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Life in Abundance

An elk grazes in the mountains, its ears pricked for the
sounds of an approaching gray wolf. To the east, a herd
of bison grazes in a sunny meadow. A single deer laps
water from a stream as an eagle swoops down from the
sky, snatching a marmot in its claws. It soars through the
air, flying back to its nest of hungry eaglets. And to the
south, a colorful hot spring bubbles with near-boiling water.
Surprisingly, life can exist even in extreme temperatures.
Tiny creatures known as thermophiles call hot springs and
geysers home.
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Yellowstone National Park is one of the most popular
national parks in the United States, and it’s not hard to see
why. This amazing wildlife and more can be found there.
And the park’s figure-eight-shaped road takes visitors past
many astonishing sights. These include tall waterfalls, wide-
open meadows, and ancient rock formations.

Yellowstone is part of one of the most unique
ecosystems in the world. This is all thanks to the thousands
of plant and animal species that flourish across the land. Life
thrives there, but death has a role, too. Learning about the
ecosystem, thermal features, and the effects of climate
change at the park unlocks a unique view into this special
part of the United States.
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Yellowstone stretches across parts
of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho.
It became the first national park
in the United States in 1872. It
was created when lawmakers in
Congress passed a law to protect
and preserve the land.
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