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For thousands of years, people traveled 

on foot.  They carried their own things.  Then 

people began to tame animals.  They put 

loads on horses.  In some countries, camels 

or elephants carried heavy loads. 

Getting Around 
on the Ground
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In the early 1800s, people put wheels 

to work.  The first bikes had to be pushed.  

The next bikes had pedals with wooden 

tires.  Riding them was hard work!

Bicycle History

1817 

The first bicycle had 

to be pushed.  

1860s 

The Boneshaker was 

made of wood.

1870s 

The High Wheel bike 

was all metal.  

1888 

Bikes got air-filled 

tires.
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