Smithsonian

“Dona Herweck Rice



Second Star to the Right

Peter Pan follows the stars to Neverland. “Second star
to the right and straight on till morning!” he cries as he
navigates the sky. He leads his group toward a grand
adventure. The stars tell him just where to find it.

Neverland is not real, of course. But following the stars is.
It was one of the first ways people learned to navigate. They
followed the stars both on sea and on land. They used stars
to position themselves. Then, they could figure out where
they needed to go.

Instruments have changed over time. Better and better
technology is used. It is more precise than it has ever been.
But the roots of navigation remain. In many ways, we still
follow the stars.
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A sailor uses the stars to G-
find his position at sea.




By Land. By Sea

Since they first walked, people have been on the move.
They travel to explore new areas. This has always been
easiest by land. People can walk across land and rest when
they need to. They can find food and water along the way.
They can use landmarks as guideposts.

Traveling by sea is riskier than traveling by land. The
sea is always changing. There are few landmarks that stay
in one place on the water. It is not as easy to find resources
out in the sea. The sea itself is full of dangers. People
cannot just swim through the water and rest when needed.
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