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Isandulela
I-Angeles National Forest iyikhaya lama-cougar ayingozi nama-jaguar
avela kwamanye amazwe azulazula ehlathini elikhulu. Kwesinye isikhathi,
ngobusuku obucwathile, amanani abo akhula isikhashana njengoba ama-LA
ayeyizilwane, noma abaguquguqukayo njengoba abantu bendabuko
sebebazi, bazulazula ezweni elingaphethwe muntu phakathi kwabazala
babo abakude. Yilobo busuku lapho izilwane zangempela zizingela
emihumeni yazo kuyilapho izilwane ezidla ezinye ezivela edolobheni
zihlasela indawo yazo isikhathi eside ngokwanele ukuba zizingele, noma
ngezikhathi ezingavamile, zixazulule izimpi ezingenakuxazululeka
endaweni yabantu.

Akukho lutho olubi ukwedlula lapho labo abashintshashintshayo belwa
futhi, uma oyedwa wabo elimele, baba yingozi kubantu njengabalingani
babo bezilwane. Ukuze kuvikelwe abantu abahlala phakathi kwabo,
izingxabano ezishintshashintshayo, uma kungenzeka, zihlale zenziwa
ngaphandle kwalabo bantu futhi indawo engcono kakhulu ingaphakathi
ekuzingeleni kwabo.

Kulobubusuku ihlathi lithule ngokumangazayo njengoba abanikazi ababili
bekilabhu enkulu phakathi kwedolobha bengena endaweni engafuyiwe,
bekhumula izingubo emihlane yabo ukuze bakhulule isilwane sabo
sangaphakathi. Namuhla ebusuku bebezingela ithuna le-vampire
engababhubhisa bobabili.

Ekujuleni kwehlathi lapho kungekho muntu owayebezwa khona, uMalaki,
umholi wesizwe sama-jaguar, wagijima ebumnyameni eya esitheni sakhe...
indoda okwakungafanele amethembe kuyo umngane wakhe omkhulu.
Inhloso yakhe kwaba omunye oshintshashintshayo, lona onegazi lecougar
eligijima emithanjeni yakhe, uNathaniel Wilder… umlingani wakhe
webhizinisi iminyaka engu-30 edlule.

UMalaki wangena endaweni evulekile wathola uNathaniel emi lapho
emlindile esesimweni somuntu. Ukuthatha amagxathu ambalwa ukuya
phambili, kwakunjengokusuka kwesinye isimo ukuya kwesinye njengoba
uMalaki ebuyela esimweni sakhe sobuntu. Bobabili babeyingozi



kungakhathaliseki ukuthi bashintshela kuluphi uhlobo. Njengabantu
bobabili babebasubathi benemisipha eqinile eqinile ngaphansi
kwesikhumba esithambile. Abashintshi babephuza ukuguga futhi womabili
amadoda ayengakaze abukeke esedlule iminyaka engu-30 nakuba
ayeseminyakeni yawo-50.

Ukube lena bekuyifilimu yaseHollywood, bekuyothatha imizuzu embalwa
ukuthi ishintshwe kambi, kodwa lokhu bekuyiqiniso futhi bezingekho izilo
eziconsa amathe kulokhu kucwengwa. Ubunqunu babungeyona into
eshintshashintshayo futhi inyanga yabengezela njengokukhanya
ngokugqashuka kwamafu esiphepho ngaphezu kwabo.

"Akumele kufike kulokhu," kusho uNathaniel, ngenkathi ebambe izintambo
ngesikhathi ezama ukukhuluma nomngane wakhe. "Ngilalele!
Kwakuyiminyaka engamashumi amathathu edlule futhi izinto
sezishintshile… sengishintshile.”

“Amanga eminyaka engamashumi amathathu!” Kwaduma uMalaki, izwi
lakhe linanela endaweni ecwebileyo. Amehlo akhe abheke lapho angcwaba
khona uKane futhi wezwa ukudonswa komswakama kuhlangana emehlweni
akhe. "Ngenxa yakho, ngimbophele uKane othulini ... ngenxa yakho
ngimshiyile iminyaka engamashumi amathathu!"

“Angikwazi ukukuvumela ukuthi ummbe, Malaki! Uyazi ukuthi
kuzokwenzekani uma wenza kanjalo,” uNathaniel wabuka ethukile
njengoba uMalaki ebuka ngokulangazela ithuna lendoda eyake yaba
umngane wakhe omkhulu. Wayengakaze akuqonde. UKane wayeyi-
vampire futhi eyingozi.

U-Kane ubuye waba enye yezinto ezimbili ezimile endleleni
yokubambisana okwakhiwa phakathi kwama-jaguar nama-cougars ... U-
Kane no-Malaki omuhle, okhohlisayo, unkosikazi okhohlisayo uCarlotta.
UNathaniel wayemthanda kuqala. Wayengaqondile ukuthi kwenzeke ngale
ndlela. Ekugcineni, uNathaniel wayeyixazulule inkinga ngolaka
olunomona… ebulala izinyoni ezimbili ngesikhathi esisodwa.

“Ubengumngane wami omkhulu futhi akakaze angikhaphele! Nguwe
ongigwaze emhlane!” UMalaki wacwayiza izinyembezi zokufutheka,
wasondela, wathinta icici ayelifakile; Icici lika-Kane. Wayenzeni? Lapho



ethola u-Kane egobele umkakhe oshonile, wayema kancane edidekile,
kwaze kwaba yilapho uNathaniel eqinisekisa uKane njengombulali.

Wayefele khona lapha kule nsimu, ngakho wayecabange ukuthi kulungile
ukubophela uKane kulelizwe... Waze weba incwadi ka-Kane yokupela futhi
wayisebenzisa ngokumelene naye ukuziphindiselela.

Yebo, uNathaniel wayeqinisile ngento eyodwa. Ama-vampires amaningi
ayemabi, kodwa kwakukhona okuhlukile futhi uKane wayengomunye
wabo. Kodwa akukho okubi okwedlula lokho ayekwenzile yena. Lesi
sipelingi singahlehliswa kuphela umlingani womphefumulo ka-Kane.

UMalaki wayecabanga ukuthi kuyahlekisa ngaleso sikhathi ngoba u-Kane
wayengenaminyaka kodwa engakaze ahlangane nomlingani wakhe
womphefumulo. Esikhathini esidlule, yena noKane babevame ukwenza
amahlaya ukuthi owesifazane onjalo ngeke azalwe. Umqondo wakhe
wabuyela emamathekeni kaKane njengoba ayethi, 'unkulunkulu kuzofanele
abe nomuzwa wokuhlekisa ukuze akhe owesifazane ozobekezelela eminye
imigilingwane yakhe.'

"Ube ngaphansi lapho isikhathi eside kakhulu." Kuxwayisa uNathaniel.
"Ngalolo hlobo lwenkanuko yegazi kanye nokusangana okumgibele ... uma
ukhulula uKane manje, uzosibulala kuphela."

Ikhanda likaMalaki lanqamuka futhi wagqolozela uNathaniyeli. "Kuzomele
angibulale ngoba uzobe usufile."

Njengoba usongo olukhishiwe, womabili amadoda aphinde ashintsha
ezilwaneni zawo.
 

*****

Emaphethelweni enkundla yokukhempa eseduze nomdlalo omkhulu
wokulondolozwa kwegeyimu uTabatha King, noma u-Tabby njengoba
wonke umuntu wayembiza kanjalo, wayehlezi ezitebhisini zekhempa
enkulu yomzali wakhe ebheke phezulu ezinkanyezini ezilunguza emafini
aminyene. Wawakhipha emehlweni ejabulela ukuthi ekugcineni seliyekile
ukuna.

Wayeqala ngqa ukukhempa futhi into yokugcina ayefuna ukuyenza
kwakuwukumpintshana ngaphakathi e-RV. Ubejabule kakhulu ngalolu



hambo futhi wajabula nakakhulu lapho bevuma ukuletha inja encane
yomndeni iScrappy. Kwakudinga ukuncenga kakhulu, kodwa ngemva
kokuthembisa ukunakekela umngane wakhe omncane omkhulu, umdlwane
wase-Yorkie, ekugcineni wayebazuzele abazali bakhe ababemathintanyawo.

Njengamanje uScrappy wayekhonkotha ebumnyameni, enyakaza entanjeni
yakhe, efuna ukujaha izithunzi ezazimnakile. Intombazanyana yethuka
ngesikhathi uScrappy evele ekhumula intambo yakhe egijima. Wasukuma
ezitebhisini zensimbi lapho umdlwane udatshuza esikhaleni esincane
esingaphansi kothango oluhlukanisa inkundla yesiqiwu.

