


	

	

LOVE	THAT	ENDURES
	

	

Participant’s	Study	Guide

	

	
©Joe	M.	Fears	2015

	
ISBN	13-	978-1-940725-53-6

Truth	Book	Publishers
www.truthbookpublisers.com

First	Printing	2015

http://www.truthbookpublisers.com


CONTENTS
A	Word	from	Bishop	Fears

Session	One

The	Whipping	Board

Session	Two

Love	Hurts

Session	Three

The	Qualifier

Session	Four

The	Bitterness	Trap

Session	Five

Betrayal

Session	Six

Cold	Love

Session	Seven

Love	Win

Session	Eight

It’s	Not	About	You



A	Word	from	Bishop	Fears
The	biggest	problem	our	world	faces	today	is	its	inability	to	walk	in	God’s	divine	love.	I
say	this	because	if	people	really	had	God’s	love	in	their	heart	many	of	the	problems	our
world	face	today	would	soon	be	resolved.	The	sad	thing	is	our	world	will	continued	to	turn
on	jagged	edges	because	it	refuses	to	obey	God’s	word.	Our	world	is	bent	on	doing	things
the	way	we	 think	 they	 ought	 to	 be	 done.	Consequently,	 our	 greed	 and	 personal	 desires
continue	to	push	us	further	from	the	fundamentals	of	God.	When	a	young	man	asked	Jesus
what	was	the	greatest	commandment,	the	Lord	responded,	“Thou	shalt	 love	the	Lord	thy
God	with	all	 thy	heart,	and	with	all	 thy	soul,	and	with	all	 thy	mind.	This	is	the	first	and
great	 commandment.	 And	 the	 second	 is	 like	 unto	 it,	 Thou	 shalt	 love	 thy	 neighbour	 as
thyself.	On	these	two	commandments	hang	all	the	law	and	the	prophets	(Matthew	22:35-
40).

If	we	loved	our	fellow	man	like	we	love	ourselves,	this	world	would	be	a	great	place.
Then	too,	I	believe	a	bigger	problem	is	that	many	of	God’s	people	don’t	really	know	how
to	love	themselves.	Parents	are	not	teaching	their	children	about	the	love	of	God;	and	to
make	 matters	 worse	 young	 people	 are	 having	 babies	 and	 continuing	 the	 cycle	 of	 not
knowing	God’s	love.	This	is	why	our	modern	society	is	falling	at	a	precipitous	descent.	It
is	because	our	world	has	forgotten	the	power	of	God’s	love.	Everyone	on	every	continent
is	suffering	because	God’s	love	is	not	known.	The	only	time	our	world	shows	love	is	when
something	horrific	happens	and	it	warrants	human	emotions.	Yet,	when	it	comes	to	day-to-
day	living	we	often	demonstrate	man’s	form	of	love.	It	is	a	love	that	is	based	on	what	one
can	gain	from	a	relationship	that	is	centered	on	them,	rather	than	one	that	is	centered	on
the	other	person.

Our	 selfish	 nature	 has	 driven	 true	 love	 out	 of	 our	 societies.	 We,	 as	 a	 people,	 are
functioning	 in	 the	earth	without	 the	Love	of	God	 in	our	heart.	This	 is	an	alarming	 truth
that	breaks	my	heart.	Most	of	the	atrocities	in	the	world	occur	because	people	do	not	have
the	love	of	God	in	their	heart.	If	you	have	read	my	book,	it	will	be	obvious	to	you	that	the
world	desperately	needs	to	rediscover	the	love	of	God.	All	we	need	to	do	is	let	go	of	our
selfish,	ambitions,	and	petty	desires.	If	we	do	so,	the	Love	of	God	will	heal	our	land.

We	must	earnestly	seek	God	if	we	are	to	change	this	diabolical	pattern.	I	believe	the
only	 true	way	 to	change	 this	pattern	 is	 to	be	so	 in	 love	with	God	 that	our	 interest	 fades
away.	We	must	learn	how	to	place	His	word	and	his	way	of	doing	things	above	our	selfish
desire.	Moreover,	if	the	eternal	God	showed	us	love	by	sending	His	Son	to	die	for	us	on	an
old	rugged	cross,	we	ought	to	be	willing	to	show	love	to	others.	Therefore,	I	challenge	you
to	be	more	Christ	like	by	loving	others	the	way	He	loves	us.

