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  I  
An Integrated World; the Case of the
Coronavirus Pandemic

It is 5.10 p.m. on Thursday, April 9, 2020. A very windy day in the mid-
Atlantic Region of the United States. Earlier in the day, I had taken a long
walk along the interminable C & O trail that abuts the tributary of the
Potomac River in Bethesda, Maryland. The serenity, assurance, stability,
quiet strength, constancy, and organic beauty of the environment belied the
unusual times that we, as humans, currently live in. The synchronized
balance and biodiversity of the ecosystem were in full display; sea turtles
nestled on fallen trunks as they enjoyed the sun; talkative birds chirped
away with joy, in the confidence that their water supply source was
abundant and free of man- injected toxicities; the sedimentary rock
formation and rich loamy soil bore eloquent testimony to the verified
archaeological truth that this earth has been about 4.5 billion years in slow
and steady formation; Nature remained particularly nonchalant over our
anxiety, ambition, ephemerality, and the mostly artificial wreckage that we
call development and beauty. The purity and simplicity of nature, but,
mostly, its quiet confidence of permanence, eloquently conveyed the
message that humans will come and go, but that Mother Nature, the bowel
of the earth, will surely remain. In the overall scheme of things, we are
nothing. Native Indians trod the same grounds thousands of years ago,
displaced, dispossessed, and destroyed by their fellow humans, but the same
grounds remain in service, mostly to the Cosmos, but, for a temporary time,



the hikers, joggers, and other human guests; the nearby Tobytown remains a
testament to man’s arrogance, wickedness, and rationalization of convenient
morality and objective evil.

You see, the world is currently facing a truly-unprecedented human tragedy
on a global scale such as we have never experienced in history, which is
still unraveling; the fluidity of the moment is such that, in the past few
hours alone, but definitely today, the number of people who tested positive
to the Coronavirus pandemic globally has grown by over 18,000; in the
same time-frame, sadly, the global death toll has increased by almost 1,000.
As at this moment, 1,582,904 persons have been diagnosed with this
dangerous virus, while 94,806 have died. In the United States, 462,582 have
tested positive, while 16,444 have died, with New York being the (current)
epicenter; these figures remain in a state of flux as Global Institutions,
Regional Bodies, National Governments, and sundry experts work
assiduously to stem the direct human losses to this invisible but hugely-
potent enemy, as well as to recover as much as possible the “normal” life
we all had as at the distant period of four weeks ago!!!

This is not the first time we have had epidemics or pandemics in the world,
but none has been as pervasive and impactful as what we are currently
facing. Human beings have, over the centuries, been faced with very serious
public health crises that culminated in the loss of tens of millions of lives,
as well as a fundamental dislocation of life as it was known during each
epoch. None of those, however, had as much impact on as many people and
on as many facets of our modern lives, as the Coronavirus pandemic we are
currently grappling with. Perhaps, a glossary of the past epidemics and
pandemics will be useful at this point, before returning to the grave matter
under review. We shall exclusively and most gratefully rely on Owen Jarus
of LiveScience.com in this regard.

1. About 5,000 years ago (circa 3,000 B.C.), an epidemic wiped out an
entire prehistoric village in the current northeastern part of China. The
archaeological site is called “Hamin Mangha.” The bodies of the dead
were stacked inside a building and burnt together; given the
contemporary mass burial sites in Miaozigou in the same Region, per



definitive archaeological findings, it is safe to assume that this
epidemic ravaged the entire Region.

2. Plague of Athens: 430 B.C. This killed an estimated 100,000 people at
a time of relatively low population figures. The Greek historian
Thucydides (460-400 B.C.) wrote that “people in good health were all
of a sudden attacked by violent heats in the head, and redness and
inflammation in the eyes, the inward parts, such as the throat or tongue,
becoming bloody and emitting an unnatural and fetid breath”
(translation by Richard Crawley from the book “The History of the
Peloponnesian War,” London Dent, 1914).

3. Antonine Plague: 165-180 A.D. This was most likely smallpox, and
was brought back by Roman soldiers from their various wars,
especially in Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Greece, Egypt, and modern
Italy; this epidemic substantially decimated the all-powerful Roman
Army, and killed an additional 5 million people in the Roman Empire.
It contributed significantly to the end of the Pax Romana (the Roman
Peace), and the eventual loss of empire. It is significant also that
Christianity was introduced during this ebb in the power of the
erstwhile Imperial Rome, a collateral consequence of the plague.

4. Plague of Cyprian: 250-271 A.D. Named after Cyprian, the Bishop of
Carthage (in modern Tunisia), this plague killed an average of 5,000
per day in Rome alone, and led Cyprian to conclude that “the end of the
world” had come. “The bowels, relaxed into a constant flux, discharge
the bodily strength [and] a fire originated in the marrow ferments into
wounds of the fauces (an area of the mouth),” Cyprian wrote in Latin in
a work called “De mortalitate” (translation by Philip Schaff from the
book “Fathers of the Third Century: Hippolytus, Cyprian, Caius,
Novatian, Appendix,” Christian Classics Ethereal Library, 1885).

5. Plague of Justinian: 541 - 542 A.D. Named after the great Byzantine
Emperor, Justinian, this bubonic plague was assessed to have killed
10% of the world population at the time, about 25 million people, and
triggered the decline of the Byzantine Empire.

6. The so-called Black Death: 1346 - 1353. This epidemic, which wiped
out half of Europe’s population (about 85 million people), emanated
from Asia, and was caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis derived
from infected rodents. The major impacts of this epidemic included the



decimation of cheap labor, the end of European serfdom, and the
acceleration of the introduction of technology in production.

7. The Cocoliztli epidemic: (1545 - 1548). This epidemic, which
presented as hemorrhagic fever, gastroenterological problems, typhoid,
and dehydration, killed roughly 15 million people in Mexico and
Central America.

8. The American Plagues of the 16th century, brought to the New
Continent by European settlers in the form of smallpox, killed about
90% of the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere, and largely
led to the end of the great Aztec and Inca civilizations.

9. Great Plague of London: 1665 - 1666. While it is difficult to fathom
why this nomenclature of greatness was ascribed to a plague, King
Charles II was among those who fled London at the peak of the
epidemic. 100,000 people were killed (up to 15% of the population of
the City), and the problems were compounded when yet another great,
the Fire of London, engulfed the City on September 2, 1666, burning
non-stop for four days.

10. Plague of Marseilles: 1720 - 1723. Yet another great, as christened !!!
This was introduced by infested rodents on ships from the eastern
Mediterranean, and killed about 100,000, which was about 30% of the
then population of the Marseilles area.

11. Russian Plague: 1770 - 1772. This killed over 100,000 people, and
severely tested Empress Catherine The Great’s ability to restore order
even afterwards.

12. Philadelphia Yellow Fever Epidemic : 1793. This mosquito-borne
epidemic ravaged the then capital of the United States during the hot
and humid summer months of 1793, ending only when the temperature
dropped during the Fall and Winter months, and the mosquitoes died
off; this infestation signposted some of the ignorant race-based
assumptions that some people would make 230 years later during the
Coronavirus Pandemic.

13. Flu Pandemic: 1889 - 1890. With the improved transportation links and
means afforded by the new industrial age, this influenza pandemic,
which started in Russia, quickly spread to Europe and other connected
parts of the world, and killed over a million people within five weeks.



It must be emphasized that air transportation had not been discovered
then.

14. American polio epidemic: 1916. This affected mostly children, and
killed tens of thousands until the discovery of the Salk vaccine in 1954.
A future US President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, was struck by polio in
1921. The polio epidemic has been substantially reversed in the world,
thanks to advances in, and scope of, vaccination, but traces remain as at
the time of writing.

15. Spanish Flu: 1918 - 1920. About 500 million were sick with this flu,
while about 100 million died from it. The spread was worsened by the
squalid conditions of the soldiers during WW1 (1914-1918), as well as
the severe nutritional deficiencies that attended that war. There is no
proof that the Flu started in Spain, but the name has stuck.