“Cha impela!” UTabby wakhala wagijima elandela inja. Abazali bakhe
babemethembile ukuthi ngeke amlahlekele. Afike ame ocingweni adonse
umoya egqolozele ubumnyama bezihlahla. "Angilona igwala." Waluma
udebe lwakhe olungezansi ngokuzimisela ngaphambi kokuba aguqe
ngamadolo ukuze aphenye ngokuvuleka.

Ngemva kokuklwebheka okuncane, wayengena embotsheni efanayo
ocingweni futhi egijima ehlathini elandela umsindo wokuzamula okude.
“Uzongifaka enkingeni,” ehleba kabuhlungu, wabe eseqala ukuchofoza
ulimi lwakhe azi ukuthi umdlwane uvame ukuzwa umsindo.

"Tabby, ukuphi?"

Emuva kwakhe, uTabatha wezwa unina ebiza kodwa wayezimisele kakhulu
ukubuyisela inja yakhe ekamu. UScrappy wayeyinja yakhe futhi
kwakufanele ayinakekele. Ngakho esikhundleni sokubuyela kunina noma
kumdlwane, wahlala ethule futhi walandela umsindo wokukhonkotha
okuphakeme kukaScrappy.

Akuphelanga sikhathi esingakanani uThabatha kwadingeka ame umzuzu
abambe umoya. Ancike esihlahleni abeke izandla emadolweni angcolile
ephefumula elalele nemisindo yehlathi. Wayehlale efuna ukuma phakathi
nehlathi futhi alalele njengoba kwenza amaNdiya kumamuvi we-TV.

Amafu emvula ayehlukene isikhashana abuya nokukhanya kwenyanga
okugqamile kwanyamalala kungazelelwe. Amehlo akhe avuleka lapho
ebona ukuthi akasawaboni amalambu endaweni yokukhempa.

Ethatha igxathu lokuzama ukuya phambili, waqalaza ngapha nangapha
kodwa konke akubona kwakuwubumnyama, izigxobo zesihlahla



zingabonakali, ngisho namathunzi amnyama. Wahayiza lapho kuzwakala
into ezwakala buqamama ngemuva kwakhe. Ngokunquma ukuthi
akayithandi leyo ndlela, wasuka egijima engabheki emuva.

Ngemva kwalokho okwakubonakala kungunaphakade, wezwa uScrappy
ekhonkotha futhi wagijima waqonda kuleyo ndawo ngethemba lokuthi
noma yini eyayibhodla umlilo yayingamjahi. Wezwa omunye ukukhala
kodwa kulokhu kuvela ndawana thize phambi kwakhe.

Emba izithende phansi, wazama ukushibilika ukuze ame kodwa inhlabathi
yayimbozwe amaqabunga acwebile kanye nodaka lwemvula. Esikhundleni
sokuma, washibilika nangokwengeziwe ngohlangothi lwakhe ngaphambi
kokwehla kancane kancane.

Umoya waphuma kuye ngesikhathi umzimba wakhe ushayisa isihlahla
esiwile simisa ukushibilika kwakhe. Into yokuqala ayiqaphela ngemva
kokubamba umoya ukuthi uScrappy wayengasakhonkothi. Waphinda
wezwa ukukhala wase ekhuphuka ephindela egqumeni lapho ezwa
ukuhayiza okuthambile. Ephakamisa amadolo akhe, alunguze phezu
kwesiqu somuthi futhi abone indawo encane lapho ukukhanya kwenyanga
kukhanya khona ngqo phansi.

Khona lapho phakathi nendawo kwakukhona uScrappy, ekhala sengathi
ushaywe yinja emgwaqeni ekhaya. Umdlwane wawuyisicaba phansi futhi
ukhasa uhlehla. Amehlo akhe aluhlaza avuleka lapho ebona ukuthi kungani.
Izilwane ezimbili zazisondelana kancane kancane endaweni evulekile futhi
uScrappy wayephakathi nendawo.

"Dummy," uTabby ehefuzela ngaphansi.

Wabona izilwane ezithombeni uyise ayembonise zona ngaphambi kokuba
zithathe uhambo. Omunye wayeyi-cougar kanti omunye wambona
kumabonakude… i-jaguar. Wayethanda ukubuka izinhlelo zezilwane futhi
wayengafinyi njengoba umama wakhe ayenjalo ngesikhathi izilwane
kumabonakude zizama ukuhlaselana. Kodwa lokhu kwakuhlukile...
kwakungokoqobo futhi kuthusa kancane.

Kwakungamakati angakudla, amakhulu futhi. Izilwane ezinomusa
zazungezana zodwa zigquma ekujuleni komphimbo futhi amehlo azo
ayecwebezela kuhle kwamandondo egolide. Umsindo obulalayo



uqhutshekwa nomoya, uphephetha ubheke kuThabatha elokhu ebabuka
ethukile.

“Woza Scrappy,” ehleba, ethemba ukuthi amakati amakhulu awamuzwa.
"Woza lapha ngaphambi kokuba omunye wabo akunyathele." Wayezothi
‘idla wena’ kodwa wayengafuni ukwesabisa umdlwane ompofu njengoba
wawuvele unjalo.

Amakati avele ahayiza enza uThabatha avale izindlebe zakhe ngezintende
zezandla zakhe ngoba kwakunomsindo omkhulu futhi owesabekayo.
Zagijima ngesivinini esiphezulu endaweni evulekile, okwenza uScrappy
afake umsila wakhe phakathi kwemilenze yakhe futhi ancinze ngenxa
yokwesaba.

Ebona umdlwane ohlukumezekile, uTabatha wagaqa esihlahleni wagijima
ebheke eScrappy ngokushesha okukhulu. Wayeseduze noScrappy
kunamakati futhi wajuba phansi, ngokushesha wavala umzimba wakhe
omncane ngowakhe ngesikhathi lezi zilwane ezimbili zigxuma zashayisana
emoyeni ngenhla kwakhe ngqo.

"Ngicela ungayilimazi inja yami!" ememeza.

Waphinde waklabalasa lapho izinzipho ezibukhali zimdonsa ingalo enye
iklaba emhlane. Amakati ashaya phansi ngemuva kwakhe ngokuhlokoma
kwethambo, egquma futhi eklabalasa. Wasala egobile uScrappy
owayelokhu evevezela futhi elokhu ebhaklaza kancane, engalinge ebuka
izilwane ezazilwa nje izinyawo ezimbalwa ngemva kwakhe.

UThabatha wesaba ukunyakaza wabambelela enja eyiqinise
ngangokunokwenzeka. Amehlo akhe ayewacimezile waqala wahlebela
uScrappy ukuba agijime ayofuna usizo, uma elinye lamakati naye
limtholile. Kwafafazwa okuthile okumanzi nokufudumala emhlane wakhe
kodwa akazange anyakaze. Ekugcineni, impi yanqamuka futhi wazibheka
ehlombe.

Waqhaqhazela wakhala ebona amadoda amabili elele emva kwakhe
egcwele igazi. Asukume kancane uThabatha aguqe ngamadolo ephethe
uScrappy bese ehlehla. Yayishonephi i-cougar ne-jaguar? Ingabe bahlasela
lamadoda amabili base bebaleka? Kungani amadoda ayengenazo izingubo?



UNathaniel wavele wavula amehlo akhe futhi wamkhiphela amazinyo
abukhali kakhulu.

UThabatha wakhubeka ehlehla wacishe wawa kodwa wabuye wavuka. U-
Scrappy waphinda waklewula lapho ukugquma kwendoda kulingisa okwe-
cougar futhi ilwela ukuphuma ezingalweni zikaTabby. Wabaleka
wayongena ehlathini ememeza uvalo.

Wadlikiza uMalaki njengoba igazi ligobhoza esifubeni sakhe. Avule
umlomo abhonge izwi elilodwa ebhekise entombini.

“Baleka!” izwi lakhe laphetha ngokukhala kwejaguar okungena
ezindlebeni.

UThabatha akazange acabange kabili ngokulalela. Waphenduka ezithendeni
wabaleka ephuma egcekeni engasalokothi abheke emuva. Wayengenandaba
nokuthi uyaphi; kuphela ukuthi wabaleka kumadoda ayesabekayo egcwele
igazi.
 

*****
 

“Ngiyabonga futhi izindaba zasekhaya lezi. Namuhla ebusuku umndeni
wendawo unesizathu sokugubha. Indodakazi yabo, uTabatha, yagcina
itholakele izulazula e-Angeles National Forest ngemva kokuduka
ezinsukwini ezintathu ezedlule iphuma endaweni yokukhempa eduze
kwaseCrystal Lake iyothola le nja yomndeni. Ngokusobala inja
yayizikhulule entanjeni yayo yabalekela ehlathini. Ingane eneminyaka
eyisikhombisa yajaha inja ngesibindi futhi yaze yatholakala ekuseni.
Ngeshwa, inja ayitholakalanga naye. Ngokusho kwezikhulu, usesibhedlela
somphakathi uyelulama ngenxa yokwethuka, njengoba kubonakala sengathi
usinde ekuhlaselweni yi-cougar. UTabatha omncane wayelokhu etshela
abaqaphi behlathi ngamadoda amabili alimele ehlathini kodwa ngemva
kokuseshwa ngokucophelela endaweni engamakhilomitha-skwele
ayizinkulungwane ezinhlanu, akutholakalanga lutho. Sizokugcwalisela
okwengeziwe ngemva kwehora.”
 

