayers only what he wants, that’s enough, I am already poor, and the circumstances are
not new to me. So I prayed for nothing but to ask for nothing.”
The selfish favorite friend who heard it was ashamed and went in search of his friend.
Justice:
Our prayers do not get us all alone. Do not forget that the prayers of others are helping.
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Do not leave anyone who loves us, never to doubt it! Learn to respect relationship and
friendship!!

3
GOD APPEARED IN DREAMS
Murugan, a resident of the town, is a devotee of the God. A good man, respected by
everyone, respecting the elders. But, he is poor. He lives with content, and living happily.
He is honest about living as a ‘god of work’.
He has a wife and a son of five years.
Once he felt that he had to be worshiping God. He prayed: “Lord, give me your
vision!”
One day, Murugan prayed. God appeared in Murugan’s dreams and said, “Good
morning, I come to your home on Wednesday!” Murugan was very happy with the dream.

e

He shared his happiness with his wife and son. They drowned in the joy of having
such a privilege.
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They talked about how God can enjoy when he comes home. In the end, they decided
to prepare a dessert to give to God, a pair of new shoes and a shawl.
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The Lord came on a specific Wednesday. Murugan’s family decorated the house, and
waiting at the door. Out of Murugan’s house, 35 year old lady was going with her eightyear-old daughter, she looked awkward. When she came near Murugan’s house, she fell
unconscious!
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Murugan went near the lady and gave her first aid. In a short time, she woke up and
opened her eyes. When the man spoke to her, he came to know that they were hungry
since two days.
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When he saw the reason, he took them into his home. The Murugan’s family gave
them sweets they prepared for God. Give the rest of the sweets to them. The woman
thanked Murugan and family, and went away!
Then Murugan’s heart turned to the Lord. He was longing to see the god, when he was
going to come! The time passed. At that time, a beggar came to Murugan’s house. He
asked Murugan, “If you have any old shoes, please give them to me.”
Murugan went into the house and took the pair of new sandals he kept to give the Lord
and gave it to him.
The happy beggar received with thanks and went away.
It was cold in the evening. An old man walking in the street, shivering in the cold.
Murugan saw him and said, “you are suffering in the cold.” He went inside to take a shawl
he kept for god and his wife said, “at least keep this for God!” But Murugan did not
change his mind. He gave the shawl to the old man. He thanked Murugan and went away.
The night has arrived. The God did not come. Murugan was very depressed. That
disappointment greatly affected him.
He prayed God, “Lord, why did not you come to my house tonight?”

Then the voice of God heard from the sky: “Today I have come to your house three
times and have received what you have kept for me.”
First, as a poor lady with her daughter, came to you and took sweets;
Secondly, I came in the form of a beggar and took sandals; then came in the form of an
elder and took the shawl.”
It is noteworthy that Swami Vivekananda’s remarks are: “We are blessed to be blessed
with the blessings of God, not to help Him.
Remove the word ‘help’ from your heart. You can not help. That is what you think is
the divine condition.
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You are here by God’s will. Do you say you help him? No. You can worship him!!”
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