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1 UKUKHETHA KA-HOBSON

UMegan waphinde wavalelwa endlini engaphansi kwamalahle ongengemeni
Iwezinyembezi. =~ Wayeneminyaka eyishumi nambili kuphela futhi
wayengaqondi ukuthi kungani unina engenza into embi kangaka kuye.
Kwakwenzeke izikhathi eziyishumi nambili ngaphambili, kodwa njengoba
kungenjalo, wacabanga, uyise wayengazi lutho ngakho. Wayengakaze amtshele
futhi wayenesiqginiseko sokuthi nomama wakhe wayengeke asho lutho.

Kwaba nesivumelwano esingashiwongo phakathi kwakhe nonina sokuthi
bangadanani, kodwa nangu futhi, ehlezi esitokisini, ebhuqwini nezintuli
nowazi-izidalwa ezimbi ezimbheke phezulu.

Wayengazi. Kwase kumnyama bhuqge kudinga amandla akhe wonke ukuthi
angakhali ecela unina ukuthi amkhiphe. Kodwa wayeke wazama lokho
ngezinye izikhathi futhi unina wayembeke izimfuno ezingenangqondo
njengemibandela yokukhululwa kwakhe. Izimo ayazi ukuthi angeke akwazi
ukuzifeza, zama ngokusemandleni akhe.

Ngezinye izikhathi, kwakubonakala sengathi uyena kuphela owayesithatha
ngokungathi sina lesi sivumelwano.

Naphezu kwakhe, izinyembezi zaqala futhi zehla ezihlathini zakhe, wenza
imibhede yomfula engabonakali ngothuli ebusweni bakhe, egeza uthuli
Iwamalahle emfaniswaneni wakhe wesikole. Bekukuningi kakhulu, kwakunjalo
ngempela. Kungenzeka kanjani ukuthi umuntu owayemqonda kahle kangaka
enze isihluku esingaka endodakazini yakhe okuwukuphela kwayo?

U-Megan ugxume engathandi njengoba umama wakhe eshaya isivalo
ngamabomu ngesicoci sevacuum njengoba edlula. Kwakungekho ngisho
nokuncane ukukhanya okwakungaduduza kukho, ngakho wenza ayekutholile
kwamsiza kakhulu wakhuphula inqwaba yamalahle odongeni wadlulela
kwesokudla waze walithola ikhona.

Lapho, wasonga isiketi sakhe eside emilenzeni ukuze avimbe noma yini
enwabuzelayo ngaphansi kwezingubo zakhe wasishutheka ngaphansi.
Wawafaka wonke amabhathini ebhulukwe lakhe wakhuphula amasokisi
wadonsa ijezi lakhe ekhanda wahlehlisa izandla zakhe phakathi kwemikhono.
Lokhu, uMegan wayazi ukuthi kwakuphephe njengoba kwakutholakala
kunoma yini ehlala endaweni engaphansi kwamalahle. Wayengenandaba
nezipoki nezinto ezinjalo, nakuba kwakuyiyona nkinga ngempela leyo, kodwa
wayengathandi izinambuzane zigaqa phezu kwakhe futhi engakwazi



ukubekezelela ukucabanga ukuthi uyalunywa nokumuncwa igazi. Wayezizonda
izicabucabu futhi, kodwa ezithandele ngomfekezo womfaniswano wakhe
wesikole, wayazi ukuthi kwakunama-intshi ambalwa esikhumba ngaphezu
kwamasokisi akhe okwakungafika kuwo ama-creepy-crawls. Amayintshi
ayisikwele ambalwa ezinhlangothini ukunemba, ngoba izingalo zakhe zigone
amathole akhe ziwaqinise emathangeni akhe.

Wafisa sengathi angayeka ukukhala. Noma isikhashana nje, kodwa wayazi
ukuthi uzogcina eselindele ukukhululwa. Wayazi ukuthi kwakuyokwenzeka
nini lokho - cishe ngehora lesihlanu, okumnika isigamu sehora ukuthi
ahlanzeke ngaphambi kokuba uyise abuye emsebenzini.