16. Asian Flu: 1957-1958. This blend of avian flu viruses started in China,
and killed 1.1 million people around the world, with about 116,000 of
those being in the United States. This pandemic spread very fast before
it was contained.

17. AIDS Pandemic: 1981 - date. This end-stage of the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), has killed about 36 million globally.
About 45 million still carry the virus around the world, but advances in
therapeutic care make it possible for them to lead normal lives while on
permanent medication. The quickest means of spreading the virus are
homosexual activity, heterosexual relationships with infected persons,
and through the careless infusion of contaminated blood.

18. H1N1 Swine Flu: 2009 - 2010. This new strain of the H1N1 flu, which
started from Mexico, affected 1.4 billion world-wide, and killed
between 160,000 and 580,000 out of that number, according to the US
Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

19. The Ebola Epidemic: 2014 - 2016. This epidemic was mostly limited to
some countries in West Africa, and affected roughly 29,000, while
12,500 died from it. The number of cases outside of that region was not
significant enough to warrant a suggestion of dispersal.

20. The Zika Virus: 2016 to date: Mostly transmitted through mosquito
bites and sexual activity, this virus is most active in the tropics. The
impact assessment is still being undertaken.



After this comprehensive accounting of the major epidemics and pandemics
that humans have experienced in the past five millennia, a few lessons can
be gleaned therefrom as follows: public health hazards have debilitating
effects on both population sizes and the political-economic dynamics of the
impacted publics; they are very disruptive; they typically reinforce the
religious fervor in those who are thus inclined; they generate considerable
anxiety and uncertainty; for a brief moment, at least, survivors engage in
epistemological probes about the meaning of life, but this inquiry fizzles
away once normalcy is restored and people get back to their mechanistic
existence; at least, until the next epidemic !!! One may also ask: given that
previous epidemics and pandemics were named after the places, countries,
and regions where they started from, why is there such reluctance and
anxiety about calling this immanent pandemic either the Chinese pandemic
or the Wuhan Pandemic? The first case was a 55-year old from Hubei
province, China, on Nov. 17, 2019 (Wuhan is in Hubei Province) Source:
livescience. 1 to 5 cases were reported daily by Dec. 15 (total infections =
27); there were 60 cases by Dec. 20. On Dec. 27, Dr. Zhang Jixian, Head of
the Respiratory Department at Hubei Provincial Hospital reported 180 cases
to Chinese Health Officials. It is useful to reflect that the Ebola Virus was
named after Ebola, a river in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
while the Lassa Fever was named after Lassa town in Borno State of
Nigeria, the two places where these public health challenges were first
identified. While the locational source of the coronavirus has been
identified as Wuhan in China, its scientific provenance remains unclear; it
was originally believed to have originated in a bat that possibly transferred
it to the pangolin, then to humans; it is now spreading among people
without any animal intermediary role.

Another lesson to draw is that, contrary to the eschatological declamation of
religious leaders-- a group thoroughly ill-prepared to add any value in the
face of serious challenges such as this - but who position to take full credit
for scientific breakthroughs, as the self-proclaimed agents of a Deity that
allowed the pandemic in the first place and still could not save her/his/its
worshippers, the world does not end with any pandemic.

While humans are given to hyperbole in describing unusual situations of
consequence, no exaggeration will be sufficient to underscore the



uniqueness, novelty, and impact of the Coronavirus Pandemic that has
paralyzed the world for the past four weeks, led to the quarantine of over 5
billion people around the world (out of the total population of 7 billion);
eroded both domestic and international travel by over 90%; led to the
closure of virtually all the schools and universities in the entire world;
paralyzed commerce around the world; affected both rich and poor,
powerful and weak; stretched the resilience and capacity of great nations
and struggling ones; for the first time ever in human history, led to most of
the world hunkering down at home, with no certainty on when this would
end; unprecedented economic and financial ruin on individual, national, and
global levels; indeterminate closure of Stock Exchanges; exposed the
consequential vulnerabilities of the present structure of the Global Supply
Chain wherein China manufactures for the entire world; introduced portents
for a redefinition of the Global Order as well as the accepted norms of the
workplace; threatened the essence of our sociability as humans; cancellation
of pre-scheduled weddings, funerals, graduation ceremonies, investitures,
etc., etc. across the world; the sudden end to the season for all Sports
Leagues around the world; the cancelation of the 2020 Japan Olympics and
reschedule to 2021; the cancelation of the various iconic and cultural events
like the Wimbledon, French Open, US Golf Masters’ Tournament, etc., etc.

The difficulty with writing at this time is that it is impossible to scope or
dimension the full impact of the pandemic, because it is still in progress; it
is also impossible to determine when it will end, as different parts of the
world have varying capacities for containment, different countries and
regions commenced the bold and difficult redemptive steps at different
times, the world’s integratedness has never been as strong as it is, and the
development of a vaccine will take a few months at best. Up until now, the
interconnectedness of the peoples and nations of the world had never been
this strong ever. With this comes the risk of accelerated introduction of this
dangerous virus, hence the quick decision by all the countries of the world
to immediately shut their borders, and stop human traffic by air, sea, or land
into their territories. In some cases, states within the same sovereign space
have closed their boundaries with neighboring states, in the hope that the
plateauing of the curve would occur before more deaths are recorded. It is
also hoped that herd immunity would be achieved in no time, even as
Scientists and Researchers intensify their efforts towards finding a



permanent solution, to the benefit of all mankind. The globalization of the
world was not supposed to be a harbinger of death, but here we are.

In the past few decades, and, especially in the past twenty years, the
phenomenal advances in Information and Communications Technology
(ICT) have truly shrunk the world beyond what could be contemplated by
the greatest visionaries just forty years ago. These astounding leaps have
revolutionized travel, commerce, banking, personal communications, office
management, inventory management, logistics, medicine, supply chain,
lifestyle, culture export, physical security, defense systems, education,
telephony, the instancy of information, as well as the overall knowledge
base of the human race. Silos of information have been emptied, and
barriers to the mining and exchange of information substantially removed.
These have come at a cost; governments have had to ramp up capacity and
regulatory competence to be able to cope with the redefined landscape;
reputation can be made and destroyed in an instant; the talented but
criminally-minded also exploit the spectrum of possibilities that ICT offers,
to cheat and defame others. With the cross-national impact of the
Information Superhighway, governance has also been substantially
redefined. For the first time in human history, we also have millions of
people studying in distant lands, or, otherwise, living and working in places
and countries different in character and temperature from their natural
beginnings. Identity dynamics have been significantly affected by our new
norms, even as the pull of the hearth remains strong for most.

In this new knowledge economy that emphasizes efficiency and innovation,
relevant skill sets for success have been altered significantly, with the result
that huge income disparities and economic dislocations have become
rampant, with their consequences for peace, order, and domestic tranquility.
The easy transfer of skills across borders has disadvantaged domestic
workers who have remained stagnant in the face of the growing
international competition for skills and resources. This finds occasional
expression in the growing spate of nativitist inclinations, and the enduring
hatred for “the other.” Ultra-nationalism, as history instructs, is partly a
sincere desire to preserve one’s culture and heritage, but mostly an
evocation of deep-seated inferiorities and singular incompetence in the face



of competition; the recourse to group aggregation, anger, and violence, feels
very empowering in an increasingly worthless and mediocre life.

Globalization has brought with it, considerable benefits for mankind, and
significant trepidation for the unprepared. Would a debilitating pandemic,
such as this is, reverse the trend towards global unity, or would it summon
our individual and collective strengths towards solving what is truly a
global threat, made even more potent by globalization? Insularity or making
your country great again will not protect you from an enemy that is trans-
national and invisible. This enemy carries no passport and does not submit
itself at the Immigration Desk on arrival. Is it possible to reverse the gains
of the past few years, then re-enact old and archaic protocols just to secure
our borders, or should we embrace the challenge of this moment and
provide requisite global leadership, seeing that mankind is on an
irreversible movement towards functional solidarity across technological,
educational, scientific, touristic, financial, commercial, and related lines?

