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The Bat House

Ryan was helping his dad in the workshop.
His father was always building things. Last
month, Ryan had helped him build two
birdhouses. Together, they nailed them to trees
in the backyard. Now, Ryan’s dad had some new
plans. They were going to make a bat house.
It would be a safe place for bats to sleep.
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Bats are common animals in the United States, but people rarely see

them because they are most active at night.
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All afternoon, they sawed, nailed, and glued.
Ryan could see the house coming together. It
looked a lot like a big birdhouse. He imagined
bats sleeping safely inside.

Finally, his father held up the house and said,
“It’s done!” Ryan’s jaw dropped. His dad must
have lost his mind. The house had four nice,
smooth sides and a roof. But inside, the walls and
ceiling were very rough. And the floor was
completely missing! What was his dad thinking?
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LOOK!

Look at this bat
house. How is it
different from a
birdhouse? How
do bats get in and
out of it?

Building a bat house will attract bats to your yard.
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A Bat’s Life

Ryan’s dad saw the confused look on his
son’s face. “Come into the house,” he said.
“I have a new book about bats. Let’s read it
together. I think you’ll see why our bat house
looks this way.”

His father opened the book and began to read.
“Bats are mammals. They are covered with short
hair. The skin on their wings is very thin. Bats
have tiny feet, and their toes have claws.”
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Considering its small body size, this bat has a very wide wingspan.
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Ryan’s dad went on. “Bats are nocturnal, so
they sleep during the day and are active at night.
Most of them fly around catching insects. Some
eat fruit or nectar. And some eat small birds and
mice. As the night ends, they head home. Some
sleep in caves or under bridges. Others sleep in
trees or bat houses. They swoop in and grab a
spot with their feet. They cling to their foothold
and let their bodies dangle. Then they fall asleep.”



03/04/18 2:10 PMBats Sleep Upside Down

Page 1 of 1file:///Users/systemadmin/Desktop/ep/9781684445240/OEBPS/pages/page_012.xhtml

ASK QUESTIONS!

Ask your school
librarian to help
you find books on
bats. See if you
can learn more
about their lives.

This greater horseshoe bat is sleeping in a cave.
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