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At Plaza de Espaia, Madrid

You were their best, Miguel,

but you only got it right once.

Is that why they bronzed

the myths before the man?

De la Mancha took on windmills

instead of the bulls, and for that



he got more fan mail than Franco,

who believed his own scribbling

and crowned himself messiah

of the next siglo de oro.:

So it s not the length of your lance

that matters but how you use it.

Franco couldn’t make gold from lead



even with battalions of Sanchos—

their stagnate blood made it go off.

It was easier for the pedns to hate him

than to question the architecture

of his insanity. Now he’s no more

than wet sand between their toes.

As I float on this placid lily pond



with the other fallen leaves, I see

Quixote urging his gaggle down

into their reflection. He knew

a direct order’s the shortest line

between hunger and your dinner.

Lesser authors had more of a plan.

cold water s the thing



that brings the mind

back

They never get there, of course,

saved in the nick of immortality

like those who accept the wafer

and think they’ve really tasted

heroism—how Spanish of them!



Irony’s what we have instead of God—

the knight behind the myopic mask.

You took up a pen to escape the war;

I took up battle to escape an uncertain

pen. But there was no perfection in it.

The spooks within are more malicious

than any pirate. And more distracting.



Things haven't changed a hell of a lot.
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