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Chapter 1

Songhai Empire



onghai state emerged in the seventh century. The original home was in
the region around Dandi. It is an almagamation oftwo groups; the Sorko
Fishermen and



the Da farmers. They developed a commercial bcentre at Kukia which
became the first capital at Songhai.

The Sorko rulers of Songhai were deposed by refugees from the north
escaping from Muslim persecution. They set up their own kings and
that started the Dia dynasty. The Dia kings abandoned Kukia and moved
to Gao as the new capital. The first Songhai king to become Muslim was
Dia Kosoi in 1009.

Under the reign of Dia Yasiboi in 1323, Emperor Mansa Musa
invaded Songhai because he was envious of Gao's prosperity and
seized his two sons and hostage. As a result, Songhai became to
province to Mali, paying tribute. Although they were still ruled by
their own kings.

One of the captive sons trained in Mansa Musa court called Ali Kolon. It
was him who restored Songhai to her own rulership. He took the title
of Sunni and became known as Sunni Ali.

Although he was the founder of the independent state, it was Sunni Alill
who brought it to it's peak.



Sunni Ali was a very hot tempered man and often sentenced people to
death. The only moderating influence was Muhammad Ture.
Muhammed Ture led a rebellion against his sons after his death
because they were liberal muslims and could not operate a complete
Muslim society. This brought about the Askia Dynasty.

The First professional army to be organized in West Africa bwas done by
Askia the great. The Songhai empire was the largest and wealthiest ever
established in West Africa before nineteenth century.

For Administrative convenience he divided the Empire into four provinces
which was placed under a representative of the Askia called Fari.

The Balama was in charge of Army

The Fori Mundeya was in charge of tax collection. Hi -Joy sad in
charge of Lalar canoes.

Korey - Farma was in charge of foreigners.

Askia was able to achieve:

A state prison yard for condemned offenders.

Trade was regulated and a system of weight and and measures
introduced.

Market Inspectors called Dey Farma to supervise market and settle dispute.
The practice of purdah or wearing of veils by women when they appeared
in public.

He however made a mistake when under the advice of Al - Maghilli he
was persuaded to persecute the Jews. He was



overthrown by some of his numerous sons and he already blind and old
was forced into exile.

Songhai Empire was eventually brought to ruins by a young and
ambitious Sultan Muley Ahmed nicknamed the Victorious. Songhai
cane into ruins under the reign of Askia Ishak in the famous battle if

Tondibi in April 12th.

With the defeat of Songhai Army, the Moroccan occupied Timbuctu,
Gao and Jenne. They eventually recovered and tried to fight back but
their military tactic of guerilla warfare could not match the military might
of the Moroccans under the leadership of Zergun, the general who took
over from Judar Pasha.



Chapter 2

Hausa/Fulani System

T

he Fulani people are one of the largest ethnic groups

that can be found widely dispersed across the Sahel
and West Africa.

Known by different names across the globe, they are called the Fula
people in Manding languages and can sometimes be spelled as 'Fulah'or
'Fullah'.

In French they are called Peul, in the Hausa language they are called
Fulani or Hilani; and in Portuguese they are called Fula or Wolof.

However, of all these names 'Fulbe' is the preferred name of these group of
people. The Fulani's are located in an area that stretches from Ouaddai, a
city east of Lake Chad, to Senegal's Atlantic shore.

The Fula people generally practice Islam, on their way to or back from
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, settled in parts of eastern Sudan.

Today, they represent a community known as Fellata. What is the

origin of'the Fulani people?



The origin of the Fulani people is debatable, and this 1is because
numerous 1ideas about their ancestry have been proposed.

But the main religion of the Fulani's is Islam and the taking on of this
religion became a boundary marker.

People whom historians recognize as Fulani today are presumed to
have North African or Middle Eastern origin known as 'white-rooted'
ethnic groups in West Africa, they have a much lighter complexion than
most Africans.

These people are the largest nomadic pastoral community and as
pastoral people, they tended to move in an eastern direction and spread
overmuch of West Africa.

Movement of the Fula people in West Africa followed a specific
pattern.

At first, their relocation was peaceful, but after some time, the Fulani’s
became angry and resentful at being ruled by people they deemed as
'pagans'or 'imperfect Muslims'.

Their anger was driven further by the larger migration that took place in
the 17th century and the majority of the migrants were Muslims.

By the start of the 18th century, there was a rebellion against local rulers
which led to the holy wars (jihads).

The situation in Nigeria was a little bit different as they settled in
aplace that was more evolved and settled that other areas in Western parts of
Africa.



And it was during the 15th century they arrived in Nigeria. They settled
in Hausa states such as Kano, Zaria, and Katsina as clerics.

Others later settled among local people in the 16th and 17th century, at this
time the predominant Hausa state was Gobir after being able to gain its
independence from foreign rulers.

Gradually forgetting their own custom, the Fulani people welcomed the
ways of the Hausa people and began to fill elite positions in Hausa states,
gradually forgetting their own customs; but despite the influence of
power, they still had ties to the cattle or bush Fulani

They imposed their religion on them this Jihad was led by Othman Dan
folio

The Jihad brought about the defeat if the Hausa state and led to the
establishment.

The Jihad of 1804 brought about the defeat of the Hausas and led to the
establishement of the Fulani Emirate.

For administrative conivences, Othman Dan Dodio divided the kingdom
into east & west with his son Bello being the incharge of the
administration of the west while his brother Abdullah in charge of east.

MODE OF OPERATION

The Emir discharged his administration by apporinting officials who
would assist him in his functions.

- Waziri

- Galadima

- Madaki



- Dogari

- Maaji

- Sarkin Fada
- Sarkin Ruwa
- Sarkin pawa

Supreme Headquarters:
There were two headquarters. One in Sokoto and the other in Borno.

The Sultan of Sokoto was in charge ofthe eastern empire. The Emir of
Gwandu was in charge of the west.

District Administration:

Each emirate was broken into district. Districts are like
local government.

The head of each district owned the title “Hakimi”

Village Heads:
It was a responsibility of Hakimi to appoint village heads.
It was the duty of the village heads to maintain law and order in the villages.

It was the duty of the village heads to collect cattle tax. Cattle taxis
called Jangali.

Legislative Functions:
The Islamic laws were the supreme laws.

The Sharia book served as the constitution.
The emirs were allowed to make laws that were not covered by Islamic

laws.

Executive Functions:
This was performed by the emir.



He was an absolute or authoritarian government.

The Emirs and Sultans had the choice of either accepting or rejecting the
advice ofhis cabinet.

Judicial Functions:
This were based on the content of sharia laws.
The judges in charge of administering laws are called Alkali. The sharia

laws contained basically civil laws.

Civil laws are lawson criminal and land issues. Minor cases
were landled by village heads.

Note — The Hausa/Fulani system was a highly centralized system.

The purpose of the holy war was imposition of religion (Islamic)
Sharia law — The laws that were used for the administration in the
Hausa/Fulani. They were used to enforce orderliness.
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