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What are insects?

Insects are animals without head

backbones. They have a
hard, shell-like skeleton
that covers the outside of
their body. This is called an thorax
exoskeleton. An insect’s
body is made up of three
parts. There is a head at
one end, a thorax in the
middle, and an abdomen

at the other end.




Sharing the same parts
All insects have six legs that bend

where they meet at the joint. Their

i . |
legs come in many shapesand & o LN
sizes. Insect legs are built for how £ A\
the insect moves. Insects also vy J}; \
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have two antennae on their heads. e

" Some legs
match an
Almost all insects have four wings. \insect’s body.

Antennae are sometimes called feelers.

Butterflies use their
‘antennae for smelling. £
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built for jumping.
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Why do insects move?

All living things move. Some

living things can move on
their own. Insects move in
many ways. Crickets hop.
Bumblebees fly. Caterpillars
crawl. Do you run or walk
away Iif a baseball is coming
right at you? When you are
excited, do you jump up and
down or stand still? Like
people, insects move for

-

Many insects move

|
~ to avoid being eaten.

many different reasons.




On the move!

Insects move to explore their environment. They move
to look for food, shelter, or to find a mate. Sometimes
iInsects move to keep from being eaten by predators.

Insects also move to communicate with other insects.

3‘} Insects, such as these wasps,
move to build their homes.
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