


The Curtain Drops
On March 5, 1946, the people of Fulton, Missouri,

welcomed former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill.
He had been a great leader during World War II. Now, he was
in Fulton to speak about how the world was changing.

World War II was over. The Allied forces had won. People
wondered what the world would look like after the war.
Soviet Union leaders wanted to spread a form of government
called communism. Under that system, the government
controls the economy. This differs from much of the Western
world. Many of these countries follow a system called
capitalism. Under that system, people control the economy.

Churchill delivers his
Iron Curtain speech in

Fulton, Missouri.
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Churchill’s speech became known as the
“Iron Curtain” speech. He said there was
an imaginary curtain dividing Europe. One
side was controlled by the Soviet Union. The
other side was influenced by Western powers.
The United States was on the Western side.
The differing ideas on each side of the curtain
created a strong political conflict. This conflict
became known as the ColdWar.

These years saw great change. World
geography shifted. Different political powers
rose up around the world. And the United States
became asuperpower.
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Pearl Harbor
In 1941, pilots from Japan bombed

a U.S. naval base. The base is called

Pearl Harbor and is in Hawai'i. This

attack pushed the United States

into World War II. It also sparked

U.S. involvement in world issues.

What Did He Say?
Churchill’s speech made clear

that the Cold War had begun.

He said, “An iron curtain

has descended across the

Continent. Behind that line lie

all the capitals of the ancient

states of Central and Eastern

Europe.…All these famous

cities and the populations

around them lie in what I

must call the Soviet sphere.”
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The Changing
World Stage

Israel
Israel used to be part

of Palestine. Israel was

declared an independent

state in May 1948. However,

challenges have continued

there ever since. The Jewish,

Christian, and Muslim religions

all consider the land to be holy.

No one wishes to give up its hold. 

They have not always found ways

to share it peacefully.

Refugees
After World War II, there were

around 10 million refugees in

Europe.  are people whoRefugees

flee from their home countries

because they are not safe. They

may not want to leave their homes,

and they may face dangers on their

travels. But they think the risks of

leaving are worth it compared to

the risks they face at home.

World War II caused the geography of the
world to change. Many countries split apart,
joined together, or changed their borders.
Millions of people had died in events leading
up to and throughout the war. That caused
huge shifts in population. Other people moved
to new places in large . Many ofmigrations
these people were refugees seeking better lives.
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Jewish immigrants arrive in
Palestine in October 1947.
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