 



 

 

Isahluko 1
Ngemuva kweminyaka eyi-10…

Umculo onomsindo uphume ngesigqi usuka ekilabhini, uphawu lwayo lwe-
neon olukhulu olunsomi lushintsha imibala ehambisana nesigqi. Ukukhanya
kwakha ukukhanya okwesabekayo esakhiweni esingaphesheya komgwaqo.
Ophahleni lwaleso sakhiwo, indoda eyayinezinwele ezimfishane,
ezikhanyayo ezi-blonde yema ngonyawo olulodwa onqenqemeni. Wagoba
phambili, indololwane ibambelele edolweni eligobile, ngesikhathi ebhema
usikilidi.

U-Kane Tripp wagobisa ikhanda lakhe kancane wase ehambisa isandla
ezinweleni ezimfushane ezinezipikili. Wayekuzonda ukuyisika, egeja ubude
obukade bubude. Wayesawukhumbula umuzwa wobusilika bayo
obuphulula umhlane wakhe ongezansi. Ewuphakamisele ezindebeni
ugwayi, adonse umoya ajule azi ukuthi uphuthelwe yizinto eziningi,
njengogwayi ayewubhema ngaphambi kokuba angcwatshwe ephila
washiywa esefile.

Eminyakeni engu-40 edlule wabanjwa engalindele uMalaki, umholi
weqembu elincane lama-jaguar, futhi esolwa ngokubulala umngane
womshado. Ngaphambi kwalobo busuku, uKane wayenokuma okuhle
nezingwe, futhi umholi wazo wayengomunye wabangane bakhe abakhulu.
Izindebe zikaKane zaba zincane enkumbulo. UMalaki wayeliqulile icala,
wamahlulela futhi wamgweba ngolaka.

Esebenzisa isipelingi esikuyona le ncwadi uKane ayecabanga ukuthi
uyifihle ngokucophelela, uMalaki wayembophe ngesiqalekiso, engakwazi
ukunyakaza noma ukukhuluma... engakwazi nokuzivikela. Wabe esekhipha
icici lika-Kane legazi elalimvumela ukuthi ahambe emini. Amatshe egazi
ake aba nge-vampire yokuqala, uSyn.

U-Kane wake wabuza ukuthi kwakungenzeka kanjani ukuthi kube khona
okokuqala futhi impendulo yamthusa.

USyn wayefike yedwa kulomhlaba, elimele futhi elambile. Insizwa
yayimtholile kanti endlaleni uSyn wayesethathe igazi lakhe. I-vampire



yasheshe yafunda ukuthi abantu baleli zwe babeyizidalwa ezibuthakathaka,
umphefumulo wabo wawuyobashiya uma ehlanganyela igazi lakhe,
ngethemba lokudala umndeni kule planethi. Kodwa lapho imiphefumulo
yabo isihambile, yayingasenamsebenzi kuye futhi ingaphezudlwana nje
kwezilo.

Phakathi nokuphila kwakhe okungapheli, uSyn wayethole kuphela abantu
abathathu abanjalo abagcine imiphefumulo yabo… baba izingane zakhe.
Umehluko kuphela ukuthi uma sebephendukile, ilanga lalishisa ... libashiye
kanye nezingane zakubo eziyisilo ukuze bacashe emini. Lokhu
kwakungakaze kube yinkinga emhlabeni kaSyn ngenxa yetshe legazi.

Izingubo eziwugqinsi ayezigqokile uSyn zazivela kwelakhe izwe futhi
zenziwe ngetshe legazi. Ekhumula ucezu lwelinye lamabhande asengalo,
wawenza indandatho, umgexo, necici elilodwa. UKane uphinde
waphakamisa isandla wathinta icici abelifakile.

Lapho itshe legazi lalimnike khona impilo ejwayelekile… bekuyincwadi
kaSyn yeziphonso ebikade yaba ukuwa kukaKane. USyn wayewushiyele
owakhethwa ukuba awusebenzise kahle ngesikhathi elele. Ngaphakathi
kwayo kwakukhona isilingo esibi, indlela yokubeka phansi izingane
ezingenamphefumulo uma ziba yingozi kakhulu kubantu.

Njengoba isipelingi esibi sasisetshenziswa kuye, u-Kane wayekwazi
ukubuka ngamehlo amnyama, angacwayizi njengoba umngane wakhe
wangaphambili efaka inhlabathi emnyama phezu kwakhe. Into yokugcina
akhumbula eyibona kwakuyinkanyezi egcwele isibhakabhaka phezu
kwehlathi lezihlahla.

Ubumnyama babudla wonke futhi buthule. Ikhubalo lalimgcina eboshiwe
kodwa wayezizwa izinto emhlabeni zishibilika phezu kwakhe. Izidalwa
ezincane, ezifayo ezazigwema ukudla inyama yakhe efile kodwa
ngokungazi zawuluma umphefumulo wakhe.

Ngokuhamba kwesikhathi, wacabanga ukuthi useyahlanya, wabe eseqala
ukuzwa imisindo njalo… amazwi. Babemukelekile kuye ejele lakhe futhi
wayelangazelela ukuzwa okwengeziwe. Ngezinye izikhathi wayezwa
imindeni yonke, futhi ngezinye izikhathi wayezwa abantu abadala kuphela.

Ngezinye izikhathi wayezama ukulwa nesilingo, acele usizo noma abe
uhlobo oluthile lwenkampani yakhe. Umlingo wambamba wamqinisa,



wamenza waphelelwa amandla ngokuphelele. Wayazi ukuthi lesi
siphongo… wayesisebenzise ezilo. Kwakuwumlingo oyinkimbinkimbi
owawudinga igazi lomuntu othandekayo ukuze amkhulule. Isipelingi
sothando esinamandla kangangokuthi umlingani womphefumulo wesisulu
kuphela ongaphuka.

Yayihlale isebenza nama-vampires angenamphefumulo ngoba kwakufanele
ube nomphefumulo ukuze ubize umlingani womphefumulo. Wayesebenzise
lesi silingo izikhathi ezingaphezu kwesisodwa ukuze asuse emhlabeni
izingane zakubo ezingamademoni ezibulala ezazingazi lutho ngaphandle
kokunxanela igazi.

U-Kane wahleka ngokudabukisayo ngenkumbulo ebuhlungu yokwazi
ukuthi wayezobhujiswa... ngoba wayengenaye umngane womshado.
Okungenani wayengakaze ahlangane nempicabadala enjalo. Futhi uma
enalo, kwakungenakwenzeka ukuthi avele akhubeke ethuneni lakhe
ngesikhathi esopha. UMalaki wayedabuke kakhulu ... wayemthanda
umkakhe kangangokuthi wayefuna uKane azi ukujula kothando olunjalo
futhi akulangazelela.

Ukulangazelela wakwenza. Izikhathi eziningi wayekhala izinyembezi, ecela
noma yini unkulunkulu angalalela, alethe umngane wakhe womphefumulo
kuye ukuze akhululeke. Ukube wambulala ngempela unkosikazi womngane
wakhe, bekuyoba isijeziso esifanele. Kodwa wayemsulwa ebugebengwini
obunjalo.

Ngobunye ubusuku, ngemva kwesikhathi eside eselahle ithemba ...
wakuzwa. Umsindo ocacile wokubhonga kukaMalaki wadabula inkulumo
yakhe yangaphakathi, ehambisana nokunye ukuklabalasa kobulwane.
Kwathi esashaqekile, wezwa izwi lentombazanyana ngenhla kwakhe
imemeza ithi bangawulimazi umdlwane wayo.

Umsindo wezwi lakhe elincane, elithukile waphula okuthile ngaphakathi
kuye, wamenza wafisa ukukhululeka, ukuze amvikele esilweni ebusuku.

‘UMalaki ngeke alimaze umdlwane wakho omncane,’ kusho uKane
engqondweni.

Kwakuyiqiniso. UMalaki wayengeke alimaze muntu ngaphandle uma
bemonile kakhulu ngandlela thize... ikakhulukazi ingane. Ukwazi ukuthi
umngane wakhe wayesendaweni ethile ngaphezu kwakhe, u-Kane wezwa



inhlansi yokuphila ibuyela kuye. Wacasuka lapho intombazane iphinda
imemeza futhi wezwa into ehlala kanzima phansi. Igazi… wezwa iphunga
legazi elalisanda kuchitheka ligeleza emhlabathini othambile libheke kuye.

