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The First Principle

THE DIVINE ESSENCE
(ADH-DHĀT)

We say: All praise is for Allāh Who—through His Book revealed
upon the tongue of His prophetic emissary—made known to His
slaves [the following] about His Essence: He is Unique without a
partner, Alone without a likeness, Absolute without an opponent
and One without an equal. Furthermore, He is Sempiternal without
a cause, Eternal without a beginning, Perpetually Existent without
an end, Everlasting without �nality, Self-subsistent without fail,
Ongoing without cessation. He has always been and will never cease
to be described with the Qualities of Majesty. The passing of ages
has no e�ect on Him; rather, He is the First and the Last, the
External and the Internal, and Knowledgeable of everything.



The Second Principle

TRANSCENDENCE
(AT-TAQDĪS)

He is not a body possessing form, nor a substance with limits or
measure. He does not resemble bodies, whether through
quanti�cation or being subject to division. He is not a substance,
nor does He inhabit substances. He is not an accidental
characteristic, nor does He inhabit them. Rather, He does not
resemble anything in existence; nor does anything in existence
resemble Him. Nothing is like Him, and He is like nothing. He
cannot be de�ned in terms of quantity; place does not encompass
Him; directions do not surround Him; and the heavens do not
enclose Him.

His establishment on the Throne is in the manner that He said,
and with the meaning that He intended—an establishment beyond
touch, settlement, placement, embodiment, and movement. The
Throne does not hold Him; rather, the Throne along with its carriers
are held by the subtlety of His Power and overwhelmed by His Grip.
He is above the Throne, and above everything to the ends of the
earth, with an Exaltedness that does not bring Him closer to the
Throne or the heavens, nor distance Him further from the ground or
whatever is beneath it. Rather, He is far beyond the Throne just as
He is far beyond the ground.

However, He is close to everything in existence—closer to His
slaves than their jugular veins. He witnesses everything. His
Proximity is not like a physical proximity, just as His Entity is not
like physical entities. He does not inhabit anything, nor does
anything inhabit Him. He is exalted beyond being enclosed by a
place, just as He transcends being limited by time. Rather, He



existed before creating time and place, and He is now just as He has
always been.

He is distinguished from His creation by His Attributes. There is
nothing within His Essence other than Him, and His Essence is not
within anything. He is Transcendent above change and transition.
Occurrences do not subsist within Him. He has always been
described with Majesty that transcends cessation, and His perfect
Attributes have no need of completion. His existence is known
through the mind and He shall be seen by the virtuous in the
Permanent Abode as a blessing and kindness from Him, and a
completion of bliss which will be achieved by looking upon His
Noble Face.



The Third Principle

LIFE AND POWER
(AL-QUDRAH)

He is Living, Omnipotent, Overpowering, and Overwhelming. He is
not a�icted with inability or incapacity, not beset with fatigue or
sleep, and not a�ected by annihilation or death. He possesses
Dominion, Might and Omnipotence. All power, all force, all
creation, and all authority belong to Him. The heavens are enfolded
in His Right Hand, and all of creation is subjected to the force of His
Grip.

He is the sole Creator and Inventor, the only One capable of
bringing things into existence. He created the creation and their
actions, and determined their provision and their life spans. Nothing
imaginable is outside of His Grasp, and the realisation of any matter
cannot escape His Power.



The Fourth Principle

KNOWLEDGE (AL-ʿILM)

He is Knowledgeable of all things, and his knowledge encompasses
whatever may happen—from the bowels of the earth to the highest
heaven. An atom’s weight in the heavens or the earth does not
escape His Knowledge; rather, He sees the black ant as it crawls
along a jet-black boulder in the dark of the night, and perceives the
most miniscule creature as it is tossed about by the wind. He knows
every secret and what is still yet more hidden. He is aware of the
misgivings of every conscience, the development of every conscious
thought, and every secret’s innermost details. The knowledge by
which He perceives all this is a timeless, eternal Knowledge with
which He is unceasingly described; it is not a newfound knowledge
that occurs within Himself by conveyance or transmission.



The Fifth Principle

WILL
(AL-IRĀDAH)

All things in existence are the objects of His Will and He is the
Planner of everything that occurs. There is nothing that happens in
His Realm and Dominion—whether much or little, small or big,
good or bad, bene�cial or harmful, faith or disbelief, knowledge or
ignorance, victory or defeat, gain or loss, obedience or disobedience
—except that it is with His Decree, Determination, Judgment, and
Will. Whatever He wills is, and whatever He does not will shall
never be.

