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For Frederick, and all of the children
who write and illustrate their own little books
—D.K.

Author's Note:

It's the perfect combination of words and pictures that makes a book we want to read again and
again. Many of our favorite picture books and early readers were created by author- and-
illustrator partners. Sometimes an author and illustrator work together, face-to-face, and
sometimes, like Sam and Tom, they never even meet! The fact remains that the stories we love
just wouldn't be the same if the writer or illustrator were replaced by someone else. That's how
important the right combination is. The magic they make together is greater than the sum of its
parts.

Since my book A Friend’s Tale is about “how teamwork can make a great book,” as
Mrs. Forrester, the librarian, says, | thought it would be fun to put some of the great col-
laborators of children's books in the backgrounds of my own illustrations. | asked some of my
librarian friends for suggestions about the author-illustrator partners who are important to
them and to the children they spend time with every day.

|1 wish to thank the following librarians for their suggestions: Heidi Cadmus, Laura- lee
Foerster, Judith Gantly, Miriam Ghabour, Susan Koenig, Starr Latronica, and Linda Simp-
fendorfer.
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SAM WAS A LIBRARY MOUSE. He lived in a little hole
in the wall behind the children’s reference books. Sam
loved to read, and he loved to write, too. Everyone loved
his little books. But Sam was very shy, and no one at
the library had ever met him.



Once a week, the children at the library met for
Writers and lllustrators Club.

"For our next project,” said Mrs. Forrester, the
librarian, "l would like all of the boys and girls to
work with a partner. One of you will be the author,
and the other will be the illustrator. You will find
out how teamwork can make a great book!"

At the end of the meeting, there was one child
left standing by himself. “Don't worry, Tom," said
Mrs. Forrester. “I'd be happy to work with you!"
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When night came, Sam the library mouse went to do some
research for a story he was planning to write. All night long,
he studied, jotting down things in his notebook. But as the
sun rose, his eyelids grew heavy and he fell asleep.

Squeak! Sam awoke with a start as children filed into
the room. In his hurry to escape, he left his little notebook
behind! Tom discovered it on the librarian's desk. Carefully,

he opened the cover and turned the pages. Then he went to
tug at Mrs. Forrester's sleeve.



“What's this?" said the librarian,
flipping through the notebook. ““From
the titles of the stories in here, |
would qguess this belongs to Sam,
our mystery author. He's written so
many books, and yet we've never
had the pleasure of meeting him!"

“Let's put it back on your desk,"”
said Tom, ““so Sam will find it!"
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That night, Sam climbe
look for his notebook. As
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"Good morning,"” Mrs. Forrester said to Tom when he
arrived early the next day. “Did you bring some ideas for a
story we can work on together?"

"Not yet,”” said Tom. Then he noticed the inky marks
on the librarian's desk, and saw that Sam's notebook was
gone. “Impossible,” he thought.

When he was sure no one was looking, Tom got down on
his hands and knees. He peered beneath the library shelves
and around the baseboards, not quite certain what he was
looking for. Suddenly, he saw a little hole in the wall. Now he
knew why Sam always seemed to write about mice!
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