The International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses, on February 11,
2020, officially named the current pandemic SARS-COV-2, since it is
essentially a more deadly strain of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS), which had previously been mapped. The World Health
Organization (WHO) promptly named it a global health emergency on
March 11 2020, and gave it the Organization’s highest risk classification.
This is the first pandemic known to be caused by a new coronavirus;
previous pandemics were caused by new influenza viruses, according to an
assessment undertaken by RAND Corporation. The result is that most of the
institutional knowledge, research, and guidance have focused mostly on
influenza-based pandemics, hence the realistic medium-term horizon for the
development of sustainable solutions like vaccines; palliatives like
convalescent plasma introduction and non-pharmaceutical interventions
would work, but cannot have the scope of application that would guarantee
the non-resurgence of this deadly enemy. Like all pandemics, the Chinese
virus has the following phases: investigation, recognition, initiation, and
acceleration. To beat it finally, the virus has to be grown in cell culture, for
further scientific investigation, including complementary genetic mapping.
Separately, a serology test must also be undertaken; all of this will take
some time, even with the abundance of talent and resources.



To date, over 175 countries have been impacted by this virus on all the
Continents, the widest spread ever for any public health crisis. The
coronavirus is infinitely more infectious than the influenza. McKinsey
identifies some of the outcome-differentiators to be: scale-testing,
sophisticated real-time surveillance, disciplined and rigorous contact-
tracing, as well as focused quarantine. With over two-thirds of the world
population currently on lock-down of one form or another, the multi-linear
impact and geographical spread of this pandemic assume a hitherto
unimaginable profile, with dire consequences for the world, as we knew it
just a few weeks ago. It is difficult to over-emphasize our collective
vulnerability to this pandemic. It has afflicted and killed across all
demographics and will continue to do so until it is contained. It attacks the
bigoted, hateful, entitled, and ignorant fellow who worships those totems of
deep hatred, the Confederate and Nazi Flags, as much as it kills their
victims; the significant segment of the human race called white people
(though no one is really white in color), as well as those that are
pejoratively regarded as the “people of color”, as if white, if accepted, is not
a color !!!

The same kind of linguistic and sociological arrogance that seeks to make
the descendants of European settlers in America, the default reference point
in determining the American identity; every other American is given a
hyphenated identity for this reason, so we have African-Americans, Asian-
Americans, Indian-Americans, but not German-Americans, British-
Americans, etc. The Irish, who were systematically discriminated against
until JFK became president, have gradually morphed out of hyphenation,
while the Levantine, Middle Eastern people, the illustrious Jews,
assiduously seek their full assimilation and regard as a European people, no
longer of Mediterranean ancestry, hence you hear the persistent reminder of
the Judeo-Christian foundations of these united states, the inherent
dislocations and inconsistencies notwithstanding. Never mind that an
enthusiastic pursuit of belonging and acceptance (even in the face of
history) has the logical corollary effect of the nullification of the parallel
yearning for separateness. The sublimation of one’s identity has
consequences. But then, what is identity? Pray, if Jews have become
Europeans, why are their half-brothers and cousins, the Palestinians, not



Europeans as well? Extensive diaspora psychology and experience surely
have serious implications… I digress...

The Covid-19 (baptismal name for the Chinese pandemic or Coronavirus or
Wuhan virus) has struck and immobilized monarchs and plebeians; Prime
Ministers and their cleaners; global cultural icons and their devotees; Bank
CEOs and their lift operators; managers of the soul business and their
manipulated tithers and mugus, etc. All need oxygen, to live. An acute
respiratory problem, just like Mother Nature, is no respecter of status, bank
balance, your placement or position along the spectrum of melanin density,
height, weight, and all the ephemeral markers of differentiation. For,
especially, those knaves, those rapscallions who pretend to be the leaders of
perennially-undeveloped countries, this pandemic has been doubly
troubling. Having privatized their countries’ resources, and exported same
to foreign banks and real estate; having refused to provide the very basics in
healthcare infrastructure in their own countries, since they could previously
seek medical attention in foreign countries for themselves, families, and co-
looters, the speed with which countries around the world closed their
airspaces and shut their borders, must have been deeply disturbing. Even if
they could transport themselves to their usual foreign hospitals and clinics,
those facilities are now grossly overwhelmed and, understandably,
prioritizing their own citizens.

These unconscionable potentates, these insubstantial and tottering
pretenders are finally forced to face the same possible health outcome as
their citizens, their assumed employers. Some of these brassy and unchaste
merchants have shamelessly resorted to begging foreign businessmen and
AID Groups for ventilators, masks, gloves, and ICU beds which they could
not provide even in the dedicated Clinics they built for themselves within
the “foreign” zones they call their Presidential Palaces.

The billions of dollars voted for medical supplies and equipment are
routinely diverted, due to the assumption of easy access to foreign hospitals.
It worked, until now. Perhaps, they could explore seeking treatment in
North Korea if struck with Coronavirus. If they cannot take care of
themselves, who else can they take care of? This is the malady, the fate, of
most of the world, as we shall explore further in due course.
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Policemen stand in a
street in Seattle,
Washington, wearing
protective masks
made by the Seattle
Chapter of the Red
Cross, during the
influenza epidemic in
1918.
Source: National
Archives at College
Park Maryland

 

Emergency hospital
during influenza
epidemic, Camp
Funston, Kansas,
circa 1918.
Source: National
Museum of Health
and Medicine



 

Members of the American Red Cross
carrying a body during the 1918-20
“Spanish flu” pandemic which
resulted in dramatic mortality rates
worldwide.
Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandem

 

Nurses leaving
Blackfriars Depot,
Chippendale NSW,
Australia, during the
flu epidemic, in April
of 1919.
Source: New South
Wales State Archives
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OA telephone
operator with
protective gauze in
1918
Source: Bettmann
Archive / Getty

 

Typist wearing mask,
New York City,
October 16, 1918.
Source: National
Archives at College
Park Maryland
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And people stayed at home
And read books

And listened
And they rested

And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of

being
And stopped and listened

More deeply
Someone meditated, someone

prayed
Someone met their shadow
And people began to think

differently
And people healed

And in the absence of people
who

Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and

heartless.
The earth also began to heal
And when the danger ended

and
People found themselves
They grieved for the dead

And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions

And created new ways of
living

And completely healed the
earth

Just as they were healed.

This poem, written by Kitty
O’Meara in the midst of the
COVID 19 pandemic,
applies both retroactively to
the pandemic of 1918 and to
our current public health
crisis.



These amplifiers are rendered here, to underscore the fact this is not the first
time that humans have faced serious public health challenges. It needs to be
repeated, though, that the world of 1918 was totally differently from the
world we have in 2020. Our inter-relatedness could be assumed as the
norm, but it was not always this way. For one thing, in 1918, global trade
and travel were, at best, at less than 2% of the current levels. For context,
the 19th Amendment of the US Constitution, which granted white women
the right to vote, was passed by the Congress in June 1919, and ratified in
August 1920, after decades of struggle and advocacy. The effective rights of
the descendants of the black founding members of the Republic (male and
female) to vote would not be guaranteed until the Voting Rights Act of
1965, despite the pro forma legislation to that effect almost a century
earlier. It was not until the late 1950s that commercial air travel began in
earnest, accelerating geometrically only in the last three decades.

