


Two Nations, Sworn Enemies
It was the United States versus the Soviet Union. The two

countries once worked together. However, that changed
after World War II. Around 1947, they became enemies.
This conf lict was called the Cold War. It spanned more
than 40years. The Cold War is the longest  betweenstandoff
major nations in modern history.

Soviet trucks carry missiles past a
poster of Soviet Union’s first leader.
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The Cold War stemmed from the two nations’
opposing ideologies. The Soviet Union was
a communist country. This was at odds with
the United States’ belief in democracy. Both
countries wanted to be the strongest. They
gathered allies, or partners. They strengthened
their defenses and built nuclear weapons. Both
nations tried to inf luence other countries too.

It often seemed that the two countries were at the
edge of war. But in the end, total war was avoided.
Instead, the nations battled one another in smaller
conf licts around the globe. This rivalry went on to
affect the countries’ foreign policies and economies
for years to come.

Communism
The Soviet Union practiced a type

of communism. Communism is

based on the belief that all people

should get the same things. No one

should suffer while someone else

succeeds. In the Soviet Union, the

government controlled property. The

government was in charge of most

means of production. The Soviet

government also controlled all the

natural resources of the country.

Democracy
The United States practices

a type of democracy. In the

United States, people choose

their own leaders. People

have the right to vote. In a

true democracy, everyone

has the same human

rights and freedoms. All

laws should apply to

people equally.

a U.S. Air Force plane
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1945–1948:
The Groundwork

Churchill’s
Curtain
The phrase “iron curtain”

was often used during

this time. A former British

leader named Winston

Churchill was the first to

say it about the Cold War.

He said, “An iron curtain

has descended across the

Continent.”  The phrase

described the Soviet Union’s

plan to cut itself off from

noncommunist places. He

meant there was a political

barrier between the Soviet

Union and the West.

The Trio at Yalta
In 1945, Winston Churchill,

President Franklin Roosevelt,

and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin

(above, left to right) met in Yalta,

Crimea. Stalin agreed to hold free

elections in some Eastern European

countries. However, he did not keep

his word and these countries became

communist. This act further divided

the United States and Soviet Union.

During World War II, Americans and Soviets
fought side by side. They worked together to
defeat their common enemy—the German-led
Axis powers. However, despite their ,alliance
there was distrust between the two countries.
To win the war, they had to put aside their
differences. After the war, though, the
tensions returned.

This German city was destroyed during World War II.
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