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The rich and powerful are often the target of
hostage-taking thieves. Thieves hope to get
a lot of money out of a wealthy hostage's
family in exchange for a safe release.
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Introduction

A hostage is a prisoner. Criminals
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sometimes kidnap people during a heist.

Instead of keeping this crime a secret,
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thieves let the police know they have
hostages. They then use the hostages to
bargain. At times, a hostage situation
happens in a heist gone wrong. This is
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often the case in the movies. Thieves
want to rob a bank at night, when no one &,

is there. But it takes too long to open the - - hostage situations, police must talk

vault. An employee shows up in the early  with thieves about their demands, in
morning. Now the employee has seen SREriDiEH LEisn e Sl

their faces. The thieves don't want to kill
him, but they can't let him go. The thieves DID YOU KNOW?

i ke their pri ful.
decide to make their prisoner usefu In ancient Egypt, nilitary

In real heists, thieves often seek hostages. leaders often kidnapped
Then they refuse to let them go until a the children of kings in
ransom is paid. The thieves might demand the countries that they
a sack of cash. They also use the hostages to conquered. This way, the
escape. They might ask for a jet or a boat. kings would not fight their
In return, they promise to let the hostages new Egyptian leaders.
go unharmed. They want to speed off
unfollowed and start enjoying their money. bargain: to argue about
the terms or price of an
agreement or sale
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HOSTAGES

Investigators think that Dan Cooper might have worked at the
| Boeing Company, which made the Boeing 727 that Cooper hijacked.

The Biggest Heists

On November 24, 1971, the short

Northwest Airlines flight from Portland,

Oregon, to Seattle, Washington, was
going smoothly. Then a passenger
signaled the flight attendant. He was
polite. He wore a suit and tie. The flight
attendant thought that he probably only
wanted another drink. He gave her a
note instead. It said he had a bomb. The
man, who had checked in under the
name Dan Cooper, showed the flight
attendant a briefcase filled with wires.
Then he made his demands. He wanted
four parachutes and $200,000. If he did
not get it, he would blow up the plane.
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After the hijacking, a police sketch
artist used descriptions of Dan
Cooper by crew members and
passengers to draw a picture of
the thief.



In Seattle, Cooper was given what he

wanted. He let the 36 passengers go. DID YOU KNOW?

But his heist was not over. He kept the Shortly after the heist,
pilot and part of the crew. He told the "Dan Cooper" was mistakenly
pilot to set a course for Mexico City, referred to in the press as
Mexico. He said the pilot must fly as "D. B. Cooper." The mysterious
low and slowly as possible. Cooper thief is still known by
ordered the crew to stay in the cockpit that name to this day.

with the pilots. He put on a parachute.

At around 8 p.m., he opened the rear door course: a route or plan
of the plane. Then he jumped out with his for how to get from one
cash and was never seen again. place to another

Could Dan Cooper have survived a
parachute jump into a wild wooded
area, in the dark of the night?
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