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Worn

Only loneliness of desk the ellipsis of word, 
recalling memories the hand behind dealing out
each one, if only my limbs if only my tongue... trembling
what duckling wouldn’t and what grown man
hardening, wouldn’t run there that first one 
that early peace, a taste of sugar like... entropy, chaotic
and brittle and never a sense you can, always
the possibility of looking back to see... nothing,

our worn mountains the Australian
breath, the lonely descent from weather
from moon, wolverine mindscapes some
faint dingo dream, none of it mine just time

bursting...  scraps of laughter a bit of sex the rest 
rented, the sun retreating I’d re-enact each moment 
if it would make... the split timber of my mistakes
forever, wherever forgotten.
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Berlin World
after Felix Schramm’s Soft Corrosion

1.

There is a global vacancy 
– although global really

isn’t the right 
term: it’s an individual
mourning
of a life lost or possibly never even
begun, like collections
of rusted objects strewn
across Berlin lawns, fate
riding a murky wave
of post-ether; either
I’m lost to it or the world
eats out
my heart.

2.

Forget the old notions of Strauss
architecture, I’ve seen
birds circling endlessly
around indoor trees. The old
ecologies are dying – not 
that trees themselves are being humbled
but vanity, its very kernel,
now subsists on flat 
grassy surfaces
with bumble bees hovering
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about. Bells
might chime, cars
flying past,
past the fences
of the park lost 
in imagination, now
these pockets of trees, remnants
of romanticism shooting 
up, up… the birds
circling.

3.

Minds with hazy 
tails talk
of communism like a small sweet
about to disappear
on the back of the tongue. Here
vacancy refers to a lack 
of creation where creation’s 
violent as collusion, as objects exploded
and held
through time like coloured like
swirling 
glass. This,

4.

however, implies a peace
I simply don’t have. Consider
the corroded violence
of different shapes overlapping, then
of broken planes
forced
cut in
to one another: soft
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