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Imagine walking through a hot, dry desert in
North America. The blazing sun beats down on
your body as you walk across the sand. To your
left are green cacti covered with spiny needles.
To your right, if you look closely, are lizards
scurrying across the sand and hiding under rocks
for shade. Small birds hop on the sand, chirping
and talking to each other. You are grateful to
have your water bottle with you on this journey.
As you stop to take a drink, you feel the cool
liquid on your lips. As you step over a rock,
you hear a soft rattle coming from behind you.
Immediately, you freeze. You’ve been warned
about this sound. Could it be a venomous snake?

Although we don’t see them much, it’s easy
to find venomous snakes. They live on almost
every continent in the world. Snakes don’t need
a lot to survive. Their two main necessities are
food and warm weather for part of the year. The i
maps in this book show where different species '
of venomous snakes live. Take a look. There
may be a species near you!
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Venomous snakes are any snake species that uses venom,
or poison, to capture their prey. The teeth of these snakes are
curved inward to help them hold their prey in their mouths.
This is one way they’ve adapted over time. Adaptations
are slow changes over thousands of years that help living
organisms survive.

Most venomous snakes eat small animals, such as rats,
mice, lizards, frogs, and birds. They even eat bird eggs. How
does a snake capture its meal? First, it bites its prey. As
it bites, the snake’s venom moves into its hollow, tube-like
teeth. The venom in this bite makes its prey stop moving.
The venom flows into the body of the prey and paralyzes it.
The snake is now ready to eat. It swallows its meal whole!
Snakes have a separate lower jaw and strong tendons that
help them ingest large food. The digestive system of snakes
is so strong that it can break down eggshells and even bones!

All around the world, venomous snakes are known for
their speed, agility, and dangerous bites. But, each species
has specific features that make them unique.
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