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The Mothman
On a pitch-black November night in 1966, two couples,
Steve and Mary Mallette and Roger and Linda Scarberry,
were driving near the city of Point Pleasant, West Virginia.
Suddenly, they spotted something up ahead in the road.
As they got closer, their car’s headlights lit up a huge,
winged figure. The creature stood nearly seven feet (2 m)
tall, and its large eyes glowed a fiery red.
Terrified, the friends quickly drove away from the beast,
but within seconds, the creature appeared again on a
nearby hillside. This time, it opened its huge, batlike
wings and flew after the car. The couples sped off,
driving 100 miles an hour (160 kph) to try to get away
from the creature, but it easily matched their speed. The
flying monster chased the car to the Point Pleasant city
limits—and then vanished into thin air!
That night, several other people claimed they saw a
large, winged beast around Point Pleasant. The terrifying
creature became known as the Mothman.
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The Lair of the Mothman

The Mallettes and the Scarberrys saw the
Mothman in an area of woodland. The woods
contained buildings and underground tunnels once
used by the military for storing explosives. Many
people believed that these abandoned buildings
were the hiding place, or lair, of the Mothman.
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Disaster at Silver Bridge
In the months that followed the 1966 sighting, many
people in the Point Pleasant area had terrifying
encounters with the fiendish Mothman. By the winter
of 1967, however, the sightings died out. The story of
the winged monster was far from over, though.
On the evening of December 15, 1967, the Silver
Bridge, which connected Point Pleasant to Gallipolis,
Ohio, was packed with rush-hour traffic. Out of nowhere,
the bridge started shaking and then collapsed. Vehicles
plummeted into the icy waters of the Ohio River below.
Forty-six people fell to their deaths.
After the tragedy, rumors began to spread that the
Mothman sightings and the bridge disaster were
somehow connected. Some people wondered if the
appearance of the Mothman was an omen that a
disaster would befall the city.
Did the Mothman really exist? Was it a supernatural
creature? Or is there a logical explanation for the
sightings? To this day, there are many questions that are
still unanswered.
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Eyewitness Reports
Around 100 people in the
Point Pleasant area reported
seeing the Mothman. The
witnesses all described the
figure as tall with batlike wings
about ten feet (3 m) across.

7

The Owlman of Mawnan
The people of Point Pleasant are not the only ones that
have been terrorized by a huge, winged creature. On July
3, 1976, teenagers Sally Chapman and Barbara Perry
had a frightening experience while camping in a dark
forest near the village of Mawnan in England.
The two friends were outside their tent when they heard a
strange hissing noise. As they turned toward the sound,
they saw an owl-like creature as tall as a grown man. The
creature had gray feathers, pointed ears, piercing red
eyes, and crablike pincers instead of feet.
Over the years, many people have reported seeing a
monstrous, birdlike creature in the Mawnan area. The
terrifying half-man, half-bird monster is known as the
Owlman of Mawnan.

Flying Creatures

In 1976, two sisters, June and Vicky Melling,
were on vacation in Mawnan when they saw a
large flying creature. The girls described it as, “a
big man with flapping wings.” The sisters were
so terrified that they immediately left for home.
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