


As the Century Turns
The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were a

time of great change in the United States. New technology
changed how Americans worked. Machines and tools made it
possible for people to work faster. Jobs moved out of people’s
homes and into large factories. This shift helped people in
many ways. Goods were cheaper. Crops could be harvested
at a faster rate, which meant more food for more people. New
industries created jobs for people.

However, these changes had some negative consequences.
Skills that helped people before were less useful. Instead of
working with their hands, people were expected to learn how
to operate machines. Working conditions were often bad.
People worked long hours in small, hot spaces. Some children
were expected to work dangerous jobs to help their families.

This period of change and growth reshaped the nation.
People moved into cities to find jobs. The country as a whole
was changing, and everyone was changing with it.

A farmer uses a steam‑powered
tractor to plow his field in 1907.

4



City Living
After the Civil War ended in 1865,

more and more people moved to

cities to find work. The population

of cities grew quickly. From 1870

to 1920, Pittsburgh’s population

grew from around 86,000 people to

around 590,000 people! Chicago

grew even faster as its population

swelled to nine times its size during

this period!

A Revolution
The First Industrial Revolution

happened at the beginning of

the nineteenth century. It took

place mainly in Great Britain.

British workers had new

technologies and new skills.

Over the years, these new

skills and machines spread to

other countries. They later

reached Asia and the United

States. This was the start

of the Second Industrial

Revolution.

New York City,
around 1900
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The Big Industries
Before Ford
In 1769, a French engineer

named Nicolas‑Joseph

Cugnot was looking

for a way to haul large

weapons. He built a

carriage with one wheel in

the front and two wheels in

the back. He used a steam

engine to move the carriage. 

Many people consider this

the first automobile.

A Study in Contrasts
Henry Ford was a complicated

man. He had many

contradictory views. He paid

his workers $5 per day. That

was twice as much as other

companies in the automobile

industry. He also shortened the

workweek to 40 hours. However,

Ford was also very controlling.

He required workers to have neat

homes. Men over the age of 22

had to be married to qualify for the

$5‑a‑day wages. Ford also did not

allow gambling, drinking alcohol, or

other activities he disliked.

A few industries led the charge in the United States’
changing economy. There were major advances in
how people traveled, built things, and bought goods.
Leaders in these industries changed the way people
lived and worked.

Make Way for the Model T
Automobiles first appeared in the late 1800s. But

they were expensive and unreliable. Henry Ford
and his Ford  Motor Company made cars available®
to average Americans. The Model T  was a Ford®
product. It was made from 1908 to 1927.

When the Model T was first released, it was very
popular. People liked that it was both durable and
affordable. Ford wanted to make ModelT cars
more quickly to keep up with the demand. So,
he developed the moving . Eachassembly line
person focused on one task instead of doing
the whole process. This technique is called

specializ ation. It made production faster. The
time it took to make a Model T dropped from
12hours to less than 2 hours. Because of this,
the cost of the car also dropped. When it was
first released, the car cost $850 to buy. Near
the end of its production, it cost less than $300.
The cheaper price brought more customers. By
the 1920s, Model T cars made up four‑tenths of
all cars sold in the United States.
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