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Greatest City in the World

It is alive and frenetic, varied and diverse. It is bound by water but reaches for
the sky. It is New York City, the sparkling gem on the shores of the Atlantic. Some
people say it is the greatest city in the world.

But this is not today’s New York. It is the New York of long ago—a New York
that you can still experience if you know where to find it. The framework of the
modern city was etched into this long-ago metropolis. Yet, while much of the old city
has crumbled away, if you close your eyes and imagine, you can bring it to life. You
can hear the gulls cry at the wide and bustling bayside port where trade flourishes on
passing ships. You can hear the clomping of horseshoes and the rattling of wooden
carts rolling along the narrow, paved roads that wind through the growing city. You
can feel the shade of countless trees that line the byways as you walk past the tall
wood and stone houses. And you can smell the ocean breeze that wafts down one of
the few wide roads in the city, aptly known as Broad Way.
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It is the New York of a developing nation. And it is the New York of Alexander
Hamilton—the Founding Father who made it his home.
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Alexander
. Alexander Hamilton, Hamilton

. around age 15 - Hamilton was born in

: ' the West Indies. He

came to America in
his teens to make

: upper _ ‘ his way in the

+ Manhattan . world. His passion

I';E";{?'{;’“zhe for knowledge,

g growth, and

: making a name

for himself not

only shaped the
man he would

become but also
a new nation—the
United States of America.
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Population
Explosion

When Hamilton first came
to New York City, it was the
second largest city in the
colonies. There were about
20,000 residents. Today,

its expanding borders and
dense population make it
the largest city in the United
States. This city has more
than 8.5 million people.




Around Town

Little remains of New York as it was in 1664.
That’s the year that marks the official birth of the city.
Some of the original street names are still there. The
winding layout of streets in lower Manhattan remains
as it was in those days, in contrast to the grid of
roadways that crisscrosses the more modern sections

New Amsterdam

First known as New
Amsterdam and settled

by colonists from the
Netherlands, Great Britain
took possession of the area
and renamed it New York
in 1664. Though the British
took control, they worked
hard to include the Dutch
colonists and their customs
as the city grew. Dutch
influence is still present.
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Broadway Today

Hamilton has become a
modern-day celebrity. This
is all due to the Broadway
smash hit Hamilton: An
American Musical. The play
and music were written by
the show’s original star,
Lin-Manuel Miranda.

of the city.

Alexander Hamilton arrived in New York in 1772.
By then, the city had blossomed into one of the largest
cities in the colonies. Together with Boston and
Philadelphia, it was primed to shape the foundation
of a new nation. Commerce thrived, politics pulsed,
and cultures merged around every corner.

Homes and businesses filled the expanse of New
York from the Battery to the Common, now called
City Hall Park. At the lower end of Manhattan, you
will find the Battery. It was given its name in
colonial days. It was there that the Dutch set up
batteries to protect their trading post. The name
stuck even though the guns and the trading post are
long gone. The Battery is also of note for one more
essential reason. For hundreds of years, it was the
entry point to New York for millions of
immigrants. It is, in fact, where Hamilton first

stepped onto the banks of his new homeland.

New York City has always been home to both
incredibly wealthy individuals as well as people
living in the depths of poverty. Wall Street and
Hanover Square near Pearl and Stone Streets were
tony sections. The poor crowded into shabby
dwellings or lived on the streets. Crime
flourished, particularly in poor neighborhoods.
Bridewell Prison was built to deal with this
growing problem.
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