The global realities in the first two decades of the 21st century have,
therefore, considerably worsened the disruption, losses, and geographical
spread caused by this pandemic. While the number of the dead from this
pandemic is very unlikely to match levels that the world has seen in ages
past, it is the totality of its disruptive impact, uncertainty quotient, and
fatality rates, which stand this tragedy out as particularly unprecedented and
dangerous. In a Brookings Institution Report written by Katharina Fenz and
Homi Kharas, titled “A Mortality Perspective on COVID:19: Time,
Location, and Age”, it is estimated that 18 million will die globally from
heart diseases in 2020; 10 million from cancer; 6.5 million from respiratory
diseases; 1.6 million from diarrhea; 1.5 million in road accidents; 1 million
from HIV/AIDS; and 800,000 from suicides. In cold terms focusing strictly
on death figures, the COVID-19 is really not the worst that can happen, but
the story is far more complex than counting the number of dead bodies from
the pandemic.

In the United States alone, for example, over 17 million discrete and
individual applications have been filed in just three weeks for
unemployment benefits; in the first week (just two weeks ago, 3.2 million
applications were received). Analysts concur that a massive recession, if not
a global depression, will ensue by later this year. GDP estimates for the first
quarter of the year, and for the year in general, are expected to crash by



upwards of 25% and 10% respectively. In a $21.4 trillion economy, such as
the US is, this is a considerable erosion, which will have a long-term effect
on employment levels, recovery, public expenditure, global strategic
expenditure required of a Super Power, a major power seriously threatened
by an invisible enemy, without a single bullet shot.

It will be unrealistic to be bullish in our aggregate demand estimates, going
forward. The resiliency of a major country like the US cannot be assumed
or replicated in most other countries, with the possible exception of China.
Trade, global supply chains, tourism, transportation, manufacturing,
construction, hospitality, food, services, animal husbandry, packaging,
sports, culture, and, indeed, every sector has been negatively impacted both
domestically and internationally.

The funeral homes in the cities with the concentrated fatality numbers are
witnessing increased patronage levels. This spike in volume will taper off
once the pandemic is over. Given the mandated physical distancing, as well
as the closure of businesses, online retailers and aggregators like Amazon
are the only reliable means of conducting our purchases, thus placing
Amazon in the unique position to add 100,000 temporary workers to its
workforce.

With factories completely shut down, offices, shops, and malls closed, and
the vast majority of the human race forced to remain at home for weeks and
months, most of them without any savings, salary or income from their
businesses, demand has slumped across the board. It is reasonable to expect
that there will be serial default on car notes, rents, insurance premiums,
loans, mortgages, trade credits, etc. The credit system that functions on the
basis of certainty and predictability has been upended completely. This is a
season of furloughs, layoffs, and considerable social and economic
dislocations. Access to new credit will be much tighter even after the
pandemic. The capacity of governments to provide safety nets for the most
vulnerable over the medium to long-term will be sorely tested, with the
result that the poverty rate and security profile of most countries will
deteriorate further, especially the most fragile States already grappling with
the provision of basic public goods to their citizens before this pandemic.



The International Air Transportation Association (IATA) projects that the
major airlines will lose over $110 billion in revenues if the pandemic is not
contained within a quarter; the figures for regional and local airlines are not
reflected here. The global demand for crude oil, for example, has crashed
completely, since factories are all shut down around the world. The Brent
grade is hovering at below $30 per barrel, a sharp drop of over 20%, the
lowest since 1991. OPEC members have just agreed to reduce production
by 9.7 million barrels per day, to create an artificial scarcity and then,
hopefully, avoid a further slide in prices. The problem is that some member-
nations will, as always, try to sabotage this cartel arrangement, but the High
Seas are full of oil-laden ships, no factories are open around the world, the
planes are on the tarmac, and all the cars are in garages. The continuing
pressure on both supply and price from threats like shale and
environmentally-friendly renewable energy, complicates the matter even
further. In countries like Nigeria, Libya, Iran, Venezuela, Angola, and
Indonesia, for example, where crude oil sales account for the bulk of their
public revenue and foreign exchange, the outlook is very grim indeed.
These same countries already had considerable (self-imposed) challenges
with leadership, corruption, unsustainable debt over-hang, internal security
failures and terrorism, population explosion, and extreme income polarities.
The auguries for these countries are deeply worrisome, with near-term
potentials for intensified tension, terrorism, revolution, outflow of refugees
into their Regions, and complete breakdown of law and order. A state of
anomie calleth….

Domestic and international financial flows will be imperiled into the
foreseeable future, as individuals, companies, countries, and the world at
large, re-strategize for survival and success in the new normal of the post-
Coronavirus era, a major epoch that is unraveling before our eyes. We await
the outcome of the World Bank’s admonition that “governments should
avoid protectionist policies, which would exacerbate the disruptions to
global value chains, and amplify already elevated levels of uncertainty.”
The World Bank has announced an initial stimulus package of $160 billion
over 15 months, with $14 billion immediately available. The bureaucratic
maze for accessing these funds needs to be considered. While this is,
ordinarily, a significant amount, it is a tiny drop in the ocean of what is
required to maintain the global economic levels as at just a month ago,



before this cataclysmic implosion. It is also far less, for example, than the
half a trillion dollars ($500 billion) that the EU is planning to spend, to
stimulate economic activities and support the displaced and poorest citizens
in their Union.

In a Time magazine article, Ian Brenner correctly acknowledged that the
evolving dynamics represent a significant blow to globalization, as we
know it. It will be a stretch, in the mold of “The End of History” (apologies,
Dr. Francis Fukuyama), to conclude from this premise and acknowledge
that this is the end of globalization. What is clear is that being optimistic
about accelerated demand recovery will be dangerous, foolhardy, and
unrealistic. The US, with its National Debt profile at 100% of the GDP
level, will be stretched even further by the expenditure of $2.2 trillion on a
stimulus package, but concerted efforts, prudent fiscal management, and a
systematic reversal of the dependence on China, a strategic competitor, for
essential products (including ventilators, hospital beds, masks, and gloves!),
should release the abundant creativity and entrepreneurship of the American
people, thereby shrinking the recovery horizon and boosting both domestic
employment and the GDP.

To get all of this done, however, we need to avoid what Thomas Pynchon
characterized, in his “Gravity’s Rainbow”, as “a chaos of peeves, whims,
hallucinations, and all-round assholery.” MAGA adherents and Eminences
have to decide whether or not a respectful and honest strategic engagement
with America’s allies is not better than the transactional heaves and humps
that emanate from the temple of power. In an enduring partnership, such as
will be needed in the post-Coronavirus era, the Truth can only be enabled
and sustained by the truth. Kurt M. Campbell and Rush Doshi wrote in
Foreign Affairs (The Coronavirus Could Reshape the Global Order), that
America must take particular care to avoid this being her “Suez moment’,
the beginning of its decline as a major Power. They wrote that “the status of
the U.S. as a global leader over the past seven decades has been built, not
just on wealth and power, but also on the legitimacy that flows from the
United States’ domestic governance, provision of global public goods, and
ability and willingness to muster and coordinate a global response to
crises.”



Enough said; assholery, buffoonery, endemic narcissism, vacuous ubiquity,
transactionalism, tantrumism, immediatism, personal insecuritism,
pettiness, borderline (or absolute) criminality, charlatanism, disdain for
excellence and expertise, self-deceit disguised as alternative facts, attack on
Institutions, personal lucre and survival at all costs, duplicity, demagoguery,
chronic pettiness, absolutism, wannabe bullyism, and irredeemable
nepotism, cannot be the ingredients of Statecraft required in the new
challenging times such as we have.

As at the time of this accounting, over $7 trillion has been earmarked by
countries and institutions around the globe, as intervention funds, to avoid
the possible slip into a catastrophic depression on account of this pandemic;
before this time, a lot of those countries were struggling economically. This
aggregate amount is likely to increase as the full scope of the potential
damage, and the quantum of requirements, are dimensioned over the
medium-term. These funds will be channeled towards unemployment
benefits, government expenditure, social security, loan guarantees, tax
breaks, direct payments to citizens, new loans, new money by the Central
Banks, and ancillary applications.

