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TREATISE	ON	THE	LOVE	OF	GOD

The	Mystery	of	Christ	the	Priest

God’s	Love	for	Man



	

1.

God	Loves	Us	with	the	Love	of	a	Father,	Mother	and	Spouse
What	most	moves	the	human	heart	to	love	God	is	to	consider	deeply	the	love	that	God

the	Father	and	His	Most	Blessed	Son,	our	Savior,	have	for	us.

The	heart	is	moved	by	love	more	than	it	benefits	from	it;	for	one	who	gives	a	benefit
to	another	gives	something	that	he	has,	but	one	who	loves	gives	himself	along	with	what
he	has,	and	there	remains	nothing	more	to	give.

Then	let	us	now	see,	O	Lord,	if	You	love	us;	and	if	it	is	thus	that	You	love	us,	just	how
great	Your	love	is	for	us.

Fathers	love	their	children	very	much.	Is	it	then	our	good	fortune	that	You	love	us	as	a
Father?	We	 have	 not	 entered	 into	 the	 bosom	 of	Your	 heart	 to	 see	 this,	 but	Your	Only-
Begotten	Son,	who	descended	from	Your	bosom	(Jn	1),	brought	us	signs	of	that	love,	and
He	commanded	us	to	call	you	Father	(Mt	6:9)	on	account	of	the	greatness	of	the	love	that
You	have	for	us.	Above	all,	He	told	us	that	we	should	call	no	man	on	earth	father,	because
You	alone	are	our	Father	(Mt	23:9).	For	just	as	You	alone	are	good,	by	the	eminence	of
Your	sovereign	goodness,	 thus	You	alone	are	Father;	and	You	are	Father	 in	such	a	way,
and	You	do	such	things	for	us,	that	in	comparison	to	Your	paternal	heart,	there	is	no	one
else	who	can	be	called	such.

Your	prophet	understood	this	well	when	he	said,	For	my	father	and	my	mother	have
forsaken	 me,	 but	 the	 Lord	 will	 take	 me	 up	 (Ps	 26:10)e.	 You	 Yourself	 wished	 to	 be
compared	to	parents,	saying	through	Isaiah,	Can	a	woman	forget	the	child	at	her	breast,
that	 she	 should	 have	 no	 compassion	 on	 the	 son	 of	 her	 womb?	 Even	 though	 these	may
forget,	yet	I	will	not	forget	you.	Behold,	I	have	graven	you	on	the	palms	of	my	hands;	your
walls	are	continually	before	Me	(Is	49:15-16).	And	because	among	birds,	the	eagle	is	most
well	known	in	loving	its	offspring,	You	wished	to	draw	an	analogy	between	the	greatness
of	Your	love	and	that	love	of	the	eagle,	by	saying,	Like	an	eagle	that	stirs	up	its	nest,	that
flutters	over	its	young,	spreading	out	its	wings,	catching	them,	bearing	them	on	its	pinions
(Dt	32:11).

This	love	is	above	the	love	of	a	wife,	concerning	which	Genesis	2:4	says,	Therefore	a
man	leaves	his	father	and	his	mother	and	cleaves	to	his	wife,	and	they	become	one	flesh.
But	Your	love	surpasses	this,	for,	according	to	what	You	say	through	Jeremiah	(3:1ff):	If	a
man	divorces	 his	wife	 and	 she	 goes	 from	him	and	becomes	 another	man’s	wife,	will	 he
return	 to	her?	Would	not	 that	 land	be	greatly	polluted?	You	have	played	 the	harlot	with
many	lovers;	nevertheless,	return	to	Me,	says	the	Lord,	and	I	will	receive	thee.f

