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Introduction

Not every item of value is in a museum

or a bank. Thieves study how cash and DID YOU KNOW?

jewels are moved from place to place. In Jesse James's first train

It is hard to guard something when it robbery in 1873, he removed
is moving. Thieves look for weak spots a rail from the track,

in security, when goods are changing  sending a boiling-hot steam
hands. In 1869, the new US rail system  train crashing into a ditch.
linked the East Coast to the West. The crew was scalded, and
Thieves like Jesse James took note. the engineer was killed.
Rich people were on those trains. They

carried cash. They wore diamond rings. Trains went through

many rural spots. No law enforcement was nearby.

Today, thieves rob warehouses. These can hold valuable items
waiting to be shipped. Armored cars are targeted for
the cash they carry. Heists also occur in airports.

Most of these places are guarded. Cash goods: personal property

and jewel thieves must plan carefully. or merchandise that
If a theft takes an unexpected turn, the can be moved from one
thieves must also think on their feet. place to another

scalded: to be burned by
hot liquid or steam

armored: covered with a
tough protective material,
often bulletproof
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The Biggest Heists

On August 8, 1963, 15 British men
pulled off the biggest cash heist in
history. It was three o’ clock in the
morning. A mail train was heading
from Glasgow to London. It was
carrying a large amount of cash.
About 30 miles (48 kilometers)
from London, engineers saw a red
signal. They slowed down. But they
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were puzzled. Why were they being
delayed? Engineer David Whitby left
the train to check. He found a glove
covering the green signal. The red one

was wired to a battery pack. It had Most of the cash stolen from the 1963

been fixed to stop the train. Soon after ~mailtrain to London was made up of old
paper bills that were going to be taken

out of circulation and destroyed.

his discovery, Whitby was attacked
from behind. Masked men forced him
back onto the train. They handcuffed
him to the other engineer. The thieves then busted into a second train
car. They overwhelmed the stunned mail clerks. They threw 120 sacks of
cash down an embankment. Three vehicles were

waiting, and the money was sped away. The

train had been stopped for only 15 minutes. ~€Mbankment: a raised

The thieves had made off with $7 million. structure built of earth
or gravel, used to

support a road or railway
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The New York Times compared the

theft to Jesse James’s train heists. DID YOU KNOW?

Some British journalists said the mail Today, most train robberies
trains should have armed guards. The involve gangs of thieves
Postmaster General, the head of the who jump onto freight
British postal service, did not agree. trains while they are
He said, “The last thing we want is stopped or moving slowly
shooting matches on British railways.” and steal expensive

clothes or electronics.

. Local police spent the day of the 1963 |
~ mail train robbery searching nearby - |
homes, but they found nothing.
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample
Enjoyed the preview?

Buy: http://www.ebooks2go.com



https://www.ebooks2go.com/cash-and-jewel-heists
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