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What is a Backyard?

Backyards are made up of both living and nonliving
things. In backyards, the Sun shines, air moves, soil
covers the ground, and rain falls from the sky. These
are nonliving things in a backyard.

The types of
living things
found in a
backyard

depend on
the weather.




Scientists use models, such as
this drawing of a northern U.S.
backyard, to help us understand
how things are connected.

What’s in your Backyard?

In North America, backyards are often full of life. Plants
and animals are living things. You might find grass,

flowers, or trees in a North American backyard. Insects
. buzz around. Birds chirp. Squirrels chatter.
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A Backyard
Ecosystem

A system is made up of connected parts that work

44,

together. An ecosystem is a system made up of
all the living and nonliving things found in one place.

A backyard is a type of ecosystem. Robins need

earthworms
and insects for
food. They can
meet this need
in a backyard
ecosystem.
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Living things
can only live

in ecosystems
where they get
what they need
to survive.

Backyard Living

Plants and animals are living things. Living things grow.
As they grow, living things change and create new
living things. Animals have babies. Plants create new
plants. All plants need sunlight, air, and water to grow.

. Animals need water, air, food, and shelter to survive.
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