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INTRODUCTION

Charles Freyberg’shead has many mansions, with many lodgers. These
acutely caught poems, stories, and sketches are peopled by a cavalcade
of queers, queens, bohemians, bums, beats, and burlesque artists from
Freyberg’shome patch, Sydney’sKings Cross. There are many dear
fringe-dwelling friends, mostly now gone. There is the larger-than-life
character of the author’s beloved, and largely disappeared, King’s Cross,
with its ghosts of legendary venues like Les Girls and the Bourbon and
Beefsteak. There is lament at how the seedy but vibrant old Bo-Ho epi-
center of the Red-Light District is being ‘cleanedup’into a Green Light
Precinct of shiny new apartment blocks— a homogenous blandscape of
gentrification squeezing out the area’scharacter and characters.

The story circle spreads out from the ‘Crossto evoke and reimagine some
of the troubling colonial heritage of the author’s forebears in his native
Queensland, including their potential crimes against the indigenous. The
book straddles time frames, homes, venues, states, and hemispheres. There
are the author’s reimaginings of Shakespeare from his time as a young
man in London. Throughout, there is a strong bond of friendship, love,
and affection for people. There is also a heady whiff of melancholy for
largely disappeared places and people. So many old friends swallowedin
the bohemian ether. And yet they vividlylive on here, in the creative head.
There are ‘morestories as we drink the open wounds of this city.” Yes, there
are ghosts. But this evocativeand large-hearted book also speaks strongly
to William Faulkner’sadage that ‘the past is never dead, it’s not even past’.

—Tug Dumbly, poet

Charles refuses the obfuscation of separation and containment. There’s
a clue to understanding the depth and breadth of perspectivein these
poems from an artist/poet who unites a local within a universal towards
the interaction of land, people, and language.

— Angela Stretch, Poetry Sydney
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Praise for The Crumbling Mansion

The work of Charles Freyberg offers a unique perspective that can deeply
connect with Spanish audiences as it explores universal themes of love,
identity, memory, and human frailty.... he delvesinto the deep connection
between nature and human sensitivity... His work resonates with Latin
American literary movements that seek to include diverse sexualand
gender identities, offering fresh voicesand perspectives.

— Mariadel Castillo Sucerquia,Colombian poet and translator

Much of TheCrumbling Mansion feels like a night book, slightly surreal
and immersed in a world of lights and excitement, pitched at the edge of
danger, sex, and theatre. Costume and makeup glitter under lights, where
creativity finds its truest form in performance.

— MagdalenaBall, The CompulsiveReader

The denizens of a crumbling mansion coil at the heart of this collection,
a shifting, multivocal performance capturing an inner-city milieu frayed
by time but gentle in memory. Freyberg is a fearless scribe of personal
transformation and regeneration. He reignites the forgotten voicesof
Kings Cross and fillsthem with compassion and yearning. Freyberg’s
writing has an elasticity of purpose and subject, with loss, the knife edge
of gentrification, and nostalgia clinging to plangent evocations of nature,
injustice, and desire.

— Rico Craig,poet
Praise for Dining at the Edge

In Charles Freyberg’sdislocated world, we “gather cracks”in life’sjour-
ney that demand both attention and love. In Dining at the Edge, we are
confronted by scenarios of loss and degradation, but also a profound joy
in art as solace. In the poems, there is ambiguity and subtlety, as well as
intensely realised, high-key images that surprise and confront. Freyberg
writes through a compelling voicethat aches and celebrates—and in this,
he proclaims the imperatives of love.

— Simeon Kronenberg,poet
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Charles Freyberg entices us into a midnight world where passion brings
both rapture and peril. Like Kenneth Slessor, Dorothy Hewitt, and Mi-
chael Dransfield, he portrays the creative denizens of Kings Cross after
dark with lyrical poems mourning the devastation wrought by addiction,
plague, and madness.

— Lou Steer, poet and member of Fierce Violet
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Photo of the author’s great-great-grandfather Joseph Macarthy:
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TO ELIZABETHBURTON

Kings CrossSydneyon GadigalCountry

I'm sixteen

but not very sweet

my body knotted

in this raucous place

of jarring rhythms

where women gyrate

into a blur of hair and flesh.
My gawky friends have dragged me here
so far from my cocoon

I want quiet

my books shining with striking phrases
lines of trees in my window

but here

my head revolves

I echo their whistles and grunts
they dig me in the ribs

they are amazed

I’'m empty

I’'mnot a man

I shout even louder

I stare at them

I want to be their mirror

I feel so alone

are they all pretending, too?
and then



a swirl of colour

strands of brightening fabric leap
a sweep of long hair

my clenched arms loosen

as her arms open in a welcoming
she sheds her layers

down to the warmth of her body
then she slows
gracefullystanding and sharing
her blue eyes playful.

She’s smiling just at me

She knows how I need that smile
so awkward and alone.

My lips loosen from their pout

as something gathers within me
hidden and gorgeous

bursting through my check shirt.
She really sees me

I’m squirming in my chair

my arms gyrate

as my friends look at me and laugh.
She gathers her clothes and leaves
with a gentle wave.

As we walk out

to the chaos of the street,

I feel the sweetness of my body
in the wind.

I felt a yearning to share myself
with intimacy, with beauty

like Elizabeth.
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