The US Stimulus Package approved by the Congress in March, 2020 was
for $2.2 trillion; this totally dwarfed the 2008 expenditure to restart the US
economy after that year’s recession. The last time the global economy was
depressed during peacetime was in 1938. In a CNN Business article by Julia
Horowitz, Laura He, et al. on March 23, 2020, the other interventions were
captured as follows: $112 billion approved by Congress towards vaccine
research; the Federal Reserve Bank (the Fed) is committing $700 billion
towards buying US Treasuries and Mortgage-backed Securities; an
additional sum of $300 billion is further being committed by the Fed in
additional financing to keep credit flowing to consumers and businesses.

The United Kingdom (UK) has announced an initial Stabilization Package
of 330 Billion pounds ($397 billion), to be spent on loan guarantees,
suspension of local business taxes for the retail, leisure, and hospitality
sectors for 12 months, cover 80% of workers’ salaries for at least three
months at up to 2,900 pounds per person per month. For the self-employed
in the UK, they will receive a cash grant of 80% of their average monthly



profit up to 2,500 British pounds ($3,000) a month, over the first quarter
since the pandemic. In addition, the Bank of England, the British Central
Bank, will increase its stock of UK Government and Corporate Bonds by
200 billion pounds ($242 billion). Germany’s immediate response, to
protect its economy and its citizens from the impact of the Coronavirus
pandemic involved a Rescue Package of 750 billion Euros ($ 825 billion) in
lending and direct investments. For France, 45 billion Euros ($50 billion)
was announced as immediate relief for small businesses and unemployed
workers, as well as 300 billion Euros ($330 billion) guarantees in corporate
borrowing. In Italy, which has been the European country hit the most by
the pandemic, 25 billion Euros ($27.5 billion) was immediately committed
towards helping workers and the over-stretched health system.

A direct intervention to mitigate the economic shocks will follow at a later
date. Spain, another country with high infection and fatality rates,
announced an immediate commitment of 200 billion Euros ($220 billion),
to avoid the collapse of their economy. The umbrella European Central
Bank would spend 750 billion Euros ($824 billion), buying government
debts and private securities up until late-2020, apart from the 120 billion
Euros ($133 billion) it had previously committed towards the same
objectives. China, with 17% of the world’s GDP, and the origin of the
pandemic, announced the yuan equivalent of $1.64 trillion in financial relief
and stimulus spending; another $1.62 trillion buffer for companies affected
directly by the Covid-19 virus; as well as 800 billion yuan ($112.5 billion)
in tax and fee reductions and other relief measures. It also declared its
readiness to spend a lot more if necessary. Japan is finalizing its package,
which is expected to exceed $270 billion in diversified interventions. India
will start with $22.6 billion to be deployed towards food assistance
subsidies and workers’ benefits.

A vital question is: why did Italy become the epicenter of the Wuhan Virus
in Europe? Tracy Beanz, the Founder and Editor-in-Chief of UncoverDC,
wrote a well-researched and illuminating article on March 20, 2020,
wherein she traced the dynamics that made this virus spike possible in Italy.
Chinese nationals started settling in the Tuscany area of Italy, precisely
Prato, in large numbers, in the 1980s; before long, this number grew
significantly, with 300,000 Chinese nationals living officially in the Region,



and many more living there illegally (some estimates have the number of
illegals at close to 1 million people). The community operates with studied
insularity, and has, over time, displaced local artisans with a lineage of
centuries of proud craftsmanship behind them; this has generated
considerable resentment in the community. Furthermore, to circumvent the
psychological association of most mass- products made in China with
inferior quality, these Chinese settlers in Italy now export the same goods
around the world but under the label “Made in Italy”, thereby taking
advantage of Italy’s earned reputation for quality and style. All of this, even
as the local Italians do not benefit…and the perception of declining quality
of Italian-made goods hurts the authentic Italian craftsmen and women.

Over the past few years, the Chinese Government has successfully co-opted
some Italian politicians into their so-called One Belt One Road Project (a
modern-day re-enactment of their Silk Road); China has, to date, spent over
a trillion US dollars on this in various countries, and is still spending,
according to the Council of Foreign Relations. China revitalized some
northern Italian ports, mostly to serve Chinese commercial goals and
objectives; a new logistics and export hub for exporting Chinese goods
from the heart of Europe. Italy was also the first country in the G-7 Group
of powerful nations to enlist in this Chinese Program. An Italian Court
ordered the Bank of China operating in Italy, to pay a fine totaling 980,000
Euros, for illegally transferring roughly 4.5 billion Euros from Italy to
China between 2006 and 2010, mostly in the form of “counterfeiting,
embezzlement, exploitation of illegal labor, and tax evasion.” In 2017,
another fine of 600,000 Euros was levied on the same Bank of China
(Milan Branch) for similar breaches.

All of these factors have inspired significant pushback by some politicians
and locals; a prominent local politician, Giovanni Donzelli, was reported as
saying that “The Chinese have their own restaurants and their own banks --
even their own police force. You damage the economy twice. Once, because
you compete unfairly with the other businesses in the area; second, the
money does not go back into the Tuscan economic fabric.” It was against
this backdrop that tens of thousands of Chinese traveled back home to
China in November, 2019, for their New Year (of the Rat), feasted
sumptuously on cherished local delicacies, contracted the Coronavirus, and



came back to Italy with several cases of the virus, which became manifest
and uncontrollable from February and March, 2020. Trade, Immigration,
Politics, Economics, Tourism, etc., all clearly have serious implications for
public health, as well as law and order, in the modern world. How does Italy
begin to solve this problem?

It is quite clear that these significant amounts of money earmarked to
stimulate the global economy could have been spent on infrastructure,
education, healthcare systems, Science, or, simply saved by these countries.
The size of the interventions is a further testimony to the magnitude of the
problem; there is no doubt that, over the next few months and years, much
more will be spent than is presently allocated. The world is truly in a crisis
of monumental proportions. Given the inter-related nature of the global
system, what happens in poorer countries, their capacity to tackle the
pandemic, and their ability to recover economically, will have direct
consequences for the rest of the world. If, due to several factors, for
example, the spike in COVID-19 cases across Africa, Latin America, the
failed States in the Middle East, and the Indian subcontinent happens when
the richer countries have experienced plateauing, drastic reductions, and
herd immunity, it is very likely that there will be a second, or even a third,
wave of the virus across the world. This is a common problem for the whole
world.

Various Intelligence Agencies, as well as consequential Think Tanks and
Institutions like the Council on Foreign Relations, Brookings Institution,
Jane’s, Stratfor, Center for Strategic and International Studies, the World
Health Organization (WHO), Johns Hopkins University, McKinsey, etc., are
unified in their assessment that particular attention must be paid to how
poorer countries handle the pandemic, as the entire world will be exposed to
further vulnerabilities should they be allowed to fail in this regard. Africa
has the highest contiguous concentration of failed or failing States in the
world. Even before the pandemic, most of the 54 countries on the Continent
were struggling, for several reasons, to provide acceptable levels of public
goods for their citizens. The health care delivery system on the Continent is
largely absent, the population explosion is at a negative variance with both
opportunities and government support, access to basic services like potable
water is abysmal, high public debts grossly depress the capacity to invest in



developmental areas. Most of these debts are mis-directed, wasted, or stolen
outright by government officials, public servants and their cronies.

As at February, 2020, African countries were owing China a cumulative
amount of $145 billion, with an interest overhang of $8 billion annually.
This profile is apart from other exposures to multilateral institutions like the
World Bank and the IMF, as well as considerable and mounting local
contractor obligations and domestic debts. There is very little to show for
all these amounts. Public Revenues from natural resources, taxes, and other
fiscal sources, are mostly diverted to personal accounts, with the result that
the Continent suffers from the widest income disparity profiles in the world.
You are either very rich or chronically poor.