	

e	 In	certain	 texts,	 there	 is	a	 fair	amount	of	difference	between	 the	modern	RSV	 translation	and	 the	older,	Douay-
Rheims	Catholic	Bible,	which	is	the	English	translation	of	the	Latin	Vulgate	(which	is	most	likely	what	St.	John	of	Avila
would	have	used	as	his	biblical	source).	For	example,	 the	RSV	version	differs	slightly	from	the	Douay-Rheims	in	the
numbering	of	Psalms.	This	one	would	be	Psalm	27	 in	 the	RSV,	 though	 it	 appears	 as	Psalm	26	 in	 the	Douay-Rheims



version	and	the	Latin	Vulgate.
f	When	there	are	such	apparent	differences	in	a	particular	text	as	mentioned	above,	we	will	give	the	Douay-Rheims

translation	of	the	text,	in	order	to	better	understand	St.	John	of	Avila’s	meaning.	We	will	also	give	the	original	text	from
the	RSV	translation	in	a	footnote,	such	as	follows:

If	a	man	divorces	his	wife	and	she	goes	from	him	and	becomes	another	man’s	wife,	will	he	return	to	her?	Would	not
that	 land	 be	 greatly	 polluted?	 You	 have	 played	 the	 harlot	 with	many	 lovers;	 and	would	 you	 return	 to	me?	 says	 the
LORD.



	

2.

All	Things	Speak	to	Us	of	the	Love	of	God.
And	if	you	are	still	 incredulous	regarding	 this	 love,	 look	at	all	 the	benefits	 that	God

has	provided	for	you,	for	all	these	are	pledges	and	a	witness	of	love.

Consider	all	 the	benefits	 there	are,	and	you	will	 find	 that	all	 the	creatures	 in	heaven
and	 on	 earth,	 all	 the	 parts	 and	 senses	 in	 your	 body,	 and	 all	 the	 hours	 and	moments	 in
which	you	live	your	life—that	all	of	these	are	benefits	provided	by	the	Lord.

Consider	 also	how	many	good	 inspirations	you	have	 received	 and	how	many	goods
you	have	had	in	this	life;	from	how	many	sins	He	has	freed	you	and	how	many	sicknesses
and	disasters	you	could	have	fallen	into,	if	He	had	not	delivered	you	from	them.	All	these
things	are	signs	and	tokens	of	His	love.

Even	 the	 scourges	 and	 tribulations	 themselves	 that	He	 sent	 to	 you	 are	 evidences	 of
love,	 for	 they	are	samples	of	 the	heart	of	 that	Father	who	chastises	every	son	whom	He
receives	(Heb	12:6),	in	order	to	correct	him	and	wake	him	up,	to	cleanse	him	and	preserve
him	in	every	good	gift.

Finally,	cast	your	eyes	on	the	whole	of	this	world,	all	of	which	He	made	on	account	of
His	 love	 for	you;	and	 the	whole	of	 it,	 and	all	 the	 things	 there	are	 in	 it—they	all	preach
love,	demand	love,	and	signify	love.



	

3.

Christ,	the	Supreme	Expression	of	the	Love	that	God	has	for
Us

And	should	you	be	deaf	to	all	these	things,	that	is	no	reason	for	you	to	be	so	in	regards
to	the	appeals	that	the	Savior	makes	to	you	in	the	Gospel,	For	God	so	loved	the	world	that
He	gave	his	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	Him	should	not	perish,	but	have	eternal	life
(Jn	3:16).

All	 these	 things	 are	 signs	 of	 love,	 and	 there	 is	 one	 that	 is	 greater	 than	 all	 the	 rest,
according	to	His	evangelist	Saint	John,	who	is	so	great	a	lover	of	God	and	so	beloved	by
God,	who	writes	this,	In	this	the	love	of	God	was	made	manifest	among	us,	that	God	sent
His	only	Son	into	the	world,	so	that	we	might	live	through	Him	(1	Jn	4:9).	And	this	gift,
along	with	all	the	others,	are	signs	of	the	love	that	God	has	for	us,	and	they	are	like	flashes
of	lightning	that	strike	here	from	that	scorching	fire	of	love.

