To Nadia, for all your helping out over the years!—E.M.
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T

he library had a brand-new machine.
“What is it?” Albert asked.
“It’s a penny smasher,” his sister, Wanda, explained.
“You put a penny in and turn the crank. The penny
comes out ﬂat, with a new picture on it.”
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“I have a penny!” Albert said. “Can I get a picture of
Captain Slime?”
Wanda read the sign. “You need two quarters, too.”
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CRASH!
“Oh, dear,” said Dr. Crumble, the librarian,
looking at the books she’d dropped.
Albert helped her pick them up.
“What a good helper you are, Albert!” Dr. Crumble said.
“I like to help,” Albert said.
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On the way out, Albert asked, “Where can I get two quarters?”
“Dr. Crumble said you’re a good helper,” Wanda said.
“You could earn money by helping someone out.” She stopped.
“Would you open the door? My arms are full of books.”
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“How much will you pay me?” Albert asked.
“Albert!” Wanda said. “That’s NOT the kind of help I meant!”

A penny = 1 cent.

A nickel = 5 cents.

A dime = 10 cents.

A quarter = 25 cents.
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