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I

INTRODUCTION

n the name of Allah, the most Compassionate, the most Merciful.
All praise is for Allah the Lord of all domains, and salutations
and peace be upon the Master of the Messengers; the Seal of the

Prophets, the Leader of the Noble, Muḥammad  who was sent to
all of creation; upon his pure family, his pure companions, his God-
fearing nation and his pure wives; the mothers of the believers.

As to what follows, our liege and master, a marvel in his lands,
an advisor to Allah’s slaves, an expert scholar of his era, a wonder of
his times, the sun of the faith and the religion, Muḥammad ibn al-
Qāsim ibn Abi ’l-Badr ibn al-Malīḥī al-Mizzī, the jurist, the
traditionist, the preacher—may Allah continue his success, and
grant him happiness in both abodes—wrote many letters from Wasit
to Baghdad in regards to the number of the branches of faith with
respect to what has been narrated in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī and [Ṣaḥīḥ]
Muslim from the hadith of Abū Hurayrah  from the Prophet 
that he said, ‘Faith has sixty odd,’ or, ‘seventy odd branches. The
highest of them,’ or, ‘the most virtuous of them,’—there is a
di�erence in the narrations—‘is the statement, “There is no god but
Allah” and the lowest of them is removal of harm from the path.
Modesty1 is one of the branches of faith.’2 He was going to dedicate
himself to detailing these [branches] but the response was delayed
due to several reasons and preoccupations.

After a long time and many oft-repeated requests, I obtained the
book The Branches of Faith by the Imam, the hadith master, the
jurist, Abū Bakr Aḥmad ibn Ḥusayn al-Bayhaqī—which was in six



volumes—in order to copy them as they were. However, I found
them to be scattered thought the text; they were not together in the
prelude nor in the �rst volume and he had provided copious detail
and discussion, but had disseminated them throughout the whole
text. Necessity demanded that I gather them into one compilation,
making them concise and using them as headings for each topic. I
have supported [the branch] by presenting a verse from the book of
Allah  as evidence, or an authentic hadith from the most authentic
of what has been narrated from the Messenger of Allah . In some
cases, when discussing some of the branches, an extra verse or two,
or hadith, or words [of explanation] or an anecdote or two, or a
couplet of poetry or two, were added which Bayhaqī did not
mention [in his book]. He arranged it into seventy-seven chapters
[based on the number of branches].



The complete book has been narrated to us by a group [of
scholars], among whom are: Shaykh al-ʿĀlim, the Hadith Scholar of
Iraq, Rashīd ad-Dīn Abū ʿAbdillāh Muḥammad ibn ʿAbdillāh ibn
ʿUmar al-Muqri’ al-Baghdādī, and Qāḍī Taqī ad-Dīn Abu ’l-Faḍl
Sulaymān ibn Ḥamzah ibn Aḥmad al-Maqdisī from Damascus. They
both said, ‘The senior narrators Abū Muḥammad al-Anjab ibn Abi ’s-
Saʿādāt ibn Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān al-Jāmī, and Abu ’l-
ʿAbbās Aḥmad ibn Yaʿqūb ibn ʿAbdillāh al-Māristānī, and Abu ’l-
Qāsim ʿAlī ibn al-Ḥā�ẓ Abi ’l-Faraj ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān ibn ʿAlī ibn
Muḥammad al-Jawzī informed us.’ They all said, ‘Abū Ḥafṣ ʿUmar
ibn Aḥmad ibn ʿUmar az-Zanjāni has informed us in the month of
Ṣafar, the year 562/1167. He said, ‘Shaykh Abu ’l-Ḥasan ʿUbayd
Allāh ibn Muḥammad ibn al-Imam al-Ḥā�ẓ Abū Bakr Aḥmad ibn al-
Ḥusayn ibn ʿAlī al-Bayhaqī informed me.’’ He said, ‘My grandfather
Imam Abū Bakr informed me and the great, reliable one of his time,
Abu ’l-Ḥasan ʿAlī ibn Aḥmad ibn ʿAbd al-Wāḥid al-Maqdisī narrated
it with another chain and gave general permission [to narrate to
others] if it was not speci�c. He said, ‘The hadith master of Baghdad
Abu ’l-Faraj ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān ibn ʿAlī ibn Muḥammad al-Jawzī, and
the Mufti of Khorasan Abū Saʿd ʿAbdullāh ibn Aḥmad ibn ʿUmar aṣ-
Ṣa�ār an-Naysābūrī gave speci�c permission.’ They both said, ‘Abu
’l-Qāsim Zāhir ibn Ṭāhir ibn Muḥammad ash-Shiḥāmī and a group of
others narrated to us in a similar manner.’ They all said, ‘Imam al-
Ḥā�ẓ Abū Bakr Aḥmad ibn al-Ḥusayn al-Bayhaqī  informed us
wherein he began:. . .’
 