O	how	much	greater	must	be	 that	hidden	 fire,	 since	 the	 sparks	of	 it	 are	 so	great!	O
tremendous	love!	O	gracious	love!	Oh	love	so	worthy	of	being	repaid	by	love!	Grant	us,
O	Lord,	the	power	to	comprehend	with	all	the	saints	what	is	the	breadth	and	length	and
height	 and	 depth	 of	 that	 love	 (Eph	 3:18)	 so	 that	 our	whole	 heart	may	 be	wounded	 and
conquered	by	Your	love.



	

4.

Christ	Loves	Us
But	let	us	see	how	great	the	love	was	that	the	Son,	whom	You	gave	to	us,	had	toward

us.	 There	 is	 no	 language	 that	 could	 explain	 it.	 As	 St.	 Paul	 says,	 the	 love	 of	 Christ
surpasses	 all	 knowledge	 (Eph3:19),	 even	 the	knowledge	of	 the	 angels,	 because	none	of
them	will	succeed	in	knowing	it.

Some	ignorant	and	coarse	men	have	not	come	to	the	realization	of	this	love.	For	them,
love	is	born	from	the	goodness	and	perfection	found	in	the	thing	loved	(because	the	true
object	 of	 such	 love	 is	 the	 goodness	 and	 perfection	 of	 things),	 and	 given	 that	man	 is	 a
creature	that	is	so	lowly	and	imperfect,	in	regards	to	both	his	body	and	his	soul,	being	a
vessel	 of	 evil,	 with	 what	 kind	 of	 love	 could	 such	 a	 miserable	 creature	 be	 loved,
considering	especially	the	fact	that	the	divine	Lover	is	not	blind,	nor	impassioned,	nor	the
least	capricious.	For	where	there	is	neither	blindness	nor	passion	in	the	one	who	loves,	and
where	the	thing	that	is	to	be	loved	is	so	ugly	and	miserable,	what	kind	of	love	will	one	be
able	to	have	for	it?

But	this	is	not	the	kind	of	reckoning	that	should	be	made	in	order	to	measure	this	love,
for	 the	 love	of	Christ	 is	 not	 born	 from	 the	 perfection	 that	 is	 found	 in	 us,	 but	 from	 that
which	He	has,	which	mirrors	that	of	His	Eternal	Father.



	

5.

The	Mystery	of	Christ
As	 a	 result	 (taking	 up	 the	 business	 of	 the	 first	 principles),	 you	 should	 consider	 the

inestimable	 greatness	 of	 the	 graces	 that	 were	 granted	 by	 the	Most	Holy	 Trinity	 to	 that
Most	Holy	Humanity	of	Christ	in	the	instant	of	His	conception	(Col	2:3-9).

For	there	were	three	graces	granted	to	His	Humanity	which	are	so	great	 that	each	of
them	 in	 its	 own	 way	 is	 infinite.	 These	 are,	 namely,	 the	 grace	 of	 the	 divine	 union,	 the
universal	grace	that	was	given	Him	as	Head	of	the	whole	Church,	and	the	essential	grace
of	His	soul.

First,	 the	Divine	being	 itself	was	given	 to	 that	 sacred	Humanity,	 joining	with	 it	 and
uniting	it	with	the	Divine	Person.	Indeed,	the	Divine	being	was	given	to	that	Humanity	in
such	way	that	we	can	truly	say	that	this	man	is	God	and	the	Son	of	God,	and	He	is	to	be
adored	in	heaven	and	on	earth	as	God.

This	 grace	 is	 already	 seen	 to	 be	 infinite	 by	 the	 gift	 that	 is	 given	 in	 it	 (which	 is	 the
greatest	thing	that	possibly	can	be	given,	since	God	is	given	in	it),	and	by	the	manner	in
which	it	is	given,	which	is	in	the	most	intimate	way	possible,	that	is,	by	way	of	personal
union.
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