


For hundreds of years, people from
around the world have done just that. They
have moved to the United States seeking
freedom and better lives. The risks can
be great, and the journey can be difficult.
Success isn’t guaranteed. But people still
hope for better lives when they make the
brave and life-changing move.

What’s the Difference?
The terms emigrant immigrant and 
are not the same. The term
emigrant is used to describe
someone who moves  fromaway

a country. For example, people
can emigrate from the United
States to other countries. The
term immigrant is used to
describe someone who moves
to a new country, such as a
person immigrating to the
United States from a different
country. Both terms have
migrant as their base, which
means “one who moves.”

The early twentieth century saw a flood of
immigration to the United States. Between
1880 and 1930, more than 27 million people
made the tough journey. These people
shaped the country’s languages, traditions,
politics, and . If they had not madeeconomy
the United States their home, the country
would look very different today. Those
people changed the United States forever.

A group of modern‑day immigrants
become U.S. citizens.
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A Changing Nation
A Global Empire
The Russian Empire
existed for nearly
two hundred years. It
was absolutely massive.
The empire covered about
one‑sixth of all land on
Earth. At its peak, the
Russian Empire covered
much of Europe, Asia, and
even part of North America.
The empire finally broke up
in 1917.

Changing Laws
In 1921, the U.S. government
passed the Emergency Quota
Act. This act set quotas, or limits,
on the number of immigrants
allowed into the country each
year. This law was a response to
the increasing number of new
immigrants, specifically Jewish
immigrants. Their quotas were
much lower than those of other
immigrant groups. This racist law
stayed in place until 1965.

Most early twentieth-century immigrants to the
East Coast were from southern and eastern European
countries. In earlier years, most people had come
from countries in western and northern Europe,
such as Ireland and Germany. Now, millions
of people moved from places like Italy and the
Russian Empire. These people were called “new
immigrants.” This term came into use because
their  were very different from peoplecultures
who had come before. Many new immigrants
were Catholic or Jewish. Most of them did not
speak English well. Nativists were afraid this
group of people would harm their way of life
because their cultures were so different.

New immigrants had faced problems at
home. In Italy, the gap between the rich and
the poor was growing. The people living

a Jewish immigrant in 1911
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in the Russian Empire faced . At the same time, the Secondstarvation
Industrial Revolution was beginning in the United States. This was a time
of extreme economic growth. Factory owners were hiring workers as
quickly as they could. For people who were facing hunger at home, these
jobs seemed like a dream. Stories about the United States made it sound
almost perfect.

Most immigrants settled in cities. That is where the majority of jobs
were located. Big cities, such as New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia,
grew quickly. Soon, these places became too crowded. They could not
support the amount of people moving in.

Workers bottle ketchup at a
New York City factory in 1910.
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