


A Strong Leader
Franklin Delano Roosevelt became president of the United

States in 1933. At that time, the nation was in deep trouble.
Millions of people were out of work. Businesses and banks
had closed. Many families had lost their homes and were
living on the streets. People could not afford to buy food.
This time was known as the . It wasGreat Depression
one of the most difficult periods in U.S. history. However
Roosevelt—called FDR for short—was up to the challenge.
He found solutions to the nation’s problems. Roosevelt also
offered words of comfort, which gave Americans hope for
thefuture.

A few years later, FDR faced a new crisis—World War II.
The American people had complete faith in FDR. Under
FDR’s leadership, the United States survived the war and
came out even stronger. Roosevelt did it all while facing
serious health problems that left him unable to walk. His
determination and strength helped make him one of the
nation’s most admired presidents.

U.S. troops during World War II
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FDR in 1933

A Presidential Record
FDR was elected president of the United

States four times! That’s a record that

will never be broken. In 1951, the

Twenty-Second  wasAmendment

added to the U.S. Constitution. It

states that no president may serve

more than two terms.

My Cousin,
the President
FDR wasn’t the first Roosevelt

at the White House. His fifth

cousin, Theodore (shown

above), was named vice

president in 1900. The next

year, President William

McKinley was shot and killed.

Theodore (“Teddy”) Roosevelt

became president. Even

though the two men shared

a last name, Teddy was

actually a closer relation to

FDR’s wife, Eleanor. She

was Teddy’s niece!

Farmers ask for help in 1933. 5



Early YearsLearning at
Home
FDR didn’t go to public

school. Instead, his

mother taught him how

to read and write. Private

teachers taught him

languages, mathematics,

science, and history.

Roosevelt was an only child,

and his mother worried

about him. So, FDR didn’t

often get to play with

children his own age.

A Hobby That “Stuck”
As a child, FDR collected stamps.

He enjoyed this hobby so much,

he continued collecting stamps

all his life—even after he became

president. Every week, the State

Department would send him

unique stamps they found on letters

sent to the president. Roosevelt

would add them to his collection.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was born in Hyde Park,
New York, on January 30, 1882. His parents were Sara
and James Roosevelt. The Roosevelts came from a
long line of wealthy families in the Hudson Valley
and lived in a big house called Springwood. Sara was
27 years old when FDR was born; James was almost
twice her age. “At quarter to nine my Sallie [Sara]
had a splendid large baby boy. He weighs 10 lbs.
[pounds], without clothes,” James wrote the day
FDR was born.

FDR and his mother in 1887
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