 

1 When asked why modesty has been made a part of faith, the answer given is that
modesty is an incentive for doing good actions and a deterrent from committing acts of
disobedience. It is a possibility that it is created and acquired just like the rest of good
actions, or it is possible that it is a natural instinct. However, its usage within the principles
of Islamic law necessitates the acquisition [of an action] and an intention. Therefore,
modesty is from faith, as explained above. (ʿAynī in ʿUmdat al-Qārī)

2 Its chain of narration is authentic. Bukhārī (9), Muslim (35), Abū Dāwūd (4676),
Tirmidhī (2614), Aḥmad (9361) and Ibn Mājah (57). The wording is of Ibn Abī Shaybah in
Muṣannaf, but without ‘the most virtuous of them’ (26343).



1

The �rst from the branches of faith is
belief in Allah 

Based on the speech of Allah :

As do the faithful. They all believe in Allah. [2:285]

Also His speech:

You who believe, believe in Allah. [4:136]

He then quoted therein the hadith of Abū Hurayrah  which is
agreed upon in the two authentic collections [of Bukhārī and
Muslim]:

‘I have been ordered to �ght the people until they say: “There
is no god but Allah.” So whoever says: “There is no god but
Allah,” has indeed safeguarded himself and his wealth from
me, except with its due right; whilst his account is upon Allah

.’1



Furthermore, [he quoted] the hadith of ʿUthmān ibn ʿA�ān , in
Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim:

‘Whoever dies whilst knowing [with certainty] that there is no
god but Allah will enter the Garden.’2

 
 

1 Its chain is authentic. Bukhārī (2946), Muslim (20), Abū Dāwūd (1556), Tirmidhī
(2606), Nasāʾī (3091), Ibn Mājah (3928).

The meaning of the hadith corresponds with the meaning of the verse. He has,
therefore, brought them together and connected them with the book of faith so that it may
be known thereby, that whoever believes has become safeguarded; and that establishing
the prayer and paying zakah is from the completion of faith, according to [the opinion] he
has adopted. (ʿAynī in ʿUmdat al-Qārī)

2 Its chain is authentic. Muslim (26) and Aḥmad (464).
As for he who committed a major sin and died without repenting, he is subject to the

will of Allah . If He wills He will pardon him and enter him into the Garden, including
him in the �rst category or, if He wills, He will punish him and thereafter enter him into
the Garden—the fate that Allah  has intended. One who believes in the Oneness of Allah
will not remain in the Fire for eternity, even if he commits an act of disobedience, just like
one who disbelieves will not enter the Garden even if he does an act of piety. (Nawawī in
Minhāj)



2

The second from the branches of faith
is belief in the messengers of Allah ,
may Allah send salutations and peace

upon them all

Based on the speech of Allah :

As do the faithful. They all believe in Allah, His angels, His
scriptures and His messengers. [2:285]

Also due to the hadith of ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb , narrated in the
two authentic collections regarding the question of Jibrīl :

‘Faith is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His Books and His
messengers. . .’1

 
 

1 Its chain is authentic. Bukhārī (50) and Muslim (8). Bukhārī records it from Abū
Hurayrah .

The author viewed īmān and Islam to be [two] expressions used for one meaning but
since Jibrīl  asked regarding īmān and Islam speci�cally, his answer necessitated that
they be di�erent from each other. Īmān is to believe in speci�c matters and Islam is to



express speci�c actions. He intended that this be repeated by explaining it in his way. (Ibn
Ḥajar in Fatḥ al-Bārī)
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The third from the branches of faith is
belief in the angels

Based on the Qur’anic verses and hadith mentioned [previously].
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The fourth from the branches of faith is
belief in the Qur’an and all the Books
revealed before it Based on the speech

of Allah : 

You who believe, believe in Allah and His Messenger and in the
Book He sent down to His Messenger, as well as what He sent down

before. [4:136]

Also due to the Qur’anic verses and hadith mentioned [previously].
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The �fth from the branches of faith is
to believe that all fate; good and bad is

from Allah 

Based on the speech of Allah :

Say to them, ‘Both come from Allah.’ [4:78]

Also due to the hadith of Abū Hurayrah  in the two authentic
collections:

‘Ādam  and Mūsā  disputed. Mūsā  said, “O Ādam! You
are our father and you disappointed us and took us out of the
Garden.” Ādam  replied to him, “O Mūsā! Allah has selected
you to speak with Him and He outlined the Torah for you with

His Hand. Do you blame me for a matter that Allah had



destined upon me forty years before He created me?” Thus
Ādam  defeated Mūsā  [in the debate].’1

Imam Abū Bakr al-Bayhaqī recited some couplets to us with the
aforementioned chain. He said, ‘Abu ’l-Fawāris Abū Junayd ibn
Aḥmad aṭ-Ṭabarī recited these couplets to me:

[Allah’s] slave is dissatis�ed, but the Lord is One who predestines,
Time changes it all, and [one’s] provisions are [divinely]

distributed.
All goodness is in that which our Creator has chosen, and in any

other’s choice lies blame and misfortune.
 
 

1 Its chain is authentic. Bukhārī (6614), Muslim (2652), Abū Dāwūd (4701),
Tirmidhī (2134) and Aḥmad (9176).

It is possible that it took place in the time of Mūsā  when
Allah  revived Ādam  as a miracle for him so Mūsā  spoke to
him or He manifested him from his grave and then they spoke to
each other. It is also possible that Allah showed him his spirit just
like He showed the Prophet  the spirits of the prophets on the
night journey, or Allah showed him in a dream whilst sleeping; and
the dreams of the prophets  are revelation. In addition, it could
have been after the death of Mūsā  where they met in the Barrier
[between this world and the next]; �rst Mūsā  would have died
and then their souls met in the Heavens (ʿAynī in ʿUmdat al-Qārī).
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The sixth from the branches of faith is
belief in the Last Day

Based on the speech of Allah :

Fight those [of the People of the Book] who do not [truly] believe in
Allah and the Last Day. [9:29]

Ḥalīmī said, ‘Its meaning is to believe that the days of the world
shall end and their passing diminishes the total duration, as a result
this universe shall be destroyed one day. In the recognition and
acceptance of the world coming to an end, is also the recognition
and acceptance of its beginning, for the everlasting cannot come to
an end or change.’

In the two authentic collections is the hadith of Abū Hurayrah 
:

‘By Him in whose Hand is Muḥammad’s  soul, the Hour will
most certainly occur whilst their garment will be spread in front



of them but they will not be able to sell it, nor fold it up; and
the Hour will most certainly occur when a man has just turned
away with the milk of his she-camel [having milked it] and he
will have raised a morsel to his mouth but will not be able to

eat it.’1

 
 

1 Its chain is authentic. Bukhārī (6506), Muslim (2954) and Aḥmad (8824).
Not being able to eat the morsel is used to express that the Final Hour will occur

suddenly and more quickly than a person placing a morsel of food into his mouth. (ʿAynī in
ʿUmdat al-Qārī)
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The seventh from the branches of faith
is belief in the resurrection after death

Based on the speech of Allah : 

The disbelievers claim that they will not be raised from the dead.
Say [Prophet], ‘Yes indeed! I swear by my Lord! You will be raised.’

[64:7]

Also due to the speech of Allah : 

Say, ‘It is Allah who gives you life, then causes you to die, and then
He gathers you all to the Day of Resurrection of which there is no

doubt.’ [45:26]

Additionally, due to the hadith of ʿUmar ibnu ’l-Khaṭṭāb , in the
authentic collection regarding the hadith about faith: 



‘Faith is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His
messengers, in resurrection after death and in fate, all of it.’1

 
 

1 Its chain is authentic. Muslim (8).



8

The eighth from the branches of faith
is belief in the gathering of the people
after they have been resurrected from
their graves to the place of standing

Based on the speech of Allah : 

Do these people not realise that they will be raised up on a mighty
Day, a Day when everyone will stand before the Lord of the

Worlds? [83:4–6]

Also due to the hadith of ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿUmar , [narrated] in
Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim: 

‘The people will stand before the Lord of the Worlds until one
of them will be submerged in perspiration till halfway up his

ears.’1

 
 

See branch two for the explanation of this hadith.
1 Its chain is authentic. Bukhārī (4938), Muslim (2862), Aḥmad (5823) and Tirmidhī

(3336).



Imam Muslim has narrated from the hadith of Miqdād ibn Aswad  that the Prophet 
 said, ‘On the Day of Resurrection, the sun will draw close to the people until it is at the

distance of around one mile. The people will be submerged in perspiration according to
their deeds, some up to their ankles, some up to their loins and some will be submerged
completely.’ (Ibn Ḥajar in Fatḥ al-Bārī)
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