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In 1922, as archaeologist Howard Carter dug into an 

underground chamber in the Egyptian desert, he was filled 

with excitement. When Carter finally saw the golden objects 

in the room, he could not believe his eyes. What other 

incredible treasures would he find within King Tutankhamen’s 

tomb? And how had the tomb remained undiscovered for 

more than 3,000 years? Look inside to uncover the thrilling 

story of King Tut’s tomb and its ancient mysteries.
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It was late afternoon on November 26, 1922, in the 

Egyptian desert. In an underground passageway below the 

Valley of the Kings, British archaeologist Howard Carter 

worked in tense silence. As sweat trickled down his face,  

he used a tool to chip a hole in a stone doorway. 

For five years, Carter had been searching for the hidden 

tomb of the ancient Egyptian pharaoh, Tutankhamen  

(too-tahn-KAH-men). Finally, Carter had discovered a 

doorway that might lead to the tomb. Carefully, he lifted a 

candle to the hole and peered into the darkness. 

Gold Everywhere!

The Valley of the Kings is 
a large cemetery, or burial 

place, in the Egyptian 
desert. Members of the 
royal family and other 

important Egyptians used 
the valley for burials for 

around 500 years.

Howard 
Carter
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“At first I could see nothing,” Carter said. “But . . . 

details from the room within slowly emerged from the 

mist. Strange animals, statues, and gold—everywhere the 

glint of gold.”

Tutankhamen’s tomb had remained hidden in the 

Valley of the Kings for 3,245 years. Now its ancient secrets 

were about to be revealed!

This photo shows what 
Carter likely saw when he 
first looked into Tut’s tomb. 5







The King Is Dead!
Only about ten years after becoming pharaoh, 

Tutankhamen mysteriously died. After his death, his body 

was taken to an embalmers’ workshop. There it would be 

made into a mummy. In ancient Egypt, people believed 

in the afterlife, or life after death. So they preserved a 

person’s body so that he or she could live on in the afterlife. 

First, the embalmers drained all the blood from Tut’s 

corpse. Then, using their hands, they 

carefully removed his lungs, liver, 

stomach, and intestines from 

a small cut in his abdomen. 

The ancient Egyptians did not 
believe the brain was important. 

To remove it, an embalmer 
pushed a metal hook up the 

corpse’s nose. Then he pulled 
the brain out in little pieces.

This embalmer is 
wearing an Anubis 
mask. Anubis is the 

Egyptian god of death 
and embalmers. He’s 

usually shown with the 
head of a wild dog.
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These organs were placed in salt to dry and preserve 

them. Then each organ was wrapped in linen and placed 

in a tiny coffin-shaped container. Salt was then heaped 

over the whole body to dry it. After about 35 days, the 

embalmers wrapped the dry, shriveled body with strips of 

cloth to create a mummy.

A person’s heart was often left inside the 
body. The ancient Egyptians believed that 
once a person’s spirit entered the world 
of the dead, his or her heart was weighed. 

If a person had a light heart, he or she 
could enter the afterlife. A heavy heart 

meant that a person was bad and would be 
eaten by a monster called the Devourer.

Before wrapping a body, its dry skin 
was rubbed with beeswax, animal fat, 

and plant oils to make it soft again.

To give a dried-out 
body a plump, lifelike 
shape, it was packed 

with linen and sawdust.

The Devourer was 
part crocodile, part 
lion, and part hippo.
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