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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the best guide you'll ever find for seeing the National Parks in
the United States. This atlas is meant to be your trusted companion as you
explore the vast landscapes, famous landmarks, and secret gems tucked
away in our country's most beloved natural spaces, no matter how
experienced you are as a traveler or if this is your first time taking a road
trip. The National Parks are more than just beautiful places to visit; they
are live examples of how beautiful and important the world is historically.
Each park has something amazing to offer, from the tall peaks of the Rocky
Mountains to the fiery landscapes of Yellowstone's geysers. This book gives
you the maps and directions you need to find your way along the highways,
side roads, and scenic paths that connect these beautiful parks, making
sure you don't miss any important landmarks along the way. This atlas has
carefully crafted maps of each park, complete with detailed roadways,
places of interest, and travel tips that make getting to and exploring each
park easy and fun. We point out the most beautiful routes through each
national park, give you expert tips on the must-see sights, and direct you to
the fastest and most beautiful paths to take. You can use the U.S. National
Parks Road Atlas to find wildlife, historic places, or just a view that you'll
never forget. It will make sure that your trip is not only smooth but also full
of fun.

Let's go!

How to Use This Atlas

This U.S. National Parks Road Atlas is meant to make your trip to each park
simple, fun, and stress-free. Here's how to use this map to get the most
out of your trips, whether they're short trips or trips across the country.
1. Quick Look at Maps

There is a thorough map of each park that shows the main highways,
scenic byways, and main roads that lead to the park. These are also on
the maps:



e Road Distances & Estimated Travel Times: These facts will help you
plan your trip by giving you an idea of how long it will take to get from
one place to another.

e Major Landmarks & Points of Interest: Important places in each park,
like tourist centers, famous natural features, and trailheads, are
clearly marked so you don't miss any must-see sights.

e Park Entrance Locations: The entrances to each park are clearly
marked, making it easy to find the best way to get into each one.

2. Suggested Scenic Routes

We've included loops through each park with beautiful views for people
who want to take their time and enjoy the scenery. We've marked these
roads with a special icon to make them easy to find on the map. They lead
to the best views. Because these routes range in how hard they are, we've
also told you about the scenery and driving conditions so you're ready for
what's to come.

3. Travel Tips and Recommendations
There are travel tips at the start of each park area to help you get the
most out of your trip. Among these are suggestions on:
Best Times to Visit: We'll help you figure out the best time to visit the park,
whether you want to avoid people or see it at its busiest.
Trail Recommendations: Based on your fitness level and time, we can
suggest walks that range from easy to difficult backcountry treks.
Local Amenities: Need to get some fuel, shopping, or a place to stay the
night? We have included information about places to stay, eat, and fill up
your gas tank that is close by.
4. Understanding Symbols
Symbols that stand for certain things can be found all over the map. These
icons make it easier to find interesting places on the maps and draw
attention to certain parts of each park, such as

« Campsites

« Visitor Centers

 Trailheads

» Rest Areas



« Scenic Viewpoints
5. Planning Your Route
Each park section tells you how to get to other parks or attractions close to
help you plan your trip better. You can plan a smooth road trip with clear
directions on major highways, beautiful byways, and smaller roads that
lead to the parks using the directions.
6. Park Safety & Guidelines
We put safety first, so here you'll find important park rules and tips for
keeping safe in the wild, whether you're hiking, camping, or just taking in
the sights. From staying safe around wildlife to checking road conditions,
we give you useful information to make sure your trip is safe and fun.

Tips for Safe and Sustainable Travel to
National Parks

People only get to visit National Parks a few times in their lives, so it's
important to treat these nature wonders with care and respect. Here are
some useful tips for traveling safely while also protecting these beautiful
places for future generations and causing as little damage as possible to
the earth.

