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1. SŪRAT AL-FĀTIḤAH
(THE OPENING)

This surah1 is Makkī, and it comprises 7 verses (āyāt)

Introduction
This is the rst surah of the Holy Qurʾān, not only in its present
order, but also in its order of revelation in the sense that no other
surah had been revealed completely before this. Some verses of
other surahs—like those of Surah 74 and Surah 96, etc.—were
revealed earlier than this, but it was the rst complete surah that
was revealed to the Holy Prophet
in Makkah. It has been placed
before every other surah in its present compilation, because it is, so
to say, the quintessence of the Holy Qurʾān; and the rest of the
Qurʾān is its elaboration. That is why it is named al-Fātiḥah (the
Opening). The theme is that, in order to bene t from the Holy
Qurʾān, one must admit the basic attributes of his Creator, seek
guidance from Him, and recite and study it with an open mind and
heart like a true seeker of Truth. This surah is an instruction from
Allah
about how one should request and pray to Him for seeking
guidance. The entire Qurʾān following this surah is an answer to this
request.

With the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the VeryMerciful
1. Praise belongs to Allah,2 the Lord of all the worlds,3
2. the All-Merciful, the Very-Merciful.4
3. The Master of the Day of Requital.
4. You alone do we worship, and from You alone do we seek help.

5. Take us on the straight path,5
6. the path of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace,6
7. not of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who
have gone astray.
1 ‘Surah’ is the special name given by the Holy Qurʾān itself to its chapters. The

chapters revealed before migration of the Holy Prophet

from Makkah are called Makkī,

and those revealed after his migration to Madīnah are called Madanī.

2 It means that whosoever praises anything anywhere in the universe is ultimately

praising Allah, because He is the Creator of everything, and admiration of any object is, in
fact, admiration of its producer.

3 The original word in Arabic is ‘ʿālamīn’—the plural of ‘ʿālam’—and it includes every

possible form of existence: the sky, the earth, the sun, the moon, stars, wind, rain, the

angels, the jinn, animals, plants, minerals, and of course men. In the absence of an accurate
word in English, it is translated as ‘worlds’.

4 This is the translation of the Arabic words: ‘Raḥmān’ and ‘Raḥīm’. Both are attributes

of Allah

, denoting His extreme mercy. The di erence between the two is that ‘Raḥmān’

indicates the extensive nature of His mercy, hence it is translated as ‘All-Merciful’, while
‘Raḥīm’ refers to its intensive quality, and therefore it is rendered as ‘Very-Merciful’.

5 ‘Guidance’ may be given to someone in two ways. One is that he is verbally directed

towards the right path, or it is shown to him from a distance, then it will depend on him

whether or not he adopts the correct direction. The second way of guiding someone is that
he is physically taken to the right path. According to Arabic usage, it is the second type of
guidance that is intended here, because in the

rst case, the expression would have been

‘Iḥdinā ilā’ṣ-ṣirāṭi’l-mustaqīm.’ Hence the translation: ‘Take us on the straight path’.
6 See 4:69 for the detail of this reference.

2. SŪRAT AL-BAQARAH
(THE COW)

This surah is Makkī, and it comprises 286 verses

Introduction
This is the largest surah in the Holy Qurʾān. It is named after the
story of the cow mentioned in verses 67 to 73 of this surah. The
surah starts with the mention of three categories of mankind: the
believers, the unbelievers and the hypocrites. Then it deals with the
fundamental articles of faith, namely, belief in the Oneness of Allah,
the prophethood of the Holy Prophet
and the life after death. The
creation of Ādam (Adam)
and his descent to earth has been
narrated to make man recall his origin. Then, a large passage is
devoted to inviting the Jews towards Islam by referring to many
favours Allah has bestowed on them. Di erent parts of the life of the
Holy Prophet Mūsā (Moses)
, and the rebellious attitude of the
Israelites against him, have been mentioned in this context. Then
the Holy Prophet Ibrāhīm (Abraham)
has been referred to as a
basis of common agreement between Christians, Jews and the
pagans of Arabia. Thereafter, a series of Islamic injunctions have
been laid down relating to di erent forms of worship, family life
and nancial transactions.

With the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the VeryMerciful
1. Alif.Lām.Mīm.1
2. This Book has no doubt in it—a guidance for the God-fearing,
3. who believe in the Unseen,2 and are steadfast in salat,3 and spend4
out of what We have provided them;

4. and who believe in what has been revealed to you and what has
been revealed before you;5 and they have faith in the Hereafter.

5. It is these who are guided by their Lord; and it is just these who
are successful.
6. Surely for those who have disbelieved,6 it is all the same whether
you warn them or you warn them not: they do not believe.
7. Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing; and on
their eyes there is a covering, and for them awaits a mighty
punishment.7
8. And among men there are some who say, ‘We believe in Allah
and in the Last Day,’ yet they are not believers.8
9. They try to deceive Allah and those who believe, while they are
not deceiving anyone except themselves, although they are unaware
of it.
10. In their hearts there is a malady, so Allah has made them grow
in their malady; and for them there is a grievous punishment,
because they have been lying.
11. When it is said to them, ‘Do not spread disorder on the earth,’
they say, ‘We are but reformers.’
12. Beware, it is, in fact, they who spread disorder, but they do not
appreciate.

