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Beware the Pharaoh’s tomb!

Curse of the haunted house

the Doomed amusement Park

the Ghost at the Grand Inn

the horror in the Cave

Night of the Gravedigger

the secret of the tragic theater

terror at the Ghost town mine

Nina had just missed her one chance to be on 
the hottest TV talent show around—Singing 
Superstar! But then fate intervened and provided 
another stage for her to show off her talent, a 
stage far from the TV cameras. Some say that 
fame comes at a price. Nina was about to find 
out just how high that price can be!
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all her life, everyone who fourteen-year-old Nina holbrook 
knew told her she had a beautiful singing voice. Nina had gotten 
the lead in every school musical—and dreamed of singing on 
Broadway one day.

More than anything, Nina loved old songs. She even 
dressed in vintage clothes when she sang her favorite oldies. 
Today, Nina hoped to take a big step on the road to achieving 
her dream. She was about to audition for the hottest TV 
talent show on the air—Singing Superstar!

On this gray Saturday afternoon, Nina sat in the front 
seat of her mother’s car on her way to the audition.

“You’re going to knock ’em dead, as usual, honey,” her 
mother said as they made their way through the city streets.

“This is different, Mom,” Nina replied. “It’s one thing to be 
the best singer in my school. But all the people who are going 
to be at this audition are the best in their schools, too.”
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Nina glanced out the window at the bright, blinking 
marquee of the Grand Theater. as they approached, Nina 
saw a long line of people stretching down the block.

“Oh, man,” Nina said. “It looks like everyone in the city 
is here to audition. Let me out here, Mom.”

“Good luck, honey—and don’t worry,” her mother said as Nina 
climbed out of the car. “Call me when you’re done, all right?”
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Nina joined the long line of hopeful singers. She was so 
far back she could hardly even see the theater. a group of 
teenage girls stood right in front of her on line. One of the 
girls dressed in rainbow-colored pants and a sequined shirt, 
scowled. She looked at Nina’s outfit—a vintage 1940s dress—
and shook her head.

“What are you dressed up for?” asked the girl. “halloween 
is still months away.”

“I like vintage clothes,” Nina said, smiling. Kids had made 
fun of her for her offbeat taste before. She was kind of used 
to it. “So what song are you going to audition with?”

“I’ve practiced a rock song and a rap number,” the girl 
said. “I’ll decide last minute once I get a look at the judges. 
What about you?”

“I’m going to do a song from the 1930s called Twilight,” 
Nina said proudly.

“What century are you from?” another girl asked. “They 
don’t pick a winner based on the song the fewest people have 
heard of, you know.”

Nina couldn’t wait to get away from these mean girls. 
When she reached the front of the line, she got a close look 
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at the beautiful theater, all lit up. her excitement started to 
build. Then, once inside, it was crushed.

“I’m sorry, miss,” said the woman in charge of the line. 
“We’ve reached the maximum number of singers for this 
year’s contest. You’ll have to try again next year.”
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Nina hurried from the theater, staring at the ground, tears 
streaming down her face. 

It’s all gone! she thought. All the hard work, all the practice, 
all the voice lessons, all for nothing. If I had arrived ten 
minutes sooner, I’d be up on stage now, singing my heart 
out, impressing the judges, taking the next step toward—”

a sudden gust of wind caused Nina to stumble. It sent 
papers strewn on the street flying through the air in a mini-
tornado of trash. as newspapers and food wrappers swirled all 
around her, Nina lifted her hands to swat away the garbage. a 
piece of paper smacked her right in the face. as the wind died 
down, she peeled the page off. She was just about to toss it 
into a trash can when an image on the paper caught her eye.

Printed on the page was the picture of a beautiful woman 
on a stage in front of a microphone. She wore a long gown 
that glittered with sequins. Looking more closely, Nina saw 
that this was a flyer for a performance by a singer named 
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Dorothy Langford. The paper was yellowed and the image 
faded. The date of the performance was 1942!

Where did this come from? Nina wondered.

She turned the paper over, and there,  
on the other side was a handwritten note that read:

Still want to be a singing superstar? Then come 
to the Eerie Lake Theater!

9



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/the-secret-of-the-tragic-theater-bearport-publishing

	Cover
	Title Page
	Credits/Copyright
	Contents
	The Audition
	A Second Chance
	The Eerie Theater
	The Show Must Go On
	A Dream Come True
	What Do You Think?
	Glossary
	About the Author
	About the Illustrator
	Back Cover
	Untitled



