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Jump into the cockpit and  

take flight with Pilot books.  

Your journey will take you on 

high-energy adventures as you 

learn about all that is wild, 

weird, fascinating, and fun!

This is not an official Hello Kitty book. It is not approved by or connected   
with Sanrio Co.
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 Three friends show their collections to one another. 

One friend collects stamps. Another shows off her 

collection of beautiful rocks. The third friend collects 

something different. She has a shelf filled with Hello Kitty 

products! A Hello Kitty doll, coin purse, and blanket are 

among her favorite things. The friends love the adorable 

Hello Kitty collection! 

 The Hello Kitty brand is known for its cute characters. 

The most famous is Kitty, a character who looks like a 

white cat. She was created by a company called Sanrio. 

The company’s headquarters is in Tokyo, Japan. There 

is an enormous variety of Hello Kitty products. The 

character is found on toys, clothes, and school supplies. 

Hello Kitty jewelry, accessories, and electronics are top 

sellers. The character has starred in TV programs and 

videos. There are even theme parks that feature Sanrio 

characters. Products from this cute 

brand are sold on every continent 

except Antarctica. Today, Hello 

Kitty is worth around $7 billion!

What Is Hello Kitty?
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worth around  
$7 billion  

By the Numbers

more than 
70  

countries have sold 
Hello Kitty products

more than  
10  

video games 
feature Hello Kitty

more than 
50,000 

Hello Kitty 
products available

around 
450 

different Sanrio 
characters

Hello Kitty theme park in Anji County, Zhejiang Province, China

less than 
$1

price tag for   first Hello Kitty  product sold
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Cute Creations
 In 1960, a man named Shintaro Tsuji founded the 

Yamanashi Silk Center Company in Japan. The company 

made sandals, greeting cards, and small gifts. At that time, 

people in Japan were buying products with cute designs. 

Company leaders saw a great opportunity. 

They began to decorate their products 

with flowers, fruits, and other designs. 

The company introduced Strawberry, 

its first original character, in 1962. 

More cute characters followed.

 In 1973, the company changed its 

name to Sanrio. One of Sanrio’s most 

famous characters came to life a year later. 

A woman named Yuko Shimizu designed a cheerful, 

nameless character that looked like a white cat. A year 

later, the character debuted on a small 

coin purse. Above the character 

was the word “Hello!” The 

character was an instant 

hit in Japan. People began 

calling her Hello Kitty. 

Yuko Shimizu

6



Shintaro Tsuji

Small gift, big smile.
1960s-present Sanrio tagline
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/bellwether-hello-kitty
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