
Th is collection was Highly Commended in the IP Picks 2010 Best 

Poetry Award.

Th is is fl uent, well crafted poetry but it is not always comfortable as 

Leah Kaminsky takes us on a journey with her father fl eeing from 

Poland to escape the holocaust, then as a doctor struggling to keep 

her commitment to her patients, and fi nally to Haifa, raising children 

under constant danger from rockets and suicide bombers. It is deeply 

felt poetry, gaining its power from precision and understatement. It is 

poetry which recalls Carolyn Forché’s compelling anthology Against 

Forgetting.

– Ron Pretty

A fi erce book, intense with craft. Th is doctor-poet can really stitch words 

together: tight, unadorned and razor sharp – tailored to fi t brilliantly.

– Dr Robyn Rowland

Th ese are poems ‘tattooed with the history of war’, of portraits and 

voices, of departures and returns. Kaminsky stitches through the fabric 

of life, patching it ‘together with love’ to write of what it means to be a 

mother, daughter, doctor, poet and émigré.

– Libby Hart
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we sacrifi ce everything for our children 
father said as he sewed coats in Melbourne
looking down from the window onto Flinders Lane 
at men loading mannequins into trucks 

while Europe blazed and swallowed up
his youth, his love, his life
he basted coat sleeves
and pad-stitched lapels
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Pattern



Stitching things together, 2007

I: Tracing the pattern

I stab the curved needle
into broken skin
pulling edges together
with blue, nylon sutures

II: Alterations

my father was a tailor
on Haufgass in Zhetl, 1931
running his thumb 
over loose threads

after he set the pigeons free on May 1st
red ribbons tied to their legs
he sat in Lushinkes gaol for months
urine poured into his Communist nostrils 

my grandfather shared a bottle 
of vodka with the guard
and put his son on board the SS Moreton Bay
in 1938, before the storm began

we sacrifice everything for our children 
father said as he sewed coats in Melbourne
looking down from the window onto Flinders Lane 
at men loading mannequins into trucks 

while Europe blazed and swallowed up
his youth, his love, his life
he basted coat sleeves
and pad-stitched lapels



III: Pressing the Seams

local anaesthetic wears off
the laceration begins to throb 
the pain of the body 
split open, returns
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