With the mono-product economies that litter the Continent, the very
consequential and drastic demand plunge for their natural products, with the
attendant crash in prices on the international market, have worsened their
economic outlook. Even at the best of times before now, most African
countries (except, possibly, South Africa) did not invest in modern
healthcare delivery systems; their leaders routinely traveled to the West,
India, Singapore, China, and Dubai for their personal medical needs, or to
die. Despite the typical African leadership norm of having dedicated clinics
for their presidents (inside the massive and opulent presidential complexes
inaccessible to the public), these clinics were still not properly equipped,
staffed, or prepared for any health requirement beyond suturing primary
wounds or dispensing pain killers. Hundreds of millions and billions of
dollars voted for such clinics were and are still routinely diverted, even as
the State ends up picking up the bills of these delinquent presidents and
their families, supported by a coterie of staff and sycophants, as they
embark on their extended medical tourism trips overseas. South Sudan, for
example, has more Vice-Presidents than ventilators. The Nigerian President,
Muhammed Buhari, for example, has spent up to 18 months out of the five
years he has been in power, seeking medical attention and treatment in
London, even as his country’s medical system remains grossly sub-optimal.

A former president of the same country, Umaru Yar’adua, died in a Saudi
hospital, after years of lies regarding his health and rule by proxy (by his
lieutenants). Robert Mugabe, the freedom fighter turned tyrant in



Zimbabwe, was a frequent visitor to Singaporean hospitals, where he finally
died two years ago. As at February, 2020, only two laboratories could
effectively confirm Coronavirus cases in the whole of Africa, according to
the WHO. Since the global attention was called to this scourge, we now
have only eight eligible laboratories on the Continent, with three in Nigeria,
while a few more are being built. This is a Continent of 1.3 billion people,
and growing, due mostly to the fatalistic and libidinal interpretation of the
Koran among most of the Muslims on the Continent, with zero emphasis on
responsibility, proper parenting, quality of life, and outcomes !!! The
Economist magazine of March 26, 2020 correctly concluded that “Africa is
woefully equipped to cope with COVID-19.” It further wrote that “when
life is a struggle, it is hard to worry about a threat you don’t see….” The
challenge of daily living is daunting enough. The Science magazine sees the
risk posed by this virus to Africa as a “ticking time-bomb.”

Many of the countries are grappling with very weak health systems,
economic challenges, chronic political issues, serious security issues, as
well as growing social dislocations. With the adverse sanitation issues,
culture of physical contacts, population density in many of the cities and
towns, living in denial which is buoyed by the preachings of manipulative
pastors and Imams who engage in what Dr. Chidi Amuta calls “ the
organized crime of evangelical extortion” (“God Forbid”, “It is not my
portion”, “Insha Allah”, “No weapon fashioned against me shall prosper”,
etc., etc.), chronic poverty of the majority which entails struggling for daily
income, the congestion on the minibuses that are commonly in use for
public transportation, etc., etc., it becomes quite evident that some, if not
all, of the containment measures made popular by the White House and the
relatable Governor of New York, Andrew Cuomo, will not work in Africa,
India, Bangladesh, Peru, El Salvador, or Ecuador, for example. You need to
have pipe borne water and internal plumbing, to be able to wash your hands
every twenty minutes, for example. There is no single city on the entire
Continent of Africa that can boast of full provision of potable water supply
from one end to the other. The rich typically recourse to providing their
own water infrastructure, as they do with electricity, security, etc.

Physical distancing is an abstract, impractical, and unattainable theoretical
concept for a poor family of six (or eight or ten) that is crammed into one



tiny bedroom and living room, while they share bathroom, toilet, and
kitchen facilities with other poor families, or embrace nature at will, in
manifest expression of their ultimate freedom! These family members
typically leave their ramshackle abode about 4 a.m., to pursue varying
menial undertakings, and get home about 10 p.m. after their daily ritual of
drudgery, and being sandwiched in overcrowded buses in endless traffic, all
in very high temperature and deafening environmental noise. Now, they are
forced to be at home all at one. Without deep broadband penetration, with
epileptic power supply, with the very high temperatures brought on by
climate change, the incentive to remain indoors and maintain physical
distancing (which the world wrongly calls Social Distancing!!!), remains
very remote. These factors also make it impossible for the school children,
on an extended Coronavirus vacation, to take online classes, like their
classmates in Western Europe or the US. Make no mistake, it is not
everybody in Africa who faces these realities; after all, you have the fat
cows in government, the genuinely-rich, corporate executives, successful
business people with no ties to the governments, professionals, bankers,
owners of all those private jets, parents of the millions of kids in schools all
over the world because their very parents have directly or indirectly
destroyed educational standards in their countries, etc., etc. The very rich
and upper middle-class families live in outlandish splendor that only very
few people outside the Continent can ever experience or relate to. The
problem is that these families are relatively few in number, based on
statistics.

According to Science magazine, Africa has the lowest average age in the
world, with the median at below 20 years old and only 3% above 65 years
old (compared with China that has achieved 12% in this segment in the past
fifteen years due to their new wealth, better medicine, and improved quality
of life). This healthy demographic split in Africa cannot be presently
optimized to the Continent’s benefit due to the corrosive public policies that
have eroded potentials and opportunities across the board. Kenya, with 51
million people, has only 130 intensive care unit beds, according to the
Science magazine, and 200 specialized ICU nurses. The profile is
representative across the Continent, except, again, for South Africa (which
is declining at a fast rate, one may add). The Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of South Africa reports that people living with HIV are 8 times



more likely to be hospitalized for pneumonia caused by the influenza virus
than the general public, and also 3 times more likely to die from it.

Writing in the “Project Syndicate”, Kevin Watkins (Africa’s Race Against
COVID:19) assessed that the Continent has a deficit of 3 million health care
workers; the irony is that diaspora members from countries like Nigeria and
Ghana contribute positively and significantly to the Healthcare Systems in
Europe and the Americas (notably the UK and the US). There are, at least,
10,700 highly qualified Nigerian-born medical doctors working and living
in the US alone, apart from a higher number of nurses and other healthcare
professionals. A central thesis of this work is a philosophical investigation
into what yields this outcome, and why more and more professionals, who
should work towards improving Africa, are eager to flee as well. The
average public health spend in Africa is $16 per person when a minimum of
$86 is needed for an acceptable standard in countries within their indicative
category.

With 7 hospital beds and one doctor for an average of 10,000 persons (it
varies from country to country, but we are dealing with gross Continental
averages here), and a massive under-investment profile, it is no wonder that
the life expectancy rates are among the lowest in the world. By contrast,
Italy, with over 34 beds and 40 doctors for 10,000 people, is massively
overwhelmed by the Coronavirus attack, especially in the Lombardy
Region. The United States, with even much better ratios, is struggling in
places like New York, Detroit, Chicago, and New Orleans. Mr. Watkins
writes that about 400,000 African children die each year from pneumonia, a
condition that is largely manageable with antibiotics and medical-grade
oxygen. The truth is that most of the available antibiotics are fake products
imported from India, Indonesia, and China, while medical oxygen is very
scarce. With the poverty spiral, zero safety nets, legacy economic
challenges, burgeoning population numbers, public education standards on
the decline, and the embarrassing state of the public health delivery system,
there is a legitimate basis to remain concerned about what the industrial
outbreak of this virus will mean for Africa, and, indeed, the world, given
the interwoven links connecting us all.



Most countries in Africa (as, indeed, even the United States) did not take
the threat posed by this virus seriously at the earliest stages. Governments
wished it away, or assumed it was strictly China’s problem, then it became
Italy’s problem, Spain’s problem, and everybody’s problem literally
overnight !!! The decades of lack of preparation became glaring in their
apoplectic and reactive responses. Without having much thought for their
local dynamics, wherein the majority of their citizens depend on daily
wages for survival, water does not run in majority of the homes, there is no
electricity to power fans and air conditioners in crowded homes or to
preserve perishables, there is no space at home for most people to maintain
the physical distancing considered appropriate in Europe and US, etc., etc.,
poorer societies simply shut down their countries, deploying the Military
and Police to enforce their diktat with ferocity. These brutes have since
killed a few innocents who stepped out to fetch water, buy food, or take
their pregnant wives to the hospital.