UMegan wayeqonda ukuthi kungani unina enza lokhu. Kwakungenxa
yokuthi wayesaba futhi uMegan wayengenalo. Unina wayeyithusela indodakazi
yakhe ngakho wayefuna ukumethusa njengoba ayesaba. Inkinga yayiwukuthi
uMegan wayengathukile futhi wayengaboni lutho okwakumelwe esabe ngalo.
Wayezame ukuyichaza izikhathi eziyikhulu kunina, kodwa wavele wamvalela
ngomgqgondo ongokomfanekiso noma ngokoqobo njengamanje.

Abazali bakhe bobabili babengamaKatolika, kodwa  unina
wayengumKatolika oqinile futhi uyise engaphansi kwalokho. Unina
wayethukile ngokuphila Kwangemva Kokufa, ngakho washo, kodwa hhayi
yena, njengoba wayezibheka njengomKatolika omuhle futhi eqiniseka ukuthi
indawo yakhe yaseZulwini yayisiqinisekisiwe kakade, inqobo nje uma eqhubeka
enza umsebenzi wakhe. Inkinga, ngokuphathelene noMegan, yayiwukuthi
unina wayecabanga ukuthi ingxenye yomsebenzi wakhe kwakuwukuvalela
indodakazi yakhe endaweni engaphansi kwamalahle, yingakho elapho manje.

Ubaba wakhe naye wayezalwa engumKatolika, kodwa wayengeqinile
njengonina. Wayekholelwa ukuthi uma abantu befuna ukuzifaka engozini
yokulahlwa kwaphakade, lokho kwakukubo. Wayekhathalela umphefumulo
wakhe kanye nalabo abathandayo, kodwa wayekholelwa ekukhetheni
okukhululekile, ngisho namantombazane amancane.

UMegan wayebathanda bobabili abazali bakhe naphezu kwalokho unina
ayekwenza kuye, ngoba, nakuba ayemncane, waqaphela ukuthi unina
wayenesithakazelo  esikhulu  enhliziyweni  yakhe. Wazama ngisho
nokubathanda bobabili ngokulinganayo, kodwa inkinga, ngokombono
kaMegan, yayiwukuthi unina wayengenabo othisha abahle noma wayesaba
kakhulu ukuba akholwe amehlo akhe, izindlebe, noma izinzwa zakhe.



Wayengenaso isiginiseko sokuthi ziyini, wayazi nje ukuthi unazo kanye
nabanye, kodwa unina akazange avume kuzo ngakho nonina wayengafuni
ukukholelwa ukuthi nabanye banazo. Unina wayethe kuye: “Ngineminyaka
engamashumi amathathu nane, wena uyishumi nambili; Ngifunde esikoleni
samaKhatholika, kanti wena uvele uya esikoleni esihlanganisa amasonto onke’.

Umama wakhe ngokusobala wayengenazo izinkinga ngohlelo oluphelele
lwemfundo, kodwa wayelikhafulele igama elithi ‘inhlangano yamabandla’.
UMegan wayengakaze ayiqonde inkinga. Wayehlangane kokubili okuhle
nokubi, ehlakaniphile futhi engazi futhi eqaphela futhi akunjalo ezinkolweni
eziningi.

Umama wakhe wawela ezinhlizweni ezinhle, ezihlakaniphile futhi
eziqaphela kakhulu.

Ubaba wakhe wayelungile, ehlakaniphile futhi eqaphela.

UMegan wazahlulela njengomuhle, uhlakaniphe ngokunengqondo futhi
wazi kakhulu.

Kwakuyinkinga yakhe leyo. Kungakho wayezishutheke ekhoneni lembobo
yamalahle amnyama bhugqe futhi cishe zonke izinhlobo zezinto zikhasa kuwo
wonke wona kanye lo mzuzwana. Wathuthumela lapho ecabanga, kodwa
ukuhogela kwase kunqamukile manje njengoba wayazi ukuthi ekugcineni
kuzogcina.

