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Alyssa’s Questions

Alyssa and her family were on vacation.
They were on a big boat with lots of people.
Everyone was watching for dolphins.

“There they are!” Alyssa shouted. She
waved her hands and pointed. Everyone
turned to look. Dolphins were leaping from
the water.

A man in a uniform came over to Alyssa.
“You were really paying attention,” he said.
“You would make a good scientist someday.”
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Most dolphins live in oceans all around the world.
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Alyssa’s eyes lit up. She loved the ocean.
And she loved animals. She wanted to ask
the man about dolphins.

“I know dolphins are not fish,” she
began. “But what are they? Do they only
live in the ocean? How do they breathe?”
She was full of questions.

The man laughed. “One question at a
time, please,” he said. Then he began to talk
about dolphins. Everyone moved in closer
so they could hear.
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ASK QUESTIONS!

Ask your
classmates what
they know about
dolphins. See if
anyone thinks a
dolphin is a fish.

Dolphins live in the water, but they are not fish.
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Life in the Sea

“Some species of dolphins live in rivers,”
the man began. “But most live in the ocean.
They spend their days swimming, playing,
and eating. They love to eat fish, squid,
and shrimp.

“Dolphins travel in groups called pods,”
he continued.  “Sometimes,  a  pod works
together to feed. First, members of the pod
surround some fish. The fish quickly become
trapped. Then it is easy for the dolphins to
catch them.”
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Dolphins work together when hunting.
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The man went on. “Dolphins are
mammals. Cows, dogs, bears, and people
are also mammals. Like all other mammals,
dolphins have lungs. They breathe air, just
like we do. Fish, however, have gills. Gills
make it possible  to  breathe  underwater.
Dolphins do not have gills.”

Alyssa was confused. She knew dolphins
spent their lives in the water. So how do
they get the air they need? She waited for
the man to explain.



28/03/18 5:24 PMDolphins Breathe Air

Page 1 of 1file:///Volumes/Common/Ebook-Backup/ePUB%20to%20PDF/Triangle/Set1/Mahadeven/9781684444670/OEBPS/pages/page_012.xhtml

Both dolphins and humans have lungs.
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