Despite shutting down countries and states for weeks -- to minimize human
contacts and the spread of the virus, they took permission from the Spirit of
Coronavirus and announced that Muslim Jumat services would hold on
Fridays, while some states announced that Easter church services would
hold. You see, the pandemic will pause once they are praying, and only
pounce when they leave the mosques and churches. This reification of
issues, this unthinking abdication of personal responsibility, this surrender
to largely fantabulous myths, accounts for the malady that has befallen
these countries. Some countries also announced that the crowded markets
would open for four hours daily, to enable people buy foodstuff. During
those hours, coronavirus will go on a short break. Well, poverty and
frustration have mixed, and there are serious retail security problems across
cities in Africa and India over the lockdown without provisions. Shops and
homes are being invaded by both hungry people and professional criminals.

Initially, too, as the virus ravaged China and Europe, the street in Africa
concluded that black people were immune from the virus. Some people
propagated the unproven story that the high temperatures would not allow
the virus to fester or attack people in Africa.



A lot of people actually believed this nonsense, and went about their
business, incubating and spreading the virus on a progressive basis, albeit
asymptomatically. With African-Americans representing the
disproportionate percentage of victims of the pandemic in the US, these
pseudo-virologists will soon propagate another theory. The abysmal ratio of
testing in Africa is responsible for the low numbers of the patients and dead
that we are seeing presently. The stigma factor attached to it is also a potent
consideration. Perhaps, a major spike will call attention to the widespread
prevalence of the virus on the Continent; this will mean a second or third
wave for the rest of the world, as business people, international students,
and tourists will commence their travels while being asymptomatic.

Religion has also played a negative role in the way people in the poorer
countries have responded to this global threat; as it happens, the poorer
societies have the highest concentration of religious people. Perhaps, it
makes sense really. Islam and Christianity (its several variants) are
dominant in Africa, with the common theme of accepting every situation as
either God’s Will (Insha Allah), or a test of faith. Personal responsibility
recedes to the background; even as the Muslim Allah is assumed to be all-
powerful, she/it/he still needs a few misguided adherents to help by
perpetrating terroristic acts with the products of Science (bombs and
weapons, not the Koran), on behalf of this seemingly-omnipotent Deity.
Incongruous and nonsensical !!! Again, despite the great promise of heaven
in both Christianity and Islam, for example, (everlasting peace and rejoicing
for Christians; virginal allocations for Muslims), the reluctance to die seems
illogical and un-religious. They need to die to get to heaven or Al-Janat
Firdausi, yet they don’t want to die !!! Why are these believers afraid of
Coronavirus, which should accelerate the journey to perpetual enjoyment in
heaven???

When believers eventually accepted the fact of the threat posed by the
pandemic, some theorized and broadcast that it was from the devil. Some
so-called religious leaders declared, without any foundation or
qualification, that these were end-times. If true, you would expect their
believers to be saved. Why is no one exempt? Why are the religious
themselves in hiding? Some of them focused more on the remote and digital
tithing by their gullible members during this period of quarantine,



reminding them that paying their tithes (to him or her/ God !!!) was not
negotiable or conditional, and that they should find electronic ways to remit
their funds to the churches, to avoid incurring the wrath of God (namely,
themselves)!!!. These Sole Proprietorships, these merchants of lies, these
exploiters of human anxiety and frustration, these private jet and Rolls
Royce-loving charlatans, these unworthy individuals, these impostors, these
fellows who exploit the human fear of death (which must come to all living
things!) these nihilists, these people who claim to raise the dead and restore
sight to the blind, are all hiding in their homes, begrudging this virus for
altering their financial projections for the year. When they finally manage to
crawl out of bed, they shamelessly make foolish statements, to remain
relevant by infamy.

The leader of one of the largest Pentecostal groups in Nigeria and Africa,
Pastor Enoch Adeboye (private jet, Rolls Royce, etc.), with several millions
of tithe-paying members/ victims “revealed” in March, two weeks into the
arrival of the first Coronavirus case in Nigeria, that God told him (it had to
be him) in January, 2020 that the whole world would be forced to go on
vacation, but that he did not want to alarm the world. Subsequently, he said
absolutely nothing when he declared that the same God had told him, yet
again, that those who are killed by coronavirus are “those whose time to die
has come.” When he still needed to be heard, he declared magisterially that
Coronavirus shall end someday. Of course, when Scientists and Researchers
have done all the work !!! By that time, these hucksters, these snake oil
peddlers, these godless creatures, will shamelessly turn around and weave a
story for their gullible audience and victims, that their prayers and
intercessions have finally saved the world.

Another successful manipulator, Pastor Oyedepo (private jets, etc.), with
millions of followers/ victims could not take the chance of expecting his
victims to pay their tithe electronically, so he summoned them to a church
service in Lagos, Nigeria (and around all their branches) on the first Sunday
after the lock down, in defiance of Government directives, ostensibly to
grant them immunity from the coronavirus pandemic. Fools attended, and
the result of their mutual infestation shall become clear in due course. Yet
another character declared that he had covered Nigerians and Africans with
“corrosive anointing”, a play of words from Coronavirus. A dandy pastor,



Chris Oyakhilome (private jet, etc.), with millions of gullible devotees/
victims, chose another path: after declaring Coronavirus to be the attack of
the devil (who seems to have grossly overpowered the omnipotent God!),
he went further by declaring, in a most illiterate and unintelligent manner,
that the introduction of 5G technology was behind the lockdowns around
the world, in order to enthrone the Rule of the Anti-Christ !!!

Oh, that great and unequalled humanist and philanthropist, Bill Gates, is the
Arch-Devil, the current Anti-Christ. His predecessors included Napoleon
Bonaparte, Il Duce Benito Mussolini, Saddam Hussein, and Barack Obama,
while some of the earlier diabolical plots of this all-powerful Anti-Christ
have included: the credit card, commercial aviation which shrank travel
times significantly, street lights in London in 1830 which defied God’s plan
for day and night to be permanently separated, etc. So, the US shut down its
entire system and the largest economy in the world to inaugurate a new
leader of the world? Europe has been shut down and businesses closed for
the same purpose? Mr. Oyakhilome said that the installation of 5G antennae
and fiber optic cables was the reason that African Governments had shut
down their countries, in obedience to foreign masters. Such imbecilic
nonsense !!! But then, these tormented, narcissistic, and fraudulent people
are richly rewarded by the society, all in the name of religion. They pay no
price for their deceit. The same God revealed one thing to Adeboye, and the
5G nonsense to Oyakhilome. Interesting!!! Conceited Hustlers!!! This
flashy man with no visible means of livelihood other than fleecing people in
the name of God, actually flies a private jet, while Jesus rode on donkey
backs.

Mr. Oyakhilome’s competitor, with considerable following as well, and who
ascribes all sorts of powers to himself, T.B. Joshua, was more definite than
the rest; His own God told him that there would be a heavy rainfall on
March 27, 2020, which would wash away every trace of Coronavirus in the
world. Well, no rain fell on that day; we are in April, and the ravaging
impact of the pandemic has only intensified. The pretender will soon hear
God’s reason for this disappointing outcome soon; perhaps, humans are still
committing sin and have not learnt enough lessons yet. All of this, to buy
time for Scientists and Researchers to save mankind from this viral
onslaught!