Wayazi ukuthi kubili ayengakwenza.

Wayekwazi ukutshela uyise ukuthi kwenzekani kuye ngemuva komhlane
wakhe futhi kubangele udweshu, okungase kuholele ekutheni adivose noma
athathwe ngokucophelela noma enze sengathi akazi, njengoba ejwayele
ukubhekisela kukho.

UMegan wayefunde ukuthi into engcono kakhulu ayengayenza lapho
evalelwe endlini engaphansi, kwakuwukucabanga ngokunye futhi isihloko
ayethanda ukucabanga ngaso kakhulu kwakungabangane bakhe.
Wayengenabo abangani abaningi kodwa babekhethekile kuye. Abangane
bakhe abathandayo kwakungumkhulu wakhe, u-Wacinhinsha kanye nekati
lakhe eliyisilwane esifuywayo.

Wavala amehlo, wazama ukukhululeka wazama ukubabona ngeso lengqondo
bemi phambi kwakhe noma behlezi eduze kwakhe. Lokhu kwakuhlale
kumnikeza umuzwa ofudumele ngakho wayekwenza noma nini lapho
ecasukile. Kwakungelinye lamaghinga akhe amancane okubhekana nawo lapho
ukuphila kubonakala kungalungile.



U-Megan wacabanga ukuthi wezwa okuthile kugubha ethangeni lakhe futhi
wezwa umsindo omncane owawuvalwe ijezi lakhe.
Wabanda isikhashana.



2 UKUQWASHISA OKUPHUMA

Konke kwaqala esemncane. Wayeshiywe nogogo wakhe ozala unina emini,
ngoba abazali bakhe bobabili bayasebenza. @ Abazali  bakanina
babengabendabuko, lapho umyeni wayephuma eyosebenza, unkosikazi asale
ekhaya enze noma yini angayenza ekhaya lapho izingane zase zishadile futhi
zahamba ekhaya. UNkk Mhlophe wayengakaze abe nabangane bakhe. Wonke
umuntu ayemazi wayengumngane noma inkosikazi yomngane womyeni
wakhe ngakho lapho eshona, uNkk. White wayengenabo nhlobo abangane.

Izikhathi eziningi, uNkosikazi White wayecabange ukuthi wayezizwa
ehlanya ngenxa yesithukuthezi nesizungu.

Ngakho-ke, ukuba noMegan anakekele emini futhi ngezikhathi ezithile
ebusuku nakho kwakuyi-godsend. UNkk. White wayefuna ukutshela abantu
abaningi ukuthi kwakumyekile ukusangana ngenxa yesithukuthezi, kodwa
ngemva kweminyaka eminingi, uMegan wayevame ukuzibuza ukuthi
wayengafikanga sekwephuzile yini ukuze amise inqubo.

Isibonakaliso sokuqgala sokuthi kukhona okungahambi kahle lapho uMegan
esewusana. UMegan waqala ukucosha amathoyizi nezinto ngesandla sakhe
sobunxele, okwakuwuphawu olubi kakhulu kuNkk. Ekuqaleni, uNkk. White
wayevele adlulisele into esandleni sikaMegan sokudla bese ethi, ‘Isandla
sobunxele sibi, isandla sokudla sisihle’, kodwa ngemva kwamasonto ambalwa,
lapho uMegan °‘engakayifundi’ indlela efanele yokwenza izinto, wathola.
umpompi esandleni sobunxele kanjalo kanye nesiyalo sokuthi isandla
sobunxele sasibi.

Njenganoma iyiphi ingane yangaleyo minyaka, ngemva kokugeqgeshwa
kanzima kangaka kwePavlovian, uMegan wafunda ukusebenzisa isandla sakhe
sokudla. Ugogo wakhe wayejabule kakhulu ngendlela uMegan ayesabela ngayo
ekugeqgeshweni kwakhe, ngakho ngolunye usuku wamemezela izindaba ezinhle
ngokunqobayo endodakazini yakhe, eyayinganakile, ukuthi manje uMegan
wayesesebenzisa isandla sakhe sokudla kuphela ukuze alungise izinto,
kuyilapho ngaphambili. wayekhethe kwesokunxele.

