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The Drum
a folktale from India



1

            There once was a poor woman who had only one child, a

            son. He was a good boy, always willing to help his mother

              out in any way he could. It was not an easy life, but they

            had each other, so the boy did not mind that his clothes

      were torn and he had few toys.



2

           The boy had a secret wish. He had always wanted a drum.



3

           One day when his mother was going to the village to

           sell some of their grain, she asked, “Is there anything you

    would like from the market?”

           The boy thought and then said, “All I would really like,

             Mother, is a drum. I know you cannot get me one, but that

       is what I want most of all.”
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