


The A Train
The piano dives into a melody with a playful sweep of jitter and

bounce. The piano notes are answered by a trumpeting blast of
horns. Low and deep, the bass plucks a  beat as the coolsyncopated
drum lays down a jolting rhythm. And while the music plays, Ella
Fitzgerald stands poised at the microphone. She looks magnificent
in a shimmering gown and a high hairdo. She begins to add a
new instrument—her voice—to the melody. Fitzgerald weaves a
spellbinding . But the horns are demanding, pushing Fitzgeraldscat
to slide and dive into the swinging lyrics of the classic jazz standard.

“Take the A Train” is an old-school jazz song. Billy Strayhorn
wrote it for Duke Ellington and his orchestra. It became a signature
song for both Ellington and Fitzgerald. Strayhorn wrote the song
in a tribute to the New York City subway train he rode into Harlem,
New York. He claimed that writing it felt just like writing a letter to
an old friend.

You must take the A train,

To go to Sugar Hill way up in Harlem.

If you miss the A train

You find you’ve missed the quickest way to Harlem.

Hurry! Get on now, it’s coming.

Listen to those rails a-thrumming.

Oh boy, get on the A train.

Soon you will be on Sugar Hill in Harlem.
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Queen Ella
Ella Fitzgerald was a famous singer and

was often called the Queen of Jazz.

She performed all over the country,

but she was especially known for

performing at the Savoy Ballroom in

the heart of New York City’s Harlem

neighborhood.

Sugar Hill
At the time that “Take the A

Train” was written, Sugar Hill

in Harlem was an upscale

area. Billy Strayhorn and

Duke Ellington, the famous

jazz pianist and orchestra

leader, lived there. In the

1930s and ’40s, many

wealthy African Americans

made it their home.

Fitzgerald sings
in Harlem
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A Renaissance
in Harlem

Other Work
Du Bois helped found

the National Association

for the Advancement of

Colored People (NAACP).

He was also editor of

its magazine, The Crisis.

Du Bois published many

Harlem Renaissance writers

in the magazine.

Finding Harlem
Harlem is in Upper Manhattan

(New York City). It is in between

the Hudson River, the Harlem River,

and the East River. Dutch sailors

founded Harlem in 1658.

It wasn’t just jazz singers who felt “called” to Harlem. 
From about 1918 to 1937, Harlem was home to a
cultural awakening. This time was known as the
Harlem Renaissance. Writers, artists, and scholars
shined a light on black culture and emphasized racial
pride. They also highlighted the problems that black
people faced in the UnitedStates.

African American leaders, such as W. E. B. Du
Bois (doo-BOYZ), began to gain fame. DuBois
spoke of how black people had suffered through
the years of slavery. He spent his life trying
to right those wrongs. Du Bois worked to
form a world in which black people could live
their lives fully. His book, The Souls of Black
Folk, is still considered a masterpiece work
on race. Du Bois’s book focused on seeing
African Americans as people. At the time he
wrote the book, many people did not accept
this fact. Deep racism was still rooted in
Americansociety.
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/triangle-harlem-renaissance
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