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Utah

Utah was the 45th state

to join the United States

of America. It was a

young state (only 24 years

old) when Hal was born.

There was still a great

deal of farmland in Utah

at this time.

A farmer works on his 
sugar beet farm in 1940.
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Born to Fly
Gail Seymour Halvorsen was born in Salt Lake

City, Utah, on October 10, 1920. Growing up, he
worked on his family’s sugar beet farm. But looking
into the vast Utah sky, “Hal,” as he was called, had
another dream for his life. He wanted to fly.

In 1941, Hal earned his pilot’s license. One day,
Hal was f lying over his family’s farm. He started
rolling his plane back and forth to “wave” to his
parents. When he got home later that night, Hal
found his father furious with him. His mother had
seen Hal’s plane rolling toward the ground. Hal’s
mother did not know the rolls were controlled, and
she was upset. She thought her son was crashing!
Hal’s father told him to stop doing the rolls. Hal
agreed. Instead, he learned to wave by simply
wiggling his wings. He dipped them down, side to
side. This experience would stick with Hal, and the
wiggle would become Hal’s  move as a pilot.signature

Flying in the ’40s
Hal was learning to fly about the

time that famed pilots Charles

Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart were

in the news. Learning to fly was

much rarer at that time than it is

today. But even though technology

has changed a great deal, the way in

which planes fly is really the same

today as it always was.

Lindbergh

Earhart
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/triangle-saving-the-world-the-chocolate-pilot
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