USuzanne, unina kaMegan, wayengacabangi lutho ngakho. Wayazi ukuthi
unina ‘wayenezindlela ezingavamile’, futhi wamvumela ukuba azitike ngazo.
Nokho, ayengakukhumbuli ukuthi unina wayezilolonge kuye futhi ukube
wayengazilolongi wayezoba uhlobo oluhlukile lomuntu. Okokugqala, wayezoba
inxele.



USuzanne akazange atshele umyeni wakhe, uRobert, ukuthi uMegan wazalwa
ethambekele ekusebenziseni isandla sakhe sobunxele, kodwa ‘wayehlulwe’
kuye, ngenxa yokuthi wayeyinxele futhi ebekezelela izinkolelo-ze ezindala. ,
ubengeke avume. Esinye sezizathu ezenza uNkk Mhlophe angavumi ukuthi
uRobert ubeyinxele, kodwa wakubona sekwephuze kakhulu ukumsindisa
nomphefumulo wakhe.

Wayezame konke okusemandleni akhe ukwenza kube nzima ngoSuzanne
ukuba athandane futhi ekugcineni ashade noRobert. Wayemcuphile,
emnqgabela ukuba aphume, wamisa imali yakhe encane yephakethe waze
wamvalela ekhabetheni lomshanelo ngaphansi kwezitebhisi.

“Angikholwa ukuthi indodakazi yami ingaziphatha ngendlela owenza
ngayo”, wayevame ukumemeza eshaya isicabha sekhabethe njengoba edlula.
“Ngicabanga ukuthi kumele kube nokuxova esibhedlela. Ngangingeke ngibe
nendodakazi efana nawe.”

USuzanne ube nenhlanhla. Babenendlu yamalahle endlini yakhe engeyona
imbobo yamalahle, kodwa wayethole ikhabethe lomshanelo liyindawo
esabekayo ngokufanayo, ngisho nalapho esemusha, futhi ngenxa yezizathu
ezifanayo uMegan ayengayithandi nangaphezulu, ngoba UNkk. White
wayetshele indodakazi yakhe ukuthi cishe kukhona ‘amademoni nababhuli’
lapho. Wayeluleke uSuzanne ngezikhathi ezinjalo ukuthi ahlale athule
ekhoneni amboze ikhanda, ‘kunjalo-ke amademoni kanye nababhuli
bangamnaki’.

Njengoba uMegan ayefunde ukukhuluma, uNkz. White wakuthatha
njengokunqoba komuntu siqu. Akazange amtuse uSuzanne noma uRobert
nhlobo kule ndaba, etshela abangane bakhe ukuthi labo okuthiwa ‘abazali
banamuhla’ abanaso isikhathi sezingane zabo nokuthi ukube kwakungengenxa
yogogo nomkhulu bazo, isizukulwane esilandelayo sasiyobe sesaba izingane
zabo. kube ‘iziphukuphuku eziphelele’.

Iningi labajwayelene noNkk uMhlophe lalimazi ukuthi unjani futhi livele
livume ngekhanda likhombise ukuvuma, lishintshe isihloko noma lisheshe
liphume, uma kungathiwa. Izingxoxo zazivame ukuhambisana nemigqa
elandelayo:

“Awu, Nkosikazi White, ngiqinisekile ukuthi wenza umsebenzi omuhle
kakhulu wokusiza indodakazi yakho ngokunakekela u-Megan omncane...
Anjani ama-begonias kulo nyaka?”



Ngakho-ke, u-Megan omncane washiywa ku-vagaries kagogo wakhe,
njengoba uMnumzane White wayengasekho eMhlabeni ukuze agcine
imicabango yakhe ngaphansi kokuhlolwa, nakuba, njengoba kwavela, lokho
kwakungelona iqiniso ngokuphelele. Ngenkathi ehlezi phansi ezinyaweni
zikaNkk. White, u-Megan ngezinye izikhathi wayephakamisa ithoyizi
alinikeze ‘uMkhulu’.

