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he sun was blazing in the window.
The alarm clock was buzzing.
But Zachary Zebra was still snoozing.
Dad nuzzled Zachary’s neck.
Zachary snoozed on.
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Dad began singing a jazzy wake-up song.
Zachary snoozed on.
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Dad slowly pulled off Zachary’s cozy covers.
“Help! I’m freezing!” Zachary fussed.
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Dad laughed. “What happened to our zippity
zooming zebra? I think he went away . . .
and a lazybones zebra took his place!”
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Zachary grumbled as he sat down for breakfast.
“My brain is fuzzy. My eyes are snoozy.
And I’m not hungry.”
“Are you sick?” asked Mom.
“No,” said Zachary. “But I don’t want to
go to school.”
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Mom and Dad looked puzzled.
“You love Alpha Betty’s school!” said Dad.
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“Oh, nothing,” said Zachary.
But then words tumbled out of his mouth.
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“What’s wrong, Zachary?” asked Mom.
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“On Monday, we had a math quiz.
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I didn’t get any answers right.
Zero. Zip. Zilch.
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On Tuesday, we ran races during recess.
I kept falling down. I felt like such a klutz.
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