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Closing Thoughts



Success Starts with Passion

Following your passion is the foundation of success. You have to be
passionate about what you’re doing to push through the challenges you’ll
encounter as an entrepreneur.

Today, J.K. Rowling is well known as the author of the Harry Potter
series. By almost any measure, she is successful. She is recognized on the
street, became the world’s first billionaire author, and built a brand worth
more than $15B (yes, billion). But it wasn’t always that way.

In 1994 J.K. Rowling had recently lost her mother, just gotten a divorce,
was on government aid, and barely had enough to feed her new baby. She
was desperately in search of a way to earn enough to pay the rent and keep
the heat on. She had always loved to write, and she had a vivid imagination.
As a child she often wrote fantasy stories that she read to her younger sister.
But writing had always been just a hobby for her.

Then one day, while riding the train, she got the idea that would
eventually become the Harry Potter series. She knew she had something
special, and she was determined to turn her writing hobby into a money-
making venture.

It took her uncountable hours, but three years later she had completed
the first Harry Potter book. Her manuscript was rejected dozens of times,
but she didn’t give up. She finally found a publisher that would take a
chance on her book, and the rest, as they say, is history. J.K. Rowling is a
great example of someone who had a passion and found a way to make
money with it!

“Passion is energy. Feel the power that comes
from focusing on what excites you.”

OPRAH WINFREY



But what if you don’t know what your passion is? What if you’re one of
those people who just doesn’t know what they want to do for the rest of
their life? Or what if you have more than one passion? What if your passion
changes over the years? I want to assure you that if you don’t know what
your passion is, or if your passion has changed from time to time, you’re
likely more the rule than the exception!

I am not one of the lucky few who knew their passion early in life. My
passion has changed at least five times since college (so far), and I have no
idea how many times it changed before that! What I was passionate about in
college and my early adulthood isn’t what I’m passionate about today. I
have even gone through times when I didn’t really know what my passion
was. And that uncertainty was more than a bit unsettling.

Maybe you have experienced something similar. Have you ever
wondered what your true passion is? Or have you ever been unable to
identify just one passion in your life? Or maybe your passion keeps
changing, and that has caused you concern. For most of us, success is not a
straight highway, but rather a winding road with lots of intersections. If this
describes your life, see it as a blessing. It means that you get to enjoy the
search for your passion!

Finding Your Passion
So, how do you find your passion? I believe that each of us is unique, and
our cumulative life experiences are different from everyone else’s. It should
be no surprise, then, that we each find our passion in our own unique way.
My current passion came at a time in my life when I wasn’t happy with the
path I had chosen. I had achieved success in my life, and I had a wonderful
family, but I just wasn’t happy with where I was.

“When a flower doesn’t bloom, you fix the environment
in which it grows, not the flower.”

UNKNOWN

At the time I was working with a coach who, like all the great coaches I
have known, asked simple questions that caused me to think deeply. One
day she noticed my unhappiness and commented on it. I told her that I just
wasn’t passionate about what I was doing. She then asked me, “Can you



think of a time when you were happy?” There was that “simple question.” I
said I would need to think about it, so she gave me an assignment. Each
time I thought of a time in my life when I was happy with my chosen
career, she told me to write it down—describe what I was doing and how I
felt. If possible, she asked that I identify exactly what I was doing at the
time that made me happy.

I left our meeting feeling confident that I could probably think of times
when I was happy, as she had asked me to do. I thought of a couple right
away, but they seemed unrelated to one another. I was dubious that any
common “threads” would be found running through the various times in my
life when I was happy.

Not being one to give up, I took on the challenge. Over the next week I
wrote in my journal about the times that I really enjoyed my job. And then I
looked for common themes that ran through these times. What a surprise to
discover that there was a common thread running through all of them!

When I met with my coach the following week, I shared the results of
the exercise with her. I told her about the common theme I had found, and
then she asked me another “simple” question: “If that is really what makes
you happy, then why don’t you just do that?”

This process led me to identify patterns in my happiness. Knowing
when I was happy and what I was doing at the times that I was happy
resulted in the breakthrough that “birthed” our current company, Turn
Knowledge to Profit. And now I love my life again!

Taking Action:
Finding Your Passion

The following action steps will help you identify your passion. We suggest
that you purchase or create a “Success Journal” where you can write down
your thoughts as you go through the action steps in this book. It is important
that you actually write down the results. Neuroscience research shows us
that there is a link between writing and information retention. The things
that you write down are more easily remembered and put into action. This
is not true of the things you type or simply think about.

As you go through the action steps below and in the following chapters,
enjoy the journey!



1. Take out your Success Journal and title a page “Finding My Passion.”
2. Think back through your life and identify times when you were most

happy with your work. Each time you remember a work situation that
you really loved, describe it. What did you like about it? You don’t need
to do this in one sitting. Keep your Success Journal handy and jot down
ideas and thoughts whenever you have them.

3. Once you have identified several times when you loved your work, read
through the descriptions and look for similarities. Is there something that
they all, or at least most of them, have in common?

4. Write down what you think they have in common. Review what you
have written periodically and see if you can refine it.

5. See if you can identify what the passion is at the core of these
experiences. Your passion should be something that “jumps off the
page” when you see it!

6. You may want to go through these steps again when you feel your
passion is changing, or when you feel like something is missing as you
walk along your chosen path.
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