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With his time-machine bow tie, Mr. Rustin doesn’t just teach his
students about history, he takes them there, allowing them to

experience the ups and downs of the Civil Rights Movement firsthand.

None of us can appreciate where we are today—and how much
further we have to go—until we know what others have sacrificed
to shape the present and inspire the future.




A new lesson plan

Maybe we’ll
get togoona
field trip!

g

starts today. I hope we learn )

something interestir,{f-' ‘

You two
are right to be
excited. February
can teach you

y ‘

a Valentine’s Day
-\ fan, Mpr. Rustin?

There is
nothing wrong with
spreading love, but I
prefer the month to the day.
February is BLACK
HISTORY MONTH.

Black History Month was officially
recognized by President Gerald
Ford in 1976. It celebrates the
many achievements of the

Black community.



It’s the year Black people are better

[(2100. Isn't the Civil Rights off today, Regina, but we can’t

Movement over? know if things have truly improved

until we understand why they
were bad in the

first place.
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civil rights: rights that promise
equal freedom for all people

The country |
{ was not always nice to Y
people who looked




were taken from their homes.™
They were first brought to the
British colony of Virginia in 1619. [
They came on a Portuguese

r " Enslaved people
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ship called the o

White Lion. \'*1
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men, women, and chlldr’en
were enslaved by the time of
the Civil War.
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E enslave: to tagaway the freedoms of others

The entire
system of slavery was built
on the economy. That means our
ancestors were kept enslaved to
make money for others. They grew
and harvested cash crops like cotton,
tobacco, and corn. More enslaved
people were brought over as the
economy grew. That’s when huge
plantations sprang up in the
Southern Colonies.

Today there are 50 states. But
the United States started out as
18 colonies. Do you live in one of
the original colonies?
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slavery treating people as property and forcing them to work _
plantation: a large private estate where cash crops were grown |/
and the labor _was done by enslaved people




But all that
went away after
the Civil War,
didn’t it?

Slavery was
abolished. Life didn’t get easier
for Black people, though. And sadly,
it wouldn’t for many generations
to come.

abolish: to put an end to something

The 13th Amendment made slavery illegal
in the United States. It was passed on
January 31, 1865.
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