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It is important for drivers to be able to see in all kinds of weather.
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A Woman

Have you ever ridden in a car when
it is raining? The rain is coming down hard.
But the driver can still see through the
windshield! Swish! Swash! Rain and
snow are wiped away.

Mary Anderson invented the windshield
wiper more than 100 years ago!
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In Birmingham, Anderson became an entrepreneurial woman.
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Mary Anderson was born on February
19, 1866, in Greene County, Alabama. Her
dad died when she was four years old.
When she was a young adult, she moved to
Birmingham, Alabama, with her mom and
sister. They built an apartment complex.
They rented apartments to people and also
lived there.
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Before buses, many towns had trolley cars.
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In the winter of 1902, Anderson visited
New York City. On a snowy day, she noticed
that trolley car drivers struggled to see
through their windshields. Drivers would
stop their trolleys to get out and clean their
windshields by hand. Others would open
their windshields, exposing themselves to
the snow. Some drivers even leaned out the
side to see properly. Anderson couldn’t
believe it. She thought there should be a
safer and better way to drive during a
snowstorm.
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Anderson hoped her invention would be used on
trolley car windows like this one.
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An Idea

Anderson went home. She sketched
an idea for a wiper that would clear away
snow and rain. It operated by a lever on
the inside of the car. The driver pulled
the lever. Then the wiper moved back
and forth in a fanning motion. A rubber
blade wiped away rain and snow from
the window.
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