Kwakuyinto eyamukelekayo kakhulu ake wahlangabezana nayo. Iphunga
langena emqondweni wakhe futhi lacishe lamqhubezela ekuhlanyeni
okukhulu, azi ukuthi wayengakwazi ukufinyelela kulo. Wayebuthakathaka
kakhulu ngenxa yokuchitha isikhathi esiningi engaphuzi nokukodwa…
omele ukufa kodwa engafi. Kungaleso sikhathi lapho ezwa omunye
umunwe wakhe udikiza.

UKane wagxila kulokhu futhi wabeka okwakusele engqondweni yakhe
ukuthi azame ukunyakaza. Wezwa izinsuku zihamba, ezisekela ekushiseni
akuzwa phansi phezu kwakhe. Iphunga legazi lamzungeza manje,
limqhubezela phambili. Ekugcineni, wakwazi ukusebenza kancane kancane
izingalo zakhe futhi waqala inqubo ehamba kancane yokuzama ukuzimbela
ithuna lakhe.

Kwadlula izinsuku eziningi futhi lapho isandla sakhe ekugcineni
sigqashuka, wakhala izinyembezi zenjabulo. Ezikhipha obhuqwini, uKane
wavula amehlo akhe wagqolozela phezulu, ehleka cishe ngokuhlanya lapho
ebona isibhakabhaka esimnyama nezinkanyezi phezulu. Lapho ebheka
phansi, wabona indwangu eyayinamathonsi amancane egazi omile.
Ayithathe, ayibeke emakhaleni ehogela iphunga legazi elimkhululile.

Egcine isikhumbuzo somsindisi wakhe esibambe ngqi esibhakeleni,
waphakamisa wonke umzimba wakhe phansi. UMalaki kanye nomkhumbi
owabulala umka-jaguar babelele befile nje amamitha ambalwa ukusuka
ethuneni layo.

Ebabheka ngasehlathini, wayazi ukuthi intombazane yayikade ihambile
kodwa uKane wayeqiniseka ukuthi ingane yayiwumngane wakhe
womphefumulo. Ubani omunye owayengaphula isipelingi uMalaki asibeka
kuye?

Ebuthakathaka kakhulu ukuyofuna intombazane, uKane wakhasa waya
kuMalaki, ebonakala ethinta ngesisa esihlathini sendoda. Ephendulela
ubuso bakhe kuye, ukuphefumula kukaKane kwamshiya edidekile.
UMalaki wayefake icici letshe legazi. Icici lakhe!



Ngesikhashana nje sokucasuka nokunyakaza okushesha kakhulu
ukukubona, u-Kane wasukuma ebambe icici esibhakeleni. Ebheka ngale
kuNathaniel, indoda eyayimbulele, uKane waqoqa ubumnyama
bumzungezile njengengubo futhi wanyamalala ebumnyameni.

U-Kane wakhipha umoya futhi wabuka intuthu itshuza emoyeni, yagoqa
phambi kwakhe ngaphambi kokuphephuka nomoya. Uchithe iminyaka
eyishumi edlule ezulazula amazwe ngamazwe, izwekazi nezwekazi, efunda
konke ayekugeje ngesikhathi egwetshwa iminyaka engamashumi amathathu
ejele.

Waqinisa amandla akhe kancane kancane, eqala ngomdlwane omhlophe
wase-Yorkie awuthole uthuthumela esihlahleni esingcwelisiwe kulelo
hlathi. Kwakuyisilwane esifuywayo sothile futhi wayezizwa ezisola
ngokwenza into enjalo, kodwa isidingo sokudla sasinamandla kunecala
lakhe ngaleso sikhathi.

Ngemva kokuba esedlile waqaphela ukuthi umdlwane ngeyengane
eyayimkhululile. Ezwa inhlansi encane yokuphila isengaphakathi kwebhola
elincane loboya, wenza into embi kakhulu. Eluma isihlakala sakhe, u-Kane
waphoqa amaconsi ambalwa ukuthi awele olimini lwayo olubomvana wabe
esebeka umdlwane phansi ezibuza ukuthi wenzani. Ngeke kusebenze…
ngabe?

Wayemsindise kabili futhi engazi. Inkumbulo yezwi lakhe ethukile
yayisenamandla okumqhaqhazela ebuthongweni obukhulu. Wafisa sengathi
ngabe uyambona...ethi shazi nje ahambe nezwi elalimphethe.

Efake isandla ephaketheni lakhe, akhiphe ukhololo omncane agqolozele
isigqebhezana esimise okwethambo esikulo. Wayesazi isibongo kodwa
ikheli elikulo lalingasasebenzi... kwase kuphele iminyaka. Lapho
ekugcineni efunda ukusebenza ikhompuyutha, wayesesha kodwa abazali
bentombazane base beshonile futhi indlu isidayisiwe. Indodakazi
ayenesiqiniseko sokuthi yiyo emkhululile yabe isinyamalele kungaziwa
muntu.

UKane waphonsa usikilidi wakhe ngonyawo lwakhe lwesokunxele wase
ewugxoba. Lapho ebuyela e-Los Angeles, wabuyela ngokushesha eqenjini
uMalaki ake wahlala kulo futhi wagijima, wathola ukuthi selidayisiwe futhi
izingane zakhe sezithuthele ekhelini elisha. Le ndawo entsha yake yaba



yindawo yokugcina impahla engasasetshenziswa, kodwa ama-jaguar
ayesanda kulungisa futhi ayenza iklabhu yasebusuku ukuze ihambisane
nezikhathi. Manje izingane zikaMalaki zaziphethe lesi sikhungo.

Wanikina ikhanda ezibuza ukuthi uMalaki angenza kanjani ukuthi ashade
futhi azi ukuthi umthanda kangakanani unkosikazi wakhe wokuqala.
Wayekade engumngane wakhe womphefumulo futhi nakuba
abashintshashintshayo baziwa ngezifiso zabo zobulili, uma sebehlangene
nomlingani wabo womphefumulo cishe kwakungenakwenzeka ukuthanda
omunye.

Lapho uKane eseyicwaningile, waphawula ukuthi unkosikazi omusha
kaMalaki wayemzalele izingane ezine wabe eseshona lapho ebeletha
indodana yabo encane uNick.

UMalaki wayeshone ngobusuku ezwe ukubhonga ngaphansi komhlaba,
kodwa u-Kane wayesasizwa isidingo sokuziphindiselela ngaphakathi
kwakhe. Cishe wonke ama-vampires azalwa ebumnyameni futhi
mhlawumbe uSyn wayenephutha ngokuthi wayehluke kakhulu kubafowabo
ababi. Mhlawumbe nje ukulahlekelwa ingqondo yakhe iminyaka
engamashumi amathathu ehlukumezayo kwase kwenze umonakalo owanele
lapho manje wayengekho ngaphandle. Umqondo wakhe wawusesendaweni
emnyama lapho uMalaki ayembeke khona.

Ngokuqondene no-Kane, kwakuyizingwe ezazidonsa igazi kuqala. Manje
wayesebuyile ukuzokhothamela ngendlela efanayo... kulo lonke uhlanga
olubi lwabashintshashintshayo, kuqala ngezingane zikaMalaki. O, kodwa
ubengeke agcine lapho. Okulandelayo kuzoba izingane zomshicileli
owayemfake uhlaka... uNathaniel Wilder.

Ukudala abalandeli ukuze bamnikeze igazi kwakungenzima. U-Kane
wayesamangazwe yonke indawo ye-Goth engaphansi komhlaba edolobheni
elingaphakathi. Abaningi babo babephupha nje ngokuba yilokho
ayeyikho… ivampire yangempela esikhundleni se-Goth wanna-be.

Okwakufanele akwenze kwakuwukuvula eyodwa, bese eshiya isingezansi
sakhe esingenamphefumulo ukuze azenzele ezakhe izinto. Ukhethe
oyingozi kakhulu eqenjini… lowo obekubonakala sengathi ulahlekelwe
umphefumulo wakhe ngenxa yobumnyama. I-Raven, isikhohlakali,
owayekade engungqondongqondo emngceleni njengomuntu… isilahliwe



saseGoth, esasilambele igazi kudala ngaphambi kokuba libe nesidingo salo
sangempela.

URaven uyena kuphela umuntu uKane ake amxoxela mayelana nezigigaba
ezimjamelayo bese zimngcwaba ephila. Wayengazi ukuthi kungani etshele
iRaven ... isithukuthezi mhlawumbe.

