
In 1977, eleven-year-old Janet Hodgson was tucked 
in her bed when it suddenly started to shake violently. 
Soon after, Janet was picked up by some unseen force 
and thrown across the room. What had attacked her? 
Was it something supernatural?

For hundreds of years, legends have been told of 
spirits of the dead coming back to haunt the living. 
If stories about ghosts are just fiction, why have so 
many people claimed to have encountered these 
supernatural beings? Look inside to investigate the 
truth behind the terrifying tales.
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A Disappearing PassengerA Disappearing Passenger
It was an ordinary day at New Jersey’s Newark Airport in 
1973. A flight crew was preparing an Eastern Air Lines 
jumbo jet for takeoff. After counting the passengers, 
flight attendant Sis Patterson found she had one too 
many. The extra passenger was a man dressed in an 
Eastern Air Lines captain’s uniform. Sis approached 
the man and asked him several times who he was. The 
man did not respond. Instead, he stared straight ahead, 
seemingly unaware of her presence.

Eventually, the flight’s captain left the cockpit to 
question the silent passenger. The captain took one 
look at the strange man and gasped, “My God, it’s Bob 
Loft!” Suddenly, the man vanished. Sis and the captain 
were stunned. The disappearing passenger was Captain 
Robert Loft, an Eastern Air Lines pilot who had been 
killed in the horrible crash of Flight 401, just a few 
months before!
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One Passenger Too Many
Before takeoff, flight attendants match the 
number of people aboard a plane with the 
number of passengers on a list. At first, 

Sis Patterson thought the extra passenger 
was a pilot getting a last-minute ride to 

another airport for his next job.
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On December 29, 1972, Captain Loft was flying Eastern 
Air Lines Flight 401 from New York to Miami. As the 
plane approached Miami, however, something went 
disastrously wrong. The plane began to lose altitude. 
When Captain Loft and flight engineer Don Repo finally 
discovered that the plane was only a few hundred feet 
above the ground, it was too late.

Just before midnight, Flight 401 crashed into the dark 
swamps of the Florida Everglades. The terrible accident 
killed 101 people.

After the crash, two of the victims, Captain Loft and 
Don Repo, began to haunt Eastern Air Lines planes. 
For nearly 18 months, the ghostly flight crew appeared 
on planes. Then the sightings died out, and the two 
ghosts of Flight 401 have never been seen again.

Captain 
Robert Loft

Flight Engineer 
Don Repo

The Victims of Flight 401The Victims of Flight 401
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This picture shows what 
experts believe were the 

final moments of Flight 401.

A Ghostly Warning
One day, Don Repo’s face appeared 
inside an aircraft. Repo warned the 

plane’s engineer: “Watch out for fire on 
this airplane.” A few days later, one of the 
plane’s engines caught fire, but thankfully 

the crew landed the plane safely.
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What Are Ghosts? What Are Ghosts? 
People have reported seeing ghosts for thousands of 
years. What are these strange and sometimes terrifying 
apparitions? The most common belief is that ghosts are 
the spirits of people or animals who have died. Many 
people believe that a spirit is the life force, or energy, 
inside a living thing. When a person or animal dies, the 
spirit is said to sometimes remain behind with the living. 

According to believers, a ghost might be the spirit of a 
person who died in a tragic way. For example, the person 
may have been murdered or killed in a car accident. 
Because the ghost is unable to find peace after death, it 
haunts the place where the tragedy occurred.

Good and Bad Ghosts
Many people believe that some 

ghosts want to harm the living. Other 
ghosts, like flight engineer Don 

Repo, seem to want to help people. 
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