The Great War
In 1914, a war began in Europe. At the time, people called
it the GreatWar. More nations battled in this war than in any
other war before it. A total of 65 million soldiers fought over
the course of four years. Millions of people died. It is one of
the largest human tragedies the world has ever seen. Today,
this war is called World War I.
The problems that caused this war had been developing for
quite some time. Some European countries were becoming
very rich and their populations were growing. As a result,
they wanted to take over more land. These countries had
large armies and navies. However, they still needed support
from other countries. Many countries signed agreements
with each other that said they would go to war if one of their
allies, or partners, were attacked.
The world was changing. All it would take was one event
to send the world to war.
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Building Up Forces
At the start of the war, Germany
had more than eight million
soldiers in its army. Russia had
four million soldiers; France had
three million soldiers. Great
Britain had spent hundreds of
years building up its Royal Navy.
When the war began, the Royal
Navy had more ships than
the next two largest navies
combined.

To End All Wars
People thought that by
fighting a big war, they could
have a peaceful future. They
believed that no one would
want another worldwide
war. So, they also called
World War I the “War to
End All Wars.”
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A List of Demands
When Austro-Hungarian
leaders made their list of
demands, they knew Serbian
leaders would say no. They
thought it would force a war
that they could win. Many
leaders around the world
agreed with Serbian leaders
and thought the demands were
too harsh.

The Spark
In the years before the war began, there were
conflicts in eastern Europe. Serbia and Bosnia used
to be part of the Ottoman Empire. They had fought
for independence. However, there was a new
threat. Slowly, the Austro‑Hungarian Empire was
moving into parts of Bosnia.
Some Serbian people wanted Bosnians to fight
the invasion. People in Austria‑Hungary didn’t
like that idea. So, their army moved in and
completely took over Bosnia. Many Bosnians
were not happy. They did not live in a free
country anymore.
Serbians thought that it was wrong too.
So, they came up with a plan. They heard
news about Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the
future ruler of the Austro‑Hungarian Empire.
Ferdinand was going to visit Bosnia with
hiswife.

A Second Attempt
The assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand was the second attempt
on his life that day. Earlier, a bomb
was thrown at his car, but it hit the car
behind him. People in that car were
injured by the blast. Ferdinand and
his wife changed their plans and were
going to the hospital to see the victims
of the bombing. On the way, their driver
turned down a wrong street and was
attempting to turn the car around when
Gavrilo Princip (shown above) shot and
killed them both.
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