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Dedication
To the readers,

This work is dedicated to you.
To those who have lived the reality described in these pages, and to
those who have tried to make sense of it while moving through it every
day.

To those who notice the cracks, not out of cynicism, but out of concern.
To those who still think deeply, even when it feels easier not to.
To those who continue to hope for something better, even when hope
feels expensive.

May these fragments of thought find resonance in your own
experiences, and may they remind you that awareness is not isolation—
it is shared recognition.

This is for you.



 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgement
I acknowledge myself.

For the effort of observing closely, even when it was easier to look away.
For gathering scattered thoughts into form, even when clarity did not
come easily.
For continuing to write through frustration, reflection, and uncertainty,
until patterns became visible in words.

This work is also a record of endurance—of staying with questions long
enough to write them down honestly.

And for that, I acknowledge the process, and the persistence behind it.



Articles
Article 1
ARTICLE 1: The Normalization of Decay

There is a quiet agreement in Nigeria.  
No one signs it. No one announces it.  
But everyone lives by it.

It is the agreement that things will not work.

Not properly. Not fully. Not as they should.

And so, we adjust.

We adjust to bad roads.

Not just potholes—craters. Roads that look like they survived a war
that no one remembers starting. A journey that should take ten minutes
becomes an hour-long negotiation with broken asphalt. Drivers swerve
like dancers avoiding invisible traps. Okadas slip through impossible
spaces. Vehicles age faster than they should, punished daily by
negligence disguised as infrastructure.

And yet, the question is rarely, “Why is this still happening?”

Instead, it becomes, “Which route is better?” “What time should I leave
to avoid it?”

That is how decay wins—not loudly, but quietly, when inconvenience
becomes routine and routine becomes invisible.

We adjust to electricity that behaves like a rumor.

It comes. It goes. It flickers like a promise that was never meant to be



kept. Entire neighborhoods celebrate the return of power as if it were a
miracle, not a basic right. Generators fill the silence with noise—
constant, aggressive, unavoidable. The smell of fuel settles into daily
life, clinging to air, clothes, and lungs.

Children grow up knowing generator schedules instead of power
schedules. Businesses factor darkness into their budgets. Life is not
planned around productivity—but around availability.

We don’t ask for stability anymore.

We prepare for instability.

We adjust to corruption—not as an exception, but as a system.

It no longer shocks. It confirms expectations.

Money meant for roads vanishes before asphalt is poured. Projects are
announced, funded, and forgotten in the same breath. Budgets expand
mysteriously, but outcomes shrink predictably.

People react, but not with outrage.

With recognition.

Because corruption is no longer seen as failure of the system—it is the
system itself.

And when something becomes a system, people stop resisting it. They
learn to survive within it.

We adjust our expectations.

We stop imagining better.

We stop comparing ourselves to what is possible and start comparing



ourselves to what is.

“At least it’s not worse.”

“At least we are managing.”

That word—at least—lowers the standard of an entire nation.

Nothing changes until something becomes unacceptable.

Article 2
ARTICLE 2: The Economy of Survival

In many countries, people live within an economy. In Nigeria, many
people live around it.

There is an official economy—and the real one.

The real one wakes before dawn. It hustles without guarantees. It
survives without recognition.

A salary comes late or not at all. Prices change faster than planning
allows. Stability is rare.

So people adapt.

They diversify income streams—not as strategy, but as protection.

Survival becomes the primary economic model.

Planning becomes short-term because long-term assumptions are
unsafe.

Even working multiple jobs does not always mean progress—only
movement.



Inflation reduces options gradually. Portions shrink. Choices narrow.
Life adjusts.

Wealth becomes less about accumulation and more about stability.

The ability to predict tomorrow becomes luxury.

And when predictability is missing, ambition becomes cautious.

The economy rewards endurance more than growth—but endurance is
not the same as advancement.

Nigeria’s economy is not defined by lack of effort, but by unstable
translation of effort into outcome.

Article 3
ARTICLE 3: Leadership Without Consequence

Leadership exists with authority but often without consequence.

When things fail, responsibility dissolves into statements and
committees.

Failure has no clear owner.

This weakens accountability.

If outcomes are not tied to consequences, performance becomes
optional.

Over time, leadership becomes symbolic rather than functional.

Even well-meaning individuals adapt to systems that do not enforce
results.

Without consequence, urgency fades. Standards weaken. Trust erodes.



People stop asking who is responsible and start asking whether
anything will happen.

And often, nothing does.

This creates a cycle of repetition without correction.

Leadership without consequence becomes position without
responsibility.

Article 4
ARTICLE 4: The Illusion of Progress

Progress is visible—but not always real.

New projects appear. Roads are inaugurated. Statements of
improvement are made.

But many improvements are incomplete or unsustained.

This creates illusion: movement without transformation.

Visibility replaces durability.

Completion replaces functionality.

Short-term appearances overshadow long-term outcomes.

Systems appear active but remain inefficient.

True progress is consistent, sustained, and experienced daily—not
announced occasionally.

Without continuity, progress becomes narrative rather than reality.



Article 5
ARTICLE 5: The Cost of Silence

Silence is often a coping mechanism.

People see problems but do not always speak.

Because speaking does not guarantee change—and sometimes brings
risk.

Over time, silence becomes normalized.

Problems persist because they are not challenged.

Silence does not mean agreement—but it produces similar outcomes.

When systems are not pressured, they do not change.

Silence reduces pressure.

And what is not pressured continues.

Gradually, silence contributes to the persistence of dysfunction.

Article 6
ARTICLE 6: The Infrastructure of Inconvenience

Infrastructure is not background—it is interruption.

Bad roads, unstable electricity, and weak systems affect daily life
constantly.

Everything requires extra time and planning.

Private solutions replace public systems.



Generators replace power grids. Boreholes replace water systems.

This creates inequality: those who can afford alternatives create
stability for themselves.

But systems do not improve when bypassed—they weaken.

Infrastructure should reduce friction, not create it.

When it increases friction, progress slows across all sectors.

Article 7
ARTICLE 7: Merit, Connections, and Opportunity

Merit is important—but not always sufficient.

Access, networks, and influence often shape outcomes.

This creates dual systems: formal rules and informal realities.

People adapt by building networks alongside skills.

But this shifts effort from pure competence to navigation of systems.

Opportunity becomes uneven even among equally skilled individuals.

This affects trust and motivation.

Systems that do not consistently reward merit risk underutilizing
talent.

Nigeria has talent—but inconsistent conversion of talent into
opportunity.
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