
Creating Titanic
The Ship of Dreams

Discovering Titanic’s  
Remains

A Haunted Titanic

Titanic’s Fatal Voyage

Titanic’s Last Hours
The Facts

Titanic’s Passengers  
and Crew

After the Titanic sank in 1912, many people tried to find 
the ship’s watery grave. But no one knew exactly where 
the Titanic had sunk, and, even if they had known, the 
technology to reach the ship, which lay on the ocean floor, 
didn’t exist. By the 1970s, however, new technologies 
allowed explorers like Dr. Richard Ballard to search the 
deep ocean. Finally, in 1985, Dr. Ballard found something. 
Look inside to uncover the thrilling story of how the most 
famous shipwreck of all time was discovered.
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73 Years Earlier
Deep-sea explorer Dr. Robert Ballard was losing hope. He had 

been sailing the Atlantic Ocean for more than a week, searching 

for the sunken remains of the Titanic. From their ship, Ballard and 

his crew guided an underwater camera along the ocean floor.  Day 

after day, they saw only a dark, rocky ocean bottom on their video 

screens. There was no sign of the lost ship.

Dr. Robert Ballard (arms 
crossed) and his crew 
watch video screens 
showing the ocean floor.
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When they 
found the boiler, 

Ballard said, “Our first  
reaction was celebration. But  

then we realized that we were  
at a cemetery. We started  
seeing where the bodies  

had landed.”

Then, at around 2:00 am on September 1, 1985, a giant object came 

into view on their screens. It was a boiler from the Titanic! It was the 

first object from the ship ever found since its sinking 73 years earlier. 

Ballard’s crew compared the boiler 
they saw on the ocean floor with 
photos of the Titanic’s boilers to 
make sure they matched.

The Titanic had 29 boilers.  
As the ship sank, five of 
them broke loose and spread 
across the ocean floor. 
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New York City

Titanic Disaster Site

Atlantic Ocean

Queenstown 
(now Cobh), 

Ireland
Southampton, 
England

Cherbourg, 
France

A Sinking Ship 
The sinking of the Titanic was an unbelievable tragedy. On  

April 10, 1912, the new ship set sail on its first voyage, from England 

to New York. More than 2,200 passengers and crew were on board. 

Many people believed the modern design of the giant ocean liner 

made the ship unsinkable.

After leaving England, the Titanic made stops in France 
and Ireland before heading to New York.  
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At the time 
it sailed, the Titanic 

was the biggest ship 
ever built. It was 883 feet 
(269 m) long—longer than

two football fields! The  
ship was taller than a  

10-story building.

Just before midnight on April 14, however, the Titanic struck an 

iceberg that tore holes in its side. Water rushed into the ship and 

began to weigh it down. Less than three hours later, the Titanic 

sank in very deep water. Only 705 people survived the disaster 

by escaping in lifeboats. More than 1,500 others drowned in the 

freezing ocean.

An iceberg thought to be the 
one the Titanic hit

This painting shows what the Titanic 
may have looked like while sinking. 
At the time the painting was created, 
no one knew exactly where the ship 
had disappeared in the ocean.



An artist’s idea of what the 
sunken ship might look like

Deep and Dark
Soon after the Titanic sank, people hoped it could be recovered. 

The job was impossible, however. The Titanic had sunk 12,460 feet 

(3,798 m) or almost 2 ½ miles (3.8 km) below the ocean’s surface. 
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Sunlight 
never reaches the 

deepest parts of the ocean. 
In fact, depths greater 

than 3,280 feet (1,000 m) 
are known as the 
midnight zone.

Even if it had been possible to reach the sunken ship, no one 

really knew where it was. Richie Kohler, a deep-sea diver, described 

what searching for the ship would be like in the deep ocean’s 

darkness: “Imagine you drop an earring in your living room. Now you 

want to find it. And the way you have to do it is with all the lights out, 

and you can only use one eye and a small penlight.”

In 1912, submarines weren’t able  
to travel much deeper than 200 feet 
(61 m) below the ocean’s surface.

Most deep-sea divers can swim down 
to about 130 feet (40 m) before the 

pressure from the water above becomes 
too great for them. The Titanic sank 
almost 100 times deeper than that!
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