Ekuqaleni, uNksz White, wayecabanga ukuthi ingane ididekile.
Wayecabanga ukuthi ‘abanye ogogo nomkhulu’ bebedida umngane wakhe
omncane, ngakho-ke, ngokwazi ukuthi ighinga lalike lasebenza ngaphambili,
noma nini lapho u-Megan eveza ithoyizi futhi ethi ‘umkhulu’, wayelithatha
athi, ‘Gogo’. Khona-ke kamuva, sengiphelelwa yithemba ngokwengeziwe,
‘Gogo, uMegan, hhayi umkhulu? bese emthinta kancane emlenzeni.

Nokho, kwakubonakala kunzima ukwenza uMegan ambize ngokuthi ‘Gogo’
hhayi ‘uMkhulu’ kunokuba kwakunjalo ukumenza asebenzise isandla sakhe
sokudla kungakhathaliseki ukuthi iziphi izindlela ayezama ngazo. U-Megan
uphinde wabhekisela ‘kwikati lenja’ futhi wayebonakala ephulula umoya futhi
ehleka.

Ngenkathi u-Megan eqala ukubiza ‘ikati’ elithi ‘Grrr’;, uNkz. White
wakubeka emcabangweni wobuntwana osebenza ngokweqile, kodwa
izinkomba ezithi ‘umkhulu’ zaghubeka nokumkhathaza. Ngolunye usuku,
wabuza uSuzanne ukuthi uMegan wayebabiza kanjani abazali bakaRobert.

“O, u-Megan umnandi kakhulu. Ubabiza ngamagama e-Welsh kugogo
nomkhulu, ‘Nain and Taid’. Bafuna simfundise esikoleni saseWales lapho
esckhule ngokwanele, kodwa mina noRobert asikaqiniseki okwamanije.
Ucabangani, Mama?”

UNkk. White wayenethemba lokuthi uMegan wayezofunda esikoleni
samaKatolika, kodwa wayazi ukuthi mancane amathuba ayigugu alokho,
ngoba uRobert The Lefty ‘akakholelwa ukuthi izingane kufanele zibe
nenkolo, - noma iyiphi inkolo, uMam, ephogelelwe kubo esemncane kangaka’.
Bah! Wayazini? Yini inxele ezokwazi ngayo?

Kodwa wayethe: ‘Qaphela ukuthi umthumela kuphi uMegan, sithandwa.
Awufuni ukuthi aye kunoma yisiphi salezo zikole zesimanje ezinonya lapho
othisha abasele bengafundisi inhlonipho noma benesiyalo esihle sesidala noma
ungase uthole u-Megan emndenini ngaphambi kokuba enze i-GCE yakhe.
Wayenethemba lokuthi amagama angukhiye ‘kwesokunxele’, ‘inhlonipho’



kanye ‘nesiyalo’ azovusa impendulo enhle evela ku-Suzanne, kodwa wayesaba
ukuthi ulahlekelwe indodakazi yakhe ngenxa yemibono ka-Robert ewubuwula.

Asengazama ukukwenza manje ukumisa ukubola kuMegan. Ukubola
uRobert, nendodakazi yakhe, ababekuvumela ukuthi kughume uMegan
ompofu, omnandi, kodwa othathekayo. Wayeke walingeka ukuba azame
ukumvalela ngaphansi kwezitebhisi, kodwa wayazi ukuthi uma uRobert eke
wathola ukuthi kwakuyoba okokugcina ukuthi aphinde avunyelwe ukuba
yedwa noMegan futhi lapho-ke bobabili babeyoba kubi kakhulu kulokho. .

Kodwa ekujuleni kwenhliziyo, uNkz. White wayazi kahle kamhlophe ukuthi
usezobhekana nesimo esibi kakhulu futhi angase angasindi ngaphandle
kwesikhungo sezempilo.
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