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Look! Two bright eyes glide across the green
water as you watch from an airboat. Closer, closer
they come. The animal swims quietly. If you did
not see the eyes, you would not know it was there.
Suddenly, a long, gray-green snout appears. The
jaw opens wide, and you see rows of sharp, pointed
teeth. Snap! The jaw closes fast. The crocodile

has caught its prey.







Everglades National park

Here in Everglades National Park, crocodiles
roam free. This is their home. It is home to many
other kinds of animals, too. Birds and fish live here.

Mammals play, and reptiles soak up the sun. People
come here, too. They come to see the wildlife. They
2ot ] come to see the wild place the animals call home.

A man steers a canoe
through the Everglades.
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Dre and his family take a vacation
to the Everglades. The table shows
the animals Dre saw on his trip.

Animal | Total

How many wood storks and
dragonflies did Dre see?

How many muskrats, frogs,
and crocodiles did Dre see?

How many animals did
Dre see?
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Wetland Wonder

Everglades National Park is in the southern part of
Florida. It is quite special. People wanted to preserve
the Everglades. So, they made them a national park.

The park is huge! It would be hard to see all of it in
one day. The park has more than 2,000 square miles
(5,200 square kilometers) of land and water! Many
of those miles are wet. That is because the park is
a wetland.
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