UKane wayekhulule isigebengu edolobheni. I-Raven yayithukuthelele
umhlaba ngaphambi kokuba izalwe kabusha njengengane yobusuku futhi
manje uKane wayemnike ithuba lokuphuma ngaleyo ntukuthelo. URaven
wayezibophezele ekuziphindiseleleni egameni likaKane futhi i-vampire
engenamphefumulo yasebenzisa amakhono akhe amasha ngokugcwele.

Akazange azihluphe ngokuzama ukukhuluma iRaven ngoba yayihambisana
kahle nezinhlelo zakhe zokumisela wonke umndeni kaMalaki ngokuwa.
Kungani evikela abaguquli eRaven? Okukhulu ayekunikeze
kwakuwukutshela umfana ukuthi kwakungadingeki abulale abantu ukuze
azondle, ukuthi kwakungafanele enze noma yimuphi umonakalo, uma
engafuni. Kwakungelona iphutha lakhe ukuthi uRaven akhethe ukufa.

Isikhathi sokuqala uRaven ebulele kwaba ukuphela kwesikhathi uKane
angena ngaso, wabamba umfana ngaphambi kokuba ashiye abafileyo belele
nophawu lwe-vampire endaweni yokubuka kalula kwabantu. Ukugcina
imfihlo yakhe yomusa kwakugxile ekuzivikeleni kwakhe futhi
wayesekhohliwe ukwabelana ngaleyo mfihlo noRaven. U-Kane wabe
esembonisa indlela yokusika phakathi kwezimpawu ze-fang futhi akwenze
kubukeke njengokubulala okudabukisayo okulula.

URaven ubekade etshale izisulu zakhe eduze kweUmdanso Wenyanga
ukuze iziphathimandla zizithole. Kwakuyilungiselelo eliphelele. Ama-
vampires amaningi ayemabi ngokwemvelo ngakho u-Kane wayechithe
ingxenye enkulu yempilo yakhe engafanga lapho kubabulali. Ukubona lo
mfana ebulala kwakubonakala kungokwemvelo kohlobo lwakhe.

Ukube u-Syn wayephapheme ukuze abone ukubulawa kwabantu,
wayezokhipha umhlaba osizini ngokubulala iRaven noma ngokumbophela
ethuneni. Manje njengoba uKane ethole isijeziso esinjalo, angakhetha ukufa
ngokushesha.

Ngaphambi kokuxoshwa kwakhe, wayekade engabangane nenye
ivampire… UMichael. Babendawonye isikhathi eside kunalokho omunye



wabo ayengase akukhumbule noma ayekufuna. Bobabili babephiwe
amatshe egazi ngoba babeyigcinile imiphefumulo yabo... bona nomfowabo
kaMichael uDamon.

UMikayeli wayeyindoda elungile... esesohlangothini lwezingelosi njengoba
zisho, nakuba wayezwile ngomvini ukuthi uDamoni wayenohlangothi
olumnyama futhi wayewukhipha kumfowabo. Mhlawumbe
wayezomvakashela kancane uDamon ngemva kokuba eseqedile lapha futhi
amfundise imikhuba ethile. U-Kane wazibuza ngombango wezingane
zakini ngokuzumayo ngoba uMichael wayemthanda umfowabo ... kodwa
izinto zazihlale zinendlela yokushintsha.

U-Kane wayengafuni ukuthi uMichael azi ububi ithuna elalishiye bukhasa
ngaphakathi kuye. Uchithe isikhathi sakhe emasontweni ambalwa edlule
ebukele uMichael ekude. Wayazi ukuthi uMichael kanye nendodana endala
ye-jaguar, u-Warren, base bengabangane… njengoba nje yena noMalaki
babekade baba.

Abashintshi babengamambuka futhi uMichael wayengakatholi lelo qiniso
elincane. Ngokususa ama-shifts endleleni, uzobe esenzela uMichael
okokugcina… ngenxa yezikhathi zakudala.

UKane waphakamisa isandla, wathinta icici elalihlala itshe legazi azi ukuthi
lalihlale limvimbela ekubulaleni abantu. Uma umphefumulo wakhe
wawumubi ngempela, khona-ke umlingo ongaphakathi kwetshe legazi
wawungeke umsebenzele. Wayehlale ezibuza ukuthi kungenzeka kanjani
ukuthi uMalaki alishaye indiva lelo qiniso elilula... ubufakazi bobumsulwa
bakhe babuphambi kwakhe.

Akunandaba... Wayechithe iminyaka engamashumi amathathu ejele lakhe
ngento ayengayenzanga. "ukuphindisela kuzoba isihogo bangane bami."

*****
 

"Umthengisi ngocingo?" Kubuza uChad ezama ukukufihla ukuthi usinekile,
kanti udadewabo omncane walushaya ucingo lwaze lwawa odongeni.
Yawela phansi yaphahlazeka.

Umona wakhahlela ucingo phansi ehholo enza sengathi ikhanda lesoka
lakhe ngaphambi kokuvulela umfowabo. “Niyizinja nonke, noma yilezi



engijola nazo?”

U-Chad uphakamise izandla zakhe ekhombisa ukuzinikela, “Ngokubona
kwami, amantombazane mabi ngendlela efanayo. Yehlisa umoya utshele
ubhuti ukuthi kwenzekeni.”

Umona wabeka isiphongo sakhe phezu kokubanda kodonga. Wenqaba
ngisho nokuphuma unyembezi olulodwa ukuze abaleke. Wayengamthandi
uTrevor ngokwanele ukuba akhale ngaye futhi wayesekhathele kakhulu
yibo bonke abafana ababentula ngandlela thize. “UJason usanda kufona
engibuza. Wacabanga ukuthi angishadile futhi ngoba usanda kuhlangana
noTrevor eklabhu yokudansa entsha. Ubeshaya enye intombazane khona
lapho endaweni yokudansa.”

Wanikina ikhanda uChad. Angeke amzwele uTrevor uma udadewabo
embeka izandla. "Sizohamba kanjani-ke ejuxuza?" wakhipha ishiya,
engafuni ukuphuthelwa lokhu emhlabeni.

Umona wamamatheka, ethanda lowo mbono, “Nginike imizuzu eyishumi
ukuze ngizilungiselele.”

UChad wavuma ngekhanda wahlala phansi onqenqemeni lukasofa wacofa
irimothi ukuze abuke izindaba, nakuba ayenganakile. Wayengafuni ukuthi
athandane noTrevor noma kunjalo. Wayazi ukuthi lo mfana wenza
njengawo wonke umMelika, ocebile, owalungiselela ikolishi ukuze nje
alahle wonke umuntu, kodwa lokho kwakungasho ukuthi wayemthanda
eqamba amanga kumona ngokuthi wayengubani ngempela. Uma uTrevor
ezolala naye, kusho ukuthi kwakudingeka okungenani azi iqiniso lokuthi
wayebhuqa bani.

Ukuqala ubuhlobo ngaphandle kokuqamba amanga kwakungeyona indlela
engcono kakhulu. Uma uzoqamba amanga, akufanele uhileleke
kwasekuqaleni. Wavalela uTrevor ekhoneni ngesikhathi egcina ukumbona
esiteshini futhi watshela osebenzela umshoshaphansi ukuthi atshele umona
iqiniso ngalokho akwenzayo noma ahlukane naye. Kwakungelona iphutha
lakhe uTrevor akazange alalele muntu ngaphandle kwakhe.

Kwamcasula ukucabanga ukuthi uTrevor kungenzeka ukuthi usebenzisa
umona ngenkathi enza umsebenzi womshoshaphansi endaweni yokucima
ukoma. Njengoba engumdlali wotshwala emakilabhini amaningi, kunikeze
uTrevor isizathu sokumlandela angene emabhilidini ngaphambi kokuthi



avule futhi ahlale aze avale. Ukuba lapho ngaphandle kwezihlwele
kuvumela uTrevor ukuthi acuphe kakhulu futhi umona awuzange
uhlakaniphe kakhulu.

U-Chad wenqabile ukucasha, nakuba ithimba le-Special Forces kade lizama
ukumdonsela kulo isikhathi eside. Okusondele kakhulu kuye kuze kube
manje, kwakuwukuba insizwa abayithanda kakhulu ukuyishayela uma
sekuyisikhathi sokukhahlela izicabha futhi behlise abantu. Futhi lokho
kwakukuhle kuye. Angamane akhahlele imbongolo yomuntu omubi, bese
enyonyoba exoxa futhi eshova amaphepha, ezama ukuthola ukungcola
komunye umuntu.

Manje umngane wabo uJason, ngakolunye uhlangothi, angaba isoka
elingcono kakhulu le-Envy. Wayeye esikoleni noJason, kodwa lapho
kwakukhona inkinga. U-Jason wayemzwise ubuhlungu ngesikhathi
esesikoleni esiphakeme futhi wachitha endlini kangangokuthi umona
wayemthatha njengomfowethu… hhayi insizwa.