With	this	study	guide,	my	desire	is	to	challenge	readers	to	search	their	own	heart	and
see	 if	 they	 are	 the	 person	 they	 think	 they	 are.	 I	 have	 asked	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 to	 help	me
design	 questions	 that	will	 cause	 you	 to	 look	 at	where	 you	 really	 are	when	 it	 comes	 to
expressing	God’s	 love.	To	me,	 love	is	 the	dividing	factor	between	those	 that	will	 follow
Christ	or	follow	the	ways	of	this	world.	At	the	end	of	each	study	session	jot	down	some
notes	 and	 be	 honest	 about	 where	 you	 are	 so	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 can	 help	 you	 be	 who	He
desires	you	 to	be.	Also,	please	don’t	 rush	 through	 these	study	sessions;	 rather	 take	your



time	 and	 listen	 to	 the	 small	 still	 voice	 of	 the	 Lord.	 This	 will	 allow	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 to
remove	every	blind	spot	in	your	life,	in	order	that	you	can	know	the	full	meaning	of	God’s
Love.



SESSION	1
So	we	don’t	look	at	the	troubles	we	can	see	now;	rather,
we	fix	our	gaze	on	things	that	cannot	be	seen.	For	the
things	we	see	now	will	soon	be	gone,	but	the	things	we

cannot	see	will	last	forever	(NLT).

2	Corinthians	4:18

Don’t	Focus	on	the	Pain
The	Son	of	God	became	our	Whipping	Board,	so	that	we	wouldn’t	experience	the	pain	of
eternal	fire.

Introduction
In	 this	 session	 we	 will	 ask	 questions	 that	 are	 designed	 to	 help	 you	 look	 at	 what	 the
Whipping	Board	experience	involves,	be	it	negative	or	positive.	Most	people	simply	don’t
know	 how	 to	 handle	 the	 pain	 and	 shame	 that	 is	 often	 involved	 in	 a	 Whipping	 Board
experience.	 The	 following	 questions	 are	 designed	 to	 create	 discussion	 that	 will	 reveal
ways	 to	 overcome	 any	 negative	 effects	 of	 the	Whipping	 Board.	 Answer	 the	 following
questions	with	an	open	heart	and	listen	to	what	God	reveals	to	you.

Primary	Thoughts
• Passing	judgment	on	others	during	time	of	their	testing	can	often	time	backfire	on

us.	How	should	we	handle	people	that	are	going	through	a	spiritual	test?

• Why	is	the	Whipping	Board	Necessary?	Why	is	it	so	painful	for	us?

• Should	we	be	afraid	of	going	to	the	Whipping	Board?	Why	or	Why	not?

• What	are	some	of	the	negative/positive	aspects	of	the	Whipping	Board?

• How	can	we	overcome	the	negative	effects	of	the	Whipping	Board	experience?

What	does	the	Word	Say?
• In	Matthew	7:1	Jesus	says,	“Do	not	judge,	or	you	too	will	be	judged.”	Is	the	Lord

saying	we	can’t	judge	at	all	or	is	there	another	point	that	He	is	trying	to	make?

• Looking	 at	 1	 Peter	 we	 find	 he	 specifically	 deals	 with	 the	 issue	 of	 Christians
suffering.	 He	 knew	 that	 people	 who	 lived	 righteous	 lives	 would	 suffer	 in	 this
world.	 Peter	 reveals	 to	 us	 two	 types	 of	 suffering.	 One	 is	 suffering	 for
righteousness’	sake	and	the	other	is	when	we	bring	problems	on	ourselves.	Can	the
Whipping	Board	experience	be	brought	on	by	either	of	the	two?



• In	1	Peter	2:21	it	reads,	“For	God	called	you	to	do	good,	even	if	it	means	suffering,
just	 as	Christ	 suffered	 for	 you.	He	 is	 your	 example,	 and	 you	must	 follow	 in	His
steps.”	How	does	the	believer	embrace	this	fact?

Discussion
• What	 are	 some	of	 the	 things	 you	 learned	 from	 reading	 chapter	 one	 of	Love	 that

Endures?

• Have	you	had	a	Whipping	Board	Experience?	How	did	you	handle	it?
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