It is instructive that Saudi Arabia, the global headquarters of Sunni Islam,
as well as Iran, the competing headquarters of the Shiite Islamic strain, have
shut down all their mosques, and canceled this year’s Lesser Hajj (in Saudi
Arabia), out of respect for Coronavirus, while Africans insist on opening
their own mosques. It is, perhaps, lost on some people that millions of
faithful Muslims who make the financial sacrifice (mostly Africans, again)
to embark on this religious tourism to Mecca and Medina, simply to throw
stones at the devil and to walk around an oversized concrete black box,
could not even be saved by Allah and Muhammed from the virus which
should kill only non-adherents of their faith.

In any case, why travel all the way to Saudi Arabia to identify and throw
stones at the devil when they are surrounded by devils back in their own
countries, with zero leadership, filth, poverty, and wholesale corruption? In
fact, when some of them are devils themselves!!! The Vatican respected
itself by just declaring that the world was going through deep trials in the
form of the Coronavirus, and then promptly shut down all their thousands
of branches/ churches worldwide. They declared ahead of time (7 weeks
ahead of time), during the holiest period of Christendom when the
Christian/ Catholic faithful were observing their mandatory 40-day fasting
period (an ulceratic penance for Jesus’ last 40 days on earth), a time one
would expect an abundance of spiritual power and grace, that the Easter
Mass and celebrations would not hold this year. Sikh temples around the
world have been closed, to avoid worshippers getting sick.

The inference is that the Catholic prayers and incantations in the lost
language of Latin, would not withstand the non-discriminatory ferocity of
the coronavirus. The Pope had managed to issue a very rare and special (we
were told) Urbi et Orbi message and blessing to the world in March, 2020,
at the peak of the viral attack killing thousands of people next door in parts
of Italy. It was quite a sight to behold the Pope holding an Easter Mass in a
completely empty St. Peter’s Basilica (beamed around the world by Science
and Technology); therein, he made the very profound statement that the
future of the European Union depended on how they tackled the
coronavirus pandemic. Indeed!!! The Head of the Anglican Church is in
London, issuing bland statements as well.



The remaining branch of the Abrahamic Religions, Judaism, has also not
made any single positive contribution to the search for a solution to this
catastrophe that has afflicted mankind. Their most sacred shrine, The
Wailing Wall -- usually protected by heavily-armed Security Forces, since
the Force within the Wall cannot protect this most “sacred” of places -- has
been closed completely.

Even as these three religions have their grand rituals and festivals about the
same time, during the era of Coronavirus, Christians were unable to attend
Easter services worldwide; Muslims could not have their Tarawih prayers;
and Jews were not saved during their Passover, and no seders were held by
them. An eloquent and definitive statement for religion would have been
made if the adherents of just one of these faiths were particularly protected
from the virus. The same for races, gender, and other convenient
differentiators. Yet, we are all in it together. Hmmmmmmm. It is proper to
leave out the other faiths, like Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, and the
several forms of ancestral worship around the world, since none of those
has the expansionist agenda, messianic arrogance, willful conceit, will to
violence, ingrained condescension, and conversion orientation of some or
all of these three; the three religions responsible for most of the problems in
the world, due, at the end of the day, to the stubborn refusal to reach a
justiciable agreement over a tiny parcel of dry land, the much too promised
land (apologies to Aaron David Miller).

None of these, or other religions, has a solution to the virus attacking and
killing mankind presently. None !!! In the twisted logic that underpins their
essence, they feel entitled to approbate and reprobate, claim and disclaim, at
their convenience. The pandemic is God’s way of punishing the world, and
God will stop it at her/his/ its own time (read, when Science has stopped it).
We await as they all scramble to take credit once reason, expertise,
rationality, inquiry, research, diligence, rigor, and tenacity, considerable
financial resources, combine to find an effective and sustainable solution to
the pandemic. Their prayers and interventions would have worked by
then…. Amen, somebody!!!! Halleluyah!!! Insha Allah!!! Shalom!!!

We are told in a Decree of the Council of the Vatican that: “ There never
can be any real discrepancy between faith and reason since the same God



who reveals mysteries and infuses faith has bestowed the light of reason on
the human mind; and God cannot deny Himself, nor can truth ever
contradict truth. The false appearance of such a contradiction is mainly due,
either to the dogmas of faith not having been clearly understood and
expounded according to the mind of the Church, or to the inventions of
opinion having been taken for the verdicts of reason.” Indeed, the Mother
Church, “the Bride of Christ and Mother of His Elect”, the Catholic Church
contends that “as reason is inferior to, and must be enlightened by
revelation, so philosophy is dependent on theology, and, if the need arises,
must correct its conclusions by the higher and more certain truths of faith.”
“Philosophy,” for them, “is the handmaid of Theology”--Philosophia
Theologice ancilla. In the Encyclical “ A’terni Patris, Pope Leo XIII
approves and urges the teaching of the philosophy of St. Thomas for this
reason.

This reminds one of the arbitrary declaration by Pope Pius IX on December
8, 1854 that Mary, mother of Christ, was also born of virginal birth.
Invoking the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, and without much rigorous
investigation or the convening of a General Council, he declared this
personal position as a Church Dogma solely on the basis of his authority.
While he did not affirm before his audience that any knowledge of this
generational mythology existed before his declaration, he nevertheless
decreed that they would become the dogma of the Church, going forward.

He then warned that “If any should dare to think otherwise in their heart
than as we have determined, they shall learn and know that they are
condemned by their own judgment, that they have made a shipwreck of the
faith, and are separated from the unity of the Church.” Since then, some
faithfuls have been seeing apparitions of a woman in white, for example, in
the Lourdes caves in France (1858); Fatima, near Lisbon, Portugal, 1917),
generating a stream of devoted pilgrims until the present era. The
fundamental issue with this circuitous declaration is that, if valid, the
Ecclesiastical Community can always take credit for any and every positive
outcome, without being subjected to the exacting standards and rigorous
objectivity of the scientific method. In addition, any convincing facts
regarding Evolution will nullify the central premise of the formulation in an
irreversible and irrecoverable way. With this, there is no point proceeding to



the objective determination of who receives these “divine” messages, and
by what means they are transmitted. It is also impossible to know when
God speaks and when it is humans, like ourselves, speaking, as in the case
of the arbitrary imposition of the Mary Dogma by Pope Piux IX. For the
mom and pop shops masquerading as Pentecostal Churches, the range of
creativity and arbitrariness becomes infinite. There is nothing in the
profound writings of eminent Church writers like Tillemont, Mabillon,
Fleury, Natalis Alexander, Montfaucon, Bossuet, Muratori, Orsi, Cardinals
Mai and Pitra, as well as Palma, Rohrbacher, Darras, Mohler, Alzog,
Dollinger, Bishop Hefele, Cardinal Hergenrather, Jungmann, Briick, Kraus,
and others, to sway one’s conclusion otherwise.

There has also been a lot of prose, poetry, false statements, and
misattributions recycled, all thanks to Social Media. The “all-knowing”
Nostradamus has words fed into his mouth at will, depending on the
circumstance; folks who failed O’Level Physics deign to comment on
Ph.D.-level Physics (5G), alarmist declarations are forwarded and re-
forwarded, thereby gaining in currency especially among the unthinking hoi
polloi, and, frankly, even among the so-called educated -- with a unifier in a
submission to religious manipulation.

Religion waiting on Science Source: @akinalabi. March 23, 2020



When asked her view on getting Coronavirus under control, Nancy Pelosi,
the Speaker of the U.S House of Representatives commented thus “It won’t
happen unless we respect Science, Science, Science. And for those who say
we choose prayer over Science, I say Science is an answer to our prayers”.
At least, Speaker Pelosi understands the real source of our survival from
this tragedy, as she uses circumlocution to still attribute the eventual
scientific breakthrough to her prayers. No mention of the rigorous scientific
methodology, proof, inquiry, validation and testing, as well as peer review
and repeatability which define Science, under the malleable refuge of
religiosity. I understand she is an ardent Catholic.
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