UJason wayejoyine i-Angeles National Forest Rangers ephuma esikoleni
futhi wayesebambe umsebenzi ofanayo kusukela ngaleso sikhathi. Umona
wayesakuthanda ukuzihlalela noJason. Wayephinde abone umngane wakhe
omkhulu uTabatha kaningi, njengoba uThabatha wayeyingxenye yebutho
likaJason nabalindi.

UChad wasukuma kusofa wama ngaphandle komnyango wegumbi lokulala
likaMhawu. Babehlale ndawonye iminyaka emine edlule, njengoba abazali
babo bashona engozini yemoto, futhi babezwana ngendlela emangalisayo.
Wayeyiphoyisa futhi wayesobizweni lokuyobhalisa emakilabhini ambalwa
edolobheni.

Okuwukuphela kwesizathu esenza angasho lutho ngokuthola kwakhe
umsebenzi “wangempela” ukuthi ubusuku obuningi wayethola imali eningi
kunaye. Lokho kwenza izinto zaba ngcono nakakhulu ngoba ngesikhathi
semali yerenti, u-Envy uyena owayevame ukuyikhokha, kuyilapho yena
enakekela zonke ezinye izinto.

"Iyiphi iklabhu?" ebuza emnyango.

“Entsha ebizwa ngeMoon Dance,” Umona washanela ezinye zezinwele
zakhe ezinde zamasitrobheli phezulu eponytail, washiya ezinye zilengise



umhlane wakhe ngezingqimba ezinde. "Ngingase ngifake isicelo sokuphuza
utshwala ngenkathi silapho."

U-Chad wahwaqabala. "Leyo ephuma ngasekupheleni kwedolobha,
akunjalo?" Waphindela ekamelweni lakhe engalindanga nempendulo yakhe.
Muva nje, izinto ezansi kulowo mkhawulo wedolobha zase zibe yingozi
kancane. Ukunyamalala kwakuyingozi egqame kakhulu futhi izidumbu
ezimbalwa zazitholakale endaweni yedolobha kuleyo kilabhu.

Kuze kube manje akukho abebengakuxhumanisa ngqo noMdanso
weNyanga, ngaphandle kokuthi izisulu zokuzikhethela bekungabadlali
bekilabhu. Kwakuyisikhathi nje lapho u-Chad kanye nabanye abantu
abaningi abathola kusolisa. Kuke kwaba nombuzo wokuthi ngabe ukhona
noma cha umbulali owayelenga kuleyo ndawo yokucima ukoma. Izisulu
eziningi zakamuva bezigcine ukubonakala ngaphakathi ekilabhini.
Njengephoyisa, akakwazanga ukushalazela ukuthi kukhona ukuxhumana.

Njengoba isibhamu sakhe nebheji zase zisemotweni kakade, uChad
wathatha isikhali encane wayishutheka ebhandeni elingemuva lebhulukwe
lakhe. Njengoba yonke le nto embi eyenzeka ezansi, ubefuna ukuthi umona
ube nawo uma kwenzeka kukhona okungahambi kahle ngesikhathi
besekilabhini.

Wathi ephuma ekamelweni lakhe waphosa amehlo phansi ephaseji wabe
esefa lapho ebona udadewabo. Isiketi sesikhumba esimnyama esinoleyisi
olunguza ngaphansi phakathi nethanga simboze imilenze yakhe silandelwa
ihembe elimnyama lesisu sikaleyisi. Kwakunamabala esikhumba kuphela
lapho ayebala khona… anele ukufihla amabele akhe futhi aveze isisu sakhe
esincanyana kanye nenkaba.

Wayegqoke namabhuzu esikhumba amnyama afika nje emadolweni
namaketango athambile emaqakaleni. Umgexo umama wabo ayemnike
wona eminyakeni edlule wawuhlobise intamo yakhe ngocezu oluhle lwe-
amethyst quartz elenga kuwo. Iningi lezinwele zakhe ezibomvu zaziboshwe
emsila wehhashi ezinye ziwela phezu kwehlombe elilodwa.

Ukulungisa ubuso bakhe benziwe kahle nge-eyeliner emnyama nesithunzi
kanye nomthunzi omnyama wento yokugcoba izindebe. Wayebukeka
njengenkosi.



"Damn, siphume igazi?" U-Chad wakhipha ishiya, wamnikeza ithuba
lokuphinda kabili. Wayenomqondo wokukhansela ubusuku futhi
ambuyisele ekamelweni lakhe ngezizathu zokuphepha.

“Hhayi-ke, nginqumile,” umona waphakamisa ishiya elithambile, “Ngemva
kokunakekela uTrevor, ngizozijabulisa! Kusukela manje, ngenqaba
ukuthandana nomfana oyedwa. Angifuni isoka… Ngifuna AMANINGI
awo! Ngaleyo ndlela uma umuntu enza okomuntu obhedayo, ngeke kube
nandaba ngoba ngizoba nabanye abazokujabulela kakhulu ukukhahlela
imbongolo yakhe.”

"Yebo, ngiyakhumbula ukuthi lokho kwahamba kahle kanjani esikoleni
esiphakeme." U-Chad wanikina ikhanda, azi ukuthi udadewabo umsulwa
kakhulu kunalokho azenza, “Asithathe imoto yami uma kwenzeka kufona
esiteshini.”

“Kuphela uma ngikwazi ukudlala ngamalambu aluhlaza,” wamamatheka u-
Evy, azi ukuthi uzomvumela.

U-Chad waphefumula futhi waqala ukuphuma eya emotweni. "Ngifunga
ukuthi ubi kakhulu kunengane esitolo samathoyizi ecindezela zonke
izilwane ezigcwele ezibanga umsindo futhi ezihlanyisa wonke umuntu."

"Ini?" ehleka. “Ngiyawathanda amalambu aluhlaza. Abantu bayaphuma
endleleni yethu uma ngibavula.”

"Njengesikhathi owakwenza ngaso lapho siphelelwa ikhofi?" wabuza.
“Uyazi ukuthi lokho kuwukumosha imali yabakhokhi bentela, akunjalo?”

“Uma ungawuvali umlomo ngizoshayela. Ngemuva kwalokho kuzomele
ubhekane namalambu abomvu kanye nenhlabamkhosi,” exwayisa
ngokucikoza.

UChad wathula ngokushesha ngoba okokugcina kwenzeka, wayefike
sekwephuzile emsebenzini futhi wayegula kakhulu ukuthi angashayela
ngakho wahlala esihlalweni somgibeli elele zwi. Induna isamnika usizi
ngakho.
 

*****
 



Umona uchofoze amalambu aluhlaza endaweni eqhele ngendawo
yokuzijuxuza ebusuku waphinde wabheka izibani ezazidansa
esibhakabhakeni esimbozwe ngamafu. Wabuka njengoba kungena isakhiwo
esinezitezi ezimbili.

Ubesebenza kakhulu muva nje kangangoba ubengalitholanga ithuba
lokubuka Umdanso Wenyanga, kodwa amanye amakhasimende akhe
abeklolodela ngakho. Ngaphandle kwakungeyona into ewubukhazikhazi.
Ibukeke nje njengendlu yokugcina izitini enamafasitela ambalwa kakhulu
kanye nophawu olukhulu olunsomi lwe-neon phezulu odongeni
olungaphambili.

Abantu babemi kulayini phakathi nendawo enkulu yokupaka begqoke
izingubo zabo ezinhle kakhulu zekilabhu futhi bexoxa bodwa. Iqiniso
ukuthi kwakusele ulayini ngemva kwehora leshumi ebusuku limazise
ukuthi ukusebenza lapha kwakuzomzuzisa kakhulu.

“Yebo, nakanjani ngifaka isicelo,” emamatheka ebheka lokho.

“Okungenani ulayini usuzophela,” kusho u-Chad ngokubhuqa, engafuni
ukulinda ukubona u-Trevor ethola umthamo omuhle kadadewabo ku-
adrenaline.

Wapaka endaweni emnyama impela yendawo yokupaka eduze kwemoto
kaTrevor. Ngaphambi kokuthi umona avule isicabha semoto, uChad welula
isandla wambamba ngengalo. “Nansi,” wabeka ithawula elincanyana
esandleni sakhe, ngaphandle kwezwi elilodwa ngakho, wavula umnyango
wakhe waphuma.

Umona wasonga iminwe yakhe emshinini emamatheka. Umfowabo
wayemfundise ukuzivikela kwaze kwaba yilapho engase asuse iningi
lamaphoyisa ayesebenza nawo ngaphandle kokujuluka. Kodwa uChad
wayehlale ethi, ‘Kungani nilwela, kuyilapho okufanele nikwenze nje
ukucindezela inkinobho?’