1. Plan Ahead and Know Before You Go

e Research Park Conditions: Check the National Park's website before
you go to see if any roads are closed, if the trails are in good shape, or
if there is any other important information. In national parks, the
weather can change quickly, so be ready for anything.

e Obtain Necessary Permits: Some parks require permits for things like
camping in the backcountry, fishing, or hiking on certain trails. Before
you get there, make sure you have all the paperwork you need.

e Understand Park Hours: Many parks, especially those in remote
places, have seasonal hours. You can better plan your day if you know
what times the tourist centers, entrances, and bathrooms are open.

2. Practice Leave No Trace Principles

The Leave No Trace (LNT) philosophy is meant to keep the natural world
safe. By following these rules, you can have less of an effect on the park's
fragile ecosystems:



e Pack out What You Pack In: This includes food wrappers, water
bottles, and even things that break down naturally, like apple cores.
Leave the park cleaner than when you got there.

e Stay on Marked Trails: Don't make new trails or cut through plants.
This helps keep fragile plants safe and makes sure that wildlife areas
aren't disturbed.

e Respect Wildlife: Don't feed them. Feeding wild animals can change
how they normally behave, which can be bad for both the animals
and people. Stay far away from animals at all times and watches them
quietly without messing up their home.

e Leave Rocks, Flowers, and Artifacts Undisturbed: Don't bother
anyone; only take pictures and leave tracks. It is often against the law
and bad for the park to collect rocks, plants, or historical items.

3. Be Prepared for All Weather Conditions

« Layer Your Clothing: Weather can change quickly in the mountains
and other National Park areas. Dress in layers so you can adapt to
fluctuating temperatures. Bring a waterproof layer to protect against
rain.

« Bring Sun Protection: Even on cloudy days, UV rays can be harmful.
Wear sunscreen, a wide-brimmed hat, and sunglasses to protect your
skin and eyes.

« Pack Water and Snacks: Always carry plenty of water to stay
hydrated, especially if you’re hiking or spending long hour’s
outdoors. High-altitude areas can dehydrate you faster than you
might expect.

4. Keep Safety Top of Mind

e Know the Wildlife Risks: Depending on the park, you might see
dangerous animals like bears, mountain lions, or poisonous snakes. If
you need to, bring bear spray with you and read up on animal
situations before you go.

e Have a First-Aid Kit: Always keep a simple first-aid kit with you. It
should have bandages, antiseptic, painkillers, and bug spray.
Accidental injuries can happen, so it's best to be ready.

e Know Your Limits: Know your limits and never push yourself too hard,
whether you're climbing or driving. It's okay to turn around if a trail
looks too hard. Remember to rest and take breaks often.



5. Respect Other Visitors

e Practice Quiet Enjoyment: Stay quiet in the park to respect the
natural sounds around you. It's best not to shout or play loud music,
especially in places with animals.

e Be Mindful of Traffic: National Parks can get crowded, especially
during busy times. Follow the rules about where to park, and be
patient on roads that are busy. If you can, try getting there early or
late to escape the crowds.

e Share the Trails: Be polite to other people who are using multi-use
paths. Bicycles should give way to hikers, and hikers should give way
to bicycles. Be sure to move out of the way so others can pass safely.

6. Sustainable Travel Practices

e Carpool or Use Public Transportation: If you can, share a ride to cut
down on traffic and your carbon footprint. There are shuttle buses
and other forms of public transportation in many National Parks that
can help you get around without a car.

e Stay in Eco-Friendly Accommodations: Pick a place to stay that is
good for the environment and uses sustainable methods like
preserving water, cutting down on waste, and getting power from
green sources. Certain parks offer camping choices that are in line
with eco-friendly ideas.

e Use Reusable Water Bottles and Containers: Bring water bottles and
food in containers that you can use again and again to cut down on
single-use plastics. You won't have to buy bottled water because
many parks have places to refill your water bottles.

7. Support Local Communities
e Shop Local: Support local businesses by shopping in towns and cities
close by. You can help the local business and the environment by
buying souvenirs, food, and services made in the area.
e Volunteer: Some parks have programs where people can help protect
the environment by volunteering. This can be a fun and useful way to
help the park and learn more about how to keep it safe.
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