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Watching the Sky

Taylor looked out the front window and
stared up at the afternoon sky. “Taylor, what
are you looking for?” asked his mother.

“Watching for snowflakes,” he replied.
“We might get a snowstorm tonight. I want
to see it start.”

“Let’s  watch  a  weather report  and  see
what the forecast is. We can find out if it’s
going to snow.”
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As long as you wear warm clothes, playing in the snow

can be fun.
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“It’s winter, and it’s cold. So why wouldn’t it
snow?” asked Taylor.

“The chilly temperatures are only part of
the equation,” she said. “You need one other
factor. Can you guess what it is?”

“Water! You have to have water,” Taylor
guessed.

Taylor’s mother nodded and turned on
the television. “Exactly! Come on. Let’s find
out if a snow day is in your future.”
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It may not be safe for school buses to travel after a snowstorm.

That is a reason to close school.
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A Weather Advisory

“Jefferson County is under a winter weather
advisory until 6 p.m.” The man talking was
the meteorologist for the local news station.

“What does that mean?” asked Taylor.
“Winter storms have codes,” explained

Mom. “An advisory means there is a chance
of a storm.”

Winter storms are  huge  swirls  made  of
cold, dry air from the north, and warm, moist
air from the south. The cold air shoves under
the lighter warm air, pushing it up. This turns
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Meteorologists study weather and share the forecast.
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the moisture in the warm air into clouds.
These clouds can produce snow for some
places, rain for others. Sometimes the storm
arrives with rain, which then turns to snow.

An hour later, Mom stuck her head
in Taylor’s bedroom. “You got your wish!
The weather report just said we are in
for a blizzard. I think I just spotted the
first flakes.”

“Snow day!” Taylor cheered.
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MAKE A GUESS!

Why is it
important for
road crew
departments to
know how much
and where it is
going to snow?

Clearing roads for safe driving takes time and equipment.
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