Washutheka ithawula ephaketheni elincane lesiketi lesikhumba kanye
nomazisi wakhe. Wayecindezela inkinobho kaTrevor kahle. Angacindezela
inkinobho yekheshi eya esihogweni ngenjabulo ukuze ambone ekusona
manje. Akekho owakhohlisa u-Envy Sexton futhi wabaleka nakho.



Bahamba bebheke kulayini behlangene futhi umona wayejabule kakhulu
lapho ulayini uqala ukuhamba ngokushesha kangangokuthi kwathatha
imizuzu embalwa nje ukungena ngaphakathi.

Unogada wayegqoke ibhulukwe elihle le-Armani kanye nejakhethi yesudi
efanayo. Ihembe ngaphansi lalilingana kahle futhi libonisa isifuba sakhe
esihle. Izinwele zakhe ezinsundu zawela nhlangothi zombili zobuso bakhe
ngamagagasi. Kwakukhona izinhlanga ebusweni bakhe futhi wayenamehlo
amnyama ahlabayo acishe akhanya ekukhanyeni kwe-neon.

U-Chad wakhokha futhi baveza omazisi babo ngaphambi kokuba le ndoda
igxivize isandla sabo yase iqaqa intambo yevelvet ebomvu ibavumela
ukuba bangene. Bangena eminyango emikhulu behla ngehholo elifushane
bebheke komunye umnyango owavuleka ngokushelela lapho besondela.
Bama bobabili lapho bengena ekamelweni elikhulu bagqolozela.
Kwakufana nokungena kwesinye isici.

Ngoba njengoba bekugcwele indawo yokupaka, ubungacabanga ukuthi
kuzoba abantu abasondelene nodonga ngaphakathi kodwa akunjalo.
Izindebe zikamona zahlukana lapho ehamba enqamula phansi eya emgodini
omkhulu osikwe maphakathi negumbi.

Esondela eduze komzila wesitimela, wabheka phansi endaweni yokudansa
engezansi. Kuzo zombili izinhlangothi zawo kwakukhona indlela
yokuhamba eyawelela ezingeni eliyinhloko enomugqa omude owelula
bonke ubude. Ibha ngokwayo yayibukeka njengengilazi yesihlabathi
eqhumayo enokukhanya okuthambile kwe-neon okweluka kuyo yonke
indawo

Amasethi amabili ezitebhisi ehla esuka kwesokunxele nakwesokudla futhi
ahlangana phakathi ngaphambi kokwehlela endaweni yokudansa
yangempela ngezansi. Indawo yokudansa yayicwebezela ukukhanya
okuthambile, okwanele nje ukuphonsa izinyawo zabo ohlotsheni
lokukhanya okumnyama. Konke kungezwe ku-pandemonium edalwe i-
strobe engaphezulu kanye nezibani ezinemibala ezazihamba yonke indawo
ngaphandle kwabadansi ngokuqondile.

Indlela okwakumiswe ngayo wawubona abadansi besuka emadolweni behle
njalo kodwa ngaphandle kwalokho imizimba yabo igcwele ithunzi.



Umona uncike phezu kwensimbi, ebheka ukuthi azikho yini izinsimbi
ezisezingeni eliphansi kodwa kwakungekho lutho ngaphandle kwendawo
yokudansa. Ithi ukumkhumbuza umgodi. Uma wehla ngalezo zitebhisi,
wawuyoba semseni wobumnyama obasibekela abadansi ngasese.

“Izindaba ezintathu?” ebuza ebheka phezulu kusilingi oqinile ongaphezulu
kwabo. Ebala indawo engaphansi, leyo bekuzoba yisitezi sesithathu futhi
wazibuza ukuthi ngabe nayo iyingxenye yekilabhu noma ibingekho
emthethweni.

Ukuthokoza nokukhala kwamenza wabheka emuva phansi endaweni
yokudansa. Wagqolozela engakholwa lapho ukukhanya okuluhlaza
okwesibhakabhaka kushayisa ikheji phakathi nomgodi. Wavele wathatheka
ngalo mlisa osemva kwezinsimbi.

Ukubuka kukaChad nakho kuma ekhejini. Kwakubukeka sengathi ijele
elincane. Ngaphakathi kwakukhona owesilisa nowesifazane bezungezana.
Ngisho esekude le, wayekwazi ukuzwa ukushisa kokunyakaza kwazo.
Amaqupha akhe aphenduka aba mhlophe njengoba ebambe isivimbelo
ngesikhathi umfana owayesekhejini ephusha umlingani wakhe womdanso
ezinsimbini ukuze nje azifake ekhwapheni lakhe njengoba ezama
ukummpintsha kuzo.

Ezulazula, insizwa yabamba isihlakala sakhe futhi yambuyisela emuva
ngokumelene naye ngaphambi kokuba iqondise izandla zayo ezindongeni
eziphambi kwakhe. Emenza ukubamba izinsimbi, azihlikihle emzimbeni
wakhe ocishe unqunu waze wawela ngekhanda esifubeni sakhe sengathi
uyawujabulela.

Kwakuwubulwane ngokwemvelo, kucishe kufane nomdanso wakudala
wokukhwelana wohlobo oluthile. U-Chad no-Envy bazithole bekhangwa
umbukiso, umbukiso othinta ngamunye ngezindlela ezihlukene.

U-Chad wababuka eminye imizuzu embalwa ethule njengoba
umbhangqwana omkhulu uhlukana ukuze indoda imcuphe endaweni
ehlukile. Ukushisa kokunyakaza kwabo kwenza i-jean yakhe yaqina
njengoba izinqe zowesilisa zinyakaza zibheke phezulu embongolweni
yentombazane. Enyakazisa amehlo ngenxa yokukhungatheka, uChad
waziphoqa ukuba abheke imihlobiso esezindongeni ezingenhla ayeyibona
nge-engeli yakhe.



Ikakhulukazi bekungamalambu akhanyayo anamalambu amnyama
angaguquki eduze kwemidwebo yesitayela sesithombe esinemizimba
ebukekayo yama-jaguar, ukulwa kanye nezilwane ezidla ezinye
ezizingelayo. Izilwane ezibulalayo kwakubonakala sengathi zinokuphila
kwazo siqu. Imidwebo esaqhubeka icishe yanyakaza nezibani, inika
umbono wokuthi izilwane ziyaphila futhi zibukele.

Kwakumele avume ukuthi indikimba ihlukile kodwa yasebenza. Amehlo
akhe alandela ukunyakaza kwezibani ezindongeni futhi waqaphela ukuthi
amaketanga alenga phakathi kwezithombe, amanye amakholomu anama-
spiked neziswebhu zesikhumba ezimnyama.

Wabheka emuva ngasekhejini futhi wayesezofuna u-Jason ngesikhathi
ebona uTrevor endaweni yokudansa eduze kwesinye sezibani ezikhanyayo.
Isilima sasiphakathi kwamantombazane amabili futhi sibukeka sengathi
sinesikhathi sokuphila kwaso. Lapho ebuka umona, uChad wayazi ukuthi
kwakungadingeki akhulume lapho ebona ukuthi wayegqolozele abathathu.

Umona wagoqa ikhanda lakhe eceleni ezama ukufunda uTrevor sengathi
akamazi. Kwamenza wazibuza ukuthi kungani eqala ukuthandana naye.

Kwadingeka avume ukuthi wayelula kakhulu emehlweni. Ukubukeka
okuhle kungaba ibinzana elingcono kakhulu. Wayebukeka njengendoda
yase-California etshuza emanzini enezinwele ezimhlophe ezisasihlabathi
ezisa phuzi, umbala osagolide kanye namehlo aluhlaza sasibhakabhaka.
Wayekhothwa ngokuphelele futhi wayejabule kakhulu.

Kodwa uma ususa ukubukeka kwakhe okuhle, kwakungekho okuningi
kakhulu okukhanga intombazane. Okwasekusele kwakungubhudi
wasekolishi owayezelwe enesipuni sesiliva emlonyeni. Lapho ekhona,
wayenaka kakhulu kodwa wayebuye anyamalale erada, ngezinye izikhathi
izinsuku ezithile.

Okunye okuhle ayengacabanga ukukusho ngaye ukuthi wayeshisa kakhulu
esakeni, futhi wayemnike ezinye zezikhathi ezinhle kakhulu zokuphila
kwakhe.

Ukucabanga, wayekholelwa ukuthi umthanda ngempela… ngaphezu
kokumthanda. Ahambe ayokhombisa ukuthi yini isihogo ayeyazi
ngamadoda. Iqiniso liyatshelwa, wayesekhathele ukuba yedwa ... kodwa-ke,
akusona isizathu sokuqala ukuthandana nomfana.