Neither the glance of an onlooker nor any whimsical thought is
beyond His Will. Rather, He is the Beginning and the End, the Doer
of whatever He wills. There is no one who can reject His Judgment,
no nulli�er of His Decree, no refuge for a slave from disobedience
except in His Providence and Mercy, and no ability for the slave to
obey Him except with His Support and Will. If all of humanity, jinn,
angels, and demons were to join forces to move or to stop any
particle in the universe—they would be incapable of doing so
without His Will and Desire.

His Will subsists in His Essence, along with the sum of His
Attributes. He has never ceased to be described as such—eternally
Willful of the existence of all things in the times that He determined.
He brings them into existence in their appointed times as He willed
from eternity, without any earliness or lateness. Rather, they happen
according to His Knowledge and Will, without any substitution or
change. He has planned every matter, but not with sequenced
thoughts or by waiting for time. For this reason, nothing
preoccupies Him from one a�air to another.



Know that this position is very slippery and many have
stumbled, for a complete investigation of it is drawn from the tide of
a tremendous ocean—the mighty ocean of Divine Oneness—and
they seek it through research and debate. But Allāh’s Messenger 
has said: “No people have gone astray after being guided, except
that they were given to argumentation.”1

Such people will adduce verses of the Qur’ān and interpret them,
although they are not quali�ed to interpret. If achieving the level of
interpretation was possible for just anyone, the Prophet  would
have never said, supplicating for Ibn ʿAbbās : “O Allāh, make him
understand the religion and teach him interpretation!”2 Neither
would Yaʿqūb have said to Yūsuf :

In this way, your Lord has chosen you and teaches you the
interpretation of dreams. (12:6)

The author of al-Kashshāf said, in his explanation of this verse: “He
intended by this the meanings of Allāh’s Books and the ways of the
Prophets , and those points and objectives therein which are
obscure or ambiguous to people—you [i.e. Yūsuf ] will explain
and expound upon them, and direct people to the wisdom found
within them.”3

The reason many slip up here is because they follow those who
follow what is ambiguous from the Qur’ān, seeking tribulation and
seeking its interpretation; however, no one knows its interpretation
except Allāh and those who are �rmly grounded in knowledge.
These people are not �rmly grounded in knowledge; rather, they are
inadequate and incapable. Because of their inadequacy they cannot
perceive the reality of this matter. Thus, they are restrained from
plunging into the depths of what is beyond their capability, by the



same harness that restrains the rest of the inadequate. They are told:
“Be silent! You were not made for this!”

He is not asked about what He does, but they will be asked. (21:23)

It is narrated on the authority of Abū Hurayrah : “The
Messenger of Allāh  came out to us while we were debating
about predetermination (qadar). He  became extremely angry, to
the point that his noble face turned red. He said: ‘Is this what you
have been commanded? Is this what I was sent to you with? Those
before you were destroyed when they took to debating about this
matter! I am determined that you will not debate about this.’”4 It is
also narrated on the authority of Abū Jaʿfar, who said: “I once said
to Yūnus ibn ʿUbayd: ‘I came across a people disputing about
predetermination.’ He said: ‘If they had any concern for their sins,
they would not have been disputing about predetermination.’”5

The lamps of some have been �lled with a light taken from
Allāh’s Light; its oil was pure, nearly shining on its own without �re
ever touching it. It was as light shining upon light, illuminating all
realms before them with their Lord’s Light. They perceived these
matters as they truly are, and it was said to them: “Follow the
example of Allāh’s Conduct and be silent. If predetermination is
mentioned, then refrain from speaking.” For this reason, ‘Umar
refrained from speaking when asked about predetermination. He
said to the questioner, “It is a deep sea that you cannot penetrate.”
When the question was repeated he said, “It is a dark path that you
cannot tread.” When it was repeated for a third time he said: “It is
Allāh’s secret that He has concealed from you, so do not attempt to
expose it.”6

Whoever wishes to know the secrets of the divine realm. . . must
adhere to its gate with love, sincerity, and truthfulness; he must turn



away from its adversaries, and avoid obeying them or seeking to
please them.

Indeed, the patient ones are given their reward without account.
(39:10)
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