13. And when it is said to them, ‘Believe as people have believed,’
they say, ‘Shall we believe as the fools have believed?’ Beware, it is,
in fact, they who are the fools, but they do not know.
14. When they meet those who believe, they say, ‘We have entered
the faith’; but when they are alone with their satans, they say,
‘Indeed, we are with you; we were only mocking.’
15. It is Allah who mocks at them, and lets them go on wandering
blindly in their rebellion.
16. These are the people who have bought error at the price of
guidance; so their trade has brought no gain, nor have they reached
the right path.
17. Their situation is like that of a man who kindles a re, and
when it illuminates everything around him, Allah takes away their
lights and leaves them in layers of darkness, so that they see
nothing.
18. Deaf, dumb and blind, they shall not return.9
19. Or (it is) like a rainstorm from the sky, bringing darkness,
thunder and lightning; they thrust their ngers in their ears against

the thunderclaps for fear of death—and Allah encompasses the
disbelievers
20. —and lightning (all but) snatches away their eyesight; every
time a ash gives them light, they walk by it; and when darkness
falls upon them, they stand still. And if Allah

willed, He would certainly take away their hearing and their eyes:
surely Allah is powerful to do anything.
21. O people, worship your Lord who created you and those before
you, so that you may become God-fearing.
22. He is the One who made the earth a bed for you, and the sky a
roof, and sent down water from the sky, then brought forth with it
fruits, as a provision for you. So, do not set up parallels to Allah
when you know.10
23. If you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our
servant,11 then bring a surah similar to this, and do call your
supporters other than Allah, if you are true.
24. But if you do not—and you will never be able to—then guard
yourselves against the Fire, the fuel of which will be men and
stones. It has been prepared for disbelievers.
25. And give good news to those who believe and do righteous
deeds that for them there are gardens beneath which rivers ow.12
Every time they are given a fruit from there to eat, they will say,
‘This is what we have been given before’; and they will be given
(fruits) resembling one another.13 And for them there

shall be wives puri ed; and there they will live forever.
26. Indeed, Allah does not feel shy in citing any parable, be it that
of a gnat or of something above it (in meanness).14 Now, as for those
who believe, they know it is the truth from their Lord; while those
who disbelieve say, ‘What could Allah have meant by this parable?’
By this He lets many go astray, and by this He makes many nd
guidance. But He does not let anyone go astray thereby except those
who are sinful:
27. those who break the Covenant of Allah after it has been made
binding, and cut o the relations Allah has commanded to be
joined,15 and spread disorder on the earth—it is these who are the
losers.
28. How is it that you deny Allah, while you were lifeless and He
gave you life; then He will make you die, and then He will make
you live again, and then to Him you will be returned?
29. It is He who created for you all that the earth contains; then He
turned to the heavens and made them seven skies—and He is the
knower of all things.
30. (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels, ‘I am going to
create a deputy16 on the earth!’ They said, ‘Will You create there one

who will spread disorder on the earth and cause bloodshed, while
we proclaim Your purity, along with Your praise, and sanctify Your
name?’ He said, ‘Certainly, I know what you know not.’
31. And He taught Ādam the names, all of them; then presented
them before the angels, and said, ‘Tell Me their names, if you are
right.’17
32. They said, ‘To You belongs all purity! We have no knowledge
except what You have given us. Surely, You alone are the AllKnowing, All-Wise.’
33. He said, ‘O Ādam, tell them the names of all these.’ When he
told them their names, Allah said, ‘Did I not tell you that I know the
secrets of the skies and of the earth, and that I know what you
disclose and what you conceal.’
34. And when We said to the angels, ‘Prostrate yourselves before
Ādam!’ So, they prostrated themselves,18 all but Iblīs (Satan). He
refused, and became one of the in dels.

35. And We said, ‘O Ādam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise;
and eat at pleasure wherever you like, but do not go near this tree,
otherwise you will be (counted) among the transgressors.’
36. Then, Satan caused them to slip from it, and brought them out
of where they had been. And We said, ‘Go down, all of you, some of
you the enemies of others;19 and on the earth there will be for you a
dwelling place and enjoyment for a time.’
37. Then Ādam learned certain words (to pray with) from his Lord;
so, Allah accepted his repentance. No doubt, He is the MostRelenting, the Very-Merciful.
38. We said, ‘Go down from here, all of you. Then, should some
guidance come to you from Me, those who follow My guidance shall
have no fear, nor shall they grieve.
39. As for those who disbelieve, and deny Our signs, they are the
people of the Fire. They shall dwell in it forever.’
40. O Children of Isrāʾīl (the Israelites), remember My blessing that I
conferred upon you, and ful l the covenant with Me, and I shall
ful l your covenant, and have awe of Me alone.
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