Waphefumulela phezulu ebuka imbongolo yentombazane ewuplastekela
ebona ukuthi ayinamona nakancane. Ukube ubemthanda ngempela,
ubengeke yini acasuke ngokuphelele manje esikhundleni sokumane
alimale? Okwakumphatha kabi kakhulu ukuthi wayeqamba amanga ethi
ufuna yena kuphela.

UJason ubekade ebheke ukuthi umona angene ekilabhini esuka endaweni
yakhe yokuphuzela utshwala eduze komnyango. Wayazi ukuthi uzofika
futhi akazange amangale ukubona uChad enaye. Ngemva kokubanika
imizuzu embalwa ukuthi baqalaze, wamoyizela ngokweneliseka lapho
ebona ukushuba kwamahlombe ka-Emona futhi wayazi ukuthi ulibonile
isoka lakhe lidlala endaweni yokudansa.

Uzamile ukufihla isikhwele sakhe ezinyangeni ezimbalwa ezedlule futhi
engafuni ukumzwisa ubuhlungu, kodwa uma kuyilokho okwakudingeka
ukuze amqhelelene noTrevor, kwabe kungokwakhe.

Ebuyela kuKat, umthengisi omuhle kade ekhuluma naye, uJason
wamamatheka, “Ngikutshele ukuthi bazoza.” Wavuma ngekhanda eqondise
ku-Evy no-Chad.

Ubesehlale isikhathi esingaphezu kwehora, kodwa ngemva kokubona
uTrevor ekhohlisa umona, wayengenaso isimo sengqondo sokujoyina
isixuku. Ubenesithukuthezi futhi waqala ukuxoxa noKat ukuze adlulise
isikhathi. Waze wamtshela nangesoka lika-Evy's ngokuphinga.

"Ngakho-ke lowo umngani wakho omkhulu kanye nodadewabo?" UKat
wawubheka lo mbhangqwana kodwa isithakazelo sakhe esikhulu
kwakusephoyisa. Ukube uJason akazange amtshele ukuthi uChad
uyiphoyisa, ubengeke akwazi. Wayeshisa bhe.

Cishe amafidi ayisithupha onesikhumba esiqatshulwe yilanga, nezinwele
ezinsundu ezinokugqama kwegolide. Yayiyinde kancane kunendlela
yekhanda yephoyisa evamile futhi kubukeka sengathi umoya wawuvunguze
ingxenye enkulu yayo eceleni, imshiya enokubukeka okungalawuleki.
Wazithola emqhathanisa noQuinn, wabe esecwayiza ebona ukuthi
usekwenzile futhi. Wabheka emuva kuJason azi ukuthi bobabili badinga
ukunqanda amalangabi amadala noma babeke engcupheni yokusha njalo.

"Akabukeki njengephoyisa," kusho uKat, ebuka uChad futhi ezibuza ukuthi
ngabe kukhona umuntu athandana naye. UJason ubengashongo ngenye



indlela.

“Yebo-ke,” uJason wacishe wathuka lapho ebona indlela ayebheke ngayo
uChad. Wanikina ikhanda, “Ngizobuya emizuzwini embalwa.”

Eqeda ukuphuza isiphuzo sakhe sekilabhu, washibilika esitulweni waqonda
kubangani bakhe. Lapho evala ibanga phakathi kwabo, wabeka isandla
sakhe ehlombe likaMhawu. Ehlisa izindebe zakhe eduze kwegobolondo
lendlebe yakhe wamhleba, “Uyafuna ukudansa?”

Umona emamatheka engaphenduki. “O, yebo! wababaza, wabe esehla
ezitebhisini eziseduze kakhulu, eshiya uJason emile lapho eduze kweChad
nesandla sakhe sisalele ehlombe asemcabangweni. Wacwayiza lapho ezwa
uChad ehleka.

“Hewu,” kububula uJason njengoba ebuka ukwehla kwakhe.

U-Chad wambambatha u-Jason ehlombe ngenxa yesihawu ngenkathi
embuyisela endaweni yokucima ukoma futhi wancika kuyo,
“Ungakuvumeli ukuthi kukukhathaze. Ngicabanga ukuthi u-Evy
unomqondo owodwa okwamanje futhi uhilela ukuziphindiselela. "

Waphosa amehlo entombazaneni engemuva kwebhawa, isikhashana
wakhohlwa ukuthi uJason ukhona. Wayemangalisa ngethusi elinsundu
yakhe kanye nezinwele ezinde kakhulu ezimnyama ezazizungeza
emahlombe akhe zehle zize zifike okhalweni lwakhe. Amehlo akhe
ayephambene nje, eluhlaza okwesibhakabhaka ngokukhanyayo
nendandatho emnyama kakhulu ezungeze umbala okhanyayo.

Kwakuyizindebe zakhe ezigcwele lapho amehlo akhe akhangwa khona
njengoba ethi, "Ngicela isiphuzo nje."

“Awuphuzi namuhla ebusuku?” Kubuza uJason, futhi wazama
ukungagqolozeli umngane wakhe lapho amehlo kaChad ehlala kuKat,
njengoba ephendula. Kungani wonke amantombazane ayethanda
amaphoyisa?

“Cha, nginomuzwa wokuthi kufanele ngihlale ngingadakiwe okwamanje.
Angimthandi ngempela uTrevor ngakho nginikeze u-Envy isikhali yami
ukuthi adlale ngayo.” U-Chad wakhipha amehlo akhe entombazaneni
isikhathi eside ngokwanele ukuba ajabuliswe u-Jason. "Futhi ngishayele
imoto yamaphoyisa." Wayazi ukuthi uJason uzofunda phakathi kwemigqa.



U-Jason washova esuka endaweni yokucima ukoma ngokuzumayo
ethethelela umngane wakhe ngokuba umazibuthe wentombazane. "Hhayi-
ke, ayikho indlela engiphuthelwa ngayo!" Wasuka wabuyela kumzila
wesitimela, njengoba u-Chad ehleka ngemuva kwakhe.

“Awu, abantu ababili engibajabulisile namuhla ebusuku,” uChad waqhweba
uKat, azi ukuthi ubelalele, wabe esekhokhela isiphuzo sakhe. Kungcono
ayobona ukuthi u-Evy wenzani.

UKat wavuma ngekhanda ngesikhathi u-Chad emshelela i-20 futhi emtshela
ukuthi agcine ushintshi ngaphambi kokuthi ahambe ayojoyina u-Jason.
Labo bafana ababili bangaba yingozi kwindlela yokuzizwa entombazaneni.
U-Jason wayenezinwele ezinde ezinsundu ezinde, nobuso nomzimba
wemodeli ye-Bay Watch.

Ubambe amantombazane amaningi ngesikhathi edlula ezama ukunaka yena.
UJason wayebonakala enganakile namunye wabo futhi wabonakala
elahlekile emicabangweni yakhe... waze waqala ukumtshela ngabangane
bakhe abakhulu, u-Chad, nentombazane bobabili ababezwakala bevikela
kakhulu.

Wayekukhumbula lokho, omunye umuntu ngaphandle kwabafowabo
ababemvikela kakhulu. Wacwayiza kancane ephoqa isithombe sikaQuinn
ekhanda lakhe futhi egxile enkingeni eseduze.

Kwakuyinkulumo ye-taser eyasiza ekususeni ingqondo yakhe kuQuinn.
UKat unqume ukuxwayisa abafowabo ngalokhu kuzijabulisa okusha
osekuzoqala. Bake baba nenkinga eyanele muva nje ukubhekana
nochungechunge lokubulala oluzungeze iklabhu. Into yokugcina
ababeyidinga kwakuwukunakwa kabi.

U-Chad wancika phezu kwesitimela kancane efuna Umona. Siyabonga
unkulunkulu abadansi bekheji bebesekhona beboleka ukukhanya kwabo
nokwenza kube lula ukumthola. Ezwa ukububula okuncane okuvela ku-
Jason, walandela umugqa wokubona kuka-Jason waze wambona edansa
phakathi kwabafana abambalwa, eduze nokukhanya okuthambile kwekheji.
Wahwaqabala, wancisha amehlo wazibuza ukuthi uphezu kwaziphi izimo.

“Okungenani ubheke kuTrevor. Ngendlela, ngiyabonga ngocingo,” esho
ngezwi eliqinile. "Bengilindele ukuthi kwenzeke into efana nalena."



UJason wahoxa, “Bekungengenxa yami. Kwakungenxa yakhe. Ufanelwe
okungcono kunaye.” Azame ukumamatheka, ebuka, azi ukuthi usezoba
yedwa manje. Kodwa umbono wabo bonke abanye abafana bemdonsa
amehlo wabangela ukumamatheka kwakhe okuncane kube